Google 



This is a digital copy of a book that was preserved for generations on library shelves before it was carefully scanned by Google as part of a project 

to make the world's books discoverable online. 

It has survived long enough for the copyright to expire and the book to enter the public domain. A public domain book is one that was never subject 

to copyright or whose legal copyright term has expired. Whether a book is in the public domain may vary country to country. Public domain books 

are our gateways to the past, representing a wealth of history, culture and knowledge that's often difficult to discover. 

Marks, notations and other maiginalia present in the original volume will appear in this file - a reminder of this book's long journey from the 

publisher to a library and finally to you. 

Usage guidelines 

Google is proud to partner with libraries to digitize public domain materials and make them widely accessible. Public domain books belong to the 
public and we are merely their custodians. Nevertheless, this work is expensive, so in order to keep providing tliis resource, we liave taken steps to 
prevent abuse by commercial parties, including placing technical restrictions on automated querying. 
We also ask that you: 

+ Make non-commercial use of the files We designed Google Book Search for use by individuals, and we request that you use these files for 
personal, non-commercial purposes. 

+ Refrain fivm automated querying Do not send automated queries of any sort to Google's system: If you are conducting research on machine 
translation, optical character recognition or other areas where access to a large amount of text is helpful, please contact us. We encourage the 
use of public domain materials for these purposes and may be able to help. 

+ Maintain attributionTht GoogXt "watermark" you see on each file is essential for in forming people about this project and helping them find 
additional materials through Google Book Search. Please do not remove it. 

+ Keep it legal Whatever your use, remember that you are responsible for ensuring that what you are doing is legal. Do not assume that just 
because we believe a book is in the public domain for users in the United States, that the work is also in the public domain for users in other 
countries. Whether a book is still in copyright varies from country to country, and we can't offer guidance on whether any specific use of 
any specific book is allowed. Please do not assume that a book's appearance in Google Book Search means it can be used in any manner 
anywhere in the world. Copyright infringement liabili^ can be quite severe. 

About Google Book Search 

Google's mission is to organize the world's information and to make it universally accessible and useful. Google Book Search helps readers 
discover the world's books while helping authors and publishers reach new audiences. You can search through the full text of this book on the web 

at |http: //books .google .com/I 



t . 



A-N ESSAY 



ON 



mttbeWef: 



DESCRIBING 

ITS NATURE AND OPERATIONS, 

AMD SHEWING 

ITS BANBFCL INFLUBNCB IN DISTRESSING 
AWAKBNED AND RENEWED SO0LS. 



BTTHB 

REV- JAMES CHURCHILL, 

HENLEY, OXON. 



' SbAre hetdt Brethreni lot there be in any qfyou an evil heart ofun- 
belief, in cUparttngfrmn the living God. Heb. iii. 12. 

These things have I xoritien unto you, that— ye may believe on tfie 
name qfthe Son of God, I John ▼. 13- 

'< Besides the cUtt of those who i>rofe>9edly n^eet reYelation, there i% 
" another,— which may be called the due of hajfunbelieoerff-Jtia^ let fhfwy 
** men be Kcmiaded there la no middle w^.* Wllberrorp4^S^ra<ac((l>/^ 

View. ^^ • — -^' ' 



OXFORD: 

PRINJED AND SOLD BY J. BARTLETT, FOR THE 

Sold also by Conder, Backlersbuiy, and WtLLiAAfs^ 
ners' Courts London j Norton, Henley j and 
Rusher, Reading^. 




1811. 



/^A ^ 




[Printed by J. BarUett, Oxford.] 



TO 



I 



THE CHURCH OF CHRIST 



AND 



THE CONGREGATION 



MKETINO FOR DIVINE WORSHIP 



IN • 



ROTHERFIELD GRAYS, 



HENLEY-UPON-THAMES, 



THE FOLLOWING ESSAY 



IS AFFECTIONATELY INSCRIBED, 



BT 



THEIR FRIEND AND PASTOR, 



AS k TESTIMONY OF HIS RESPECT FOR THEM^ AND 
OF HIS CONCERN FOR THEIR ETERNAL WELFARE. 



■A 



i 



I 



CONTENTS. 



Chap. Pag« 

I. Introductory Observations 1 

II. The nature and operations of unbelief, par^ 

ticularly as leading to a rejection of the 

gospel 8 

HI. The causes of unbelief » 52 

IV. T?ie particular effects of unbelief, consi- 
. dered in reference to newly awakened souls 

and real believers 70 

V. Remedies and cautions against Unbelief . . 134 

VI. C(mcluding Address 1 5& 



A 3 



PREFACE. 



The Author of the following pages 
cannot su£Per them to issue from the 

» 

press, without, in a few lines, account- 
ing for their publication. 

. It having pleased God to excite a 
spirit of enquiry, especially among 
the -writer's 'young friends, about reli- 
gion ; in his frequent intercourse with 
them and others of the church and 
congregation, he has had much op^ 
portunity of observing in what parti- 
cular ways their minds have been 
opened to the vast concerns of eterni- 
ty; the various conflicts . they have 
passed through ; and their great de- 
pression arising from a discovery of 
the evils of their hearts. He has 
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noticed particularly two seasons of 
their distress, viz. when they have 
heen first convinced of their sinful 
and condemned state, exposed to the 
dreadful consequences of sin heyond 
the grave, and, for a time, having not 
attained to a scriptural view of the 
Lord Jesus Christ, as the all-sufficient 
ground of a sinner's hope j — and se- 
condly, when having tasted that the 
Lord is gracious, emhraced Christ, 
given themselves to his ordinances, 
ahd enjoyed the attractions of the 
beams of the sun of righteousness — 
they have afterwards felt a decline in 
the spirituality and fervency of their 
affections, and a cloud has intercepted 
betwfeeri God and their souls. 

This has been a source of disap- 
p^ointment to many, who after their 
deliverance fi^om a spirit of legal 
bondage, and their being brought 
into spiritual liberty by feith in Christ, 
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and when from love to their Redeemer 
they have come forward in the obser- 
vance of hia own institutions, and' 
have thus had their expectations rais- 
ed as to their increasing communion^ 
with, and enjoyment of, their dear 
Lord, they have found corruptions: 
arise which they thought were dead, 
evil thoughts which they could iv>t. 
have imagined, and propensities whic^ 
have shook their confidence, as to any 
real acquaintance with the truth as it 
is in Jesus. Thus circumstanced, it 
is impossible but that the christian 
should be anxious to knpw the cause 
of his not realizing his expected joys, 
and of his apparent decline as to the. 
life of religion in his soul. The 
writer has generally found, what per- 
haps may be considered as common 
in such cases, that after this change 
may have been accounted for in many 
subordinate ways, the real and lead- 
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itig cause has been traced to tjnbe- 
liiEF. Hence he has heard many 
complaints against this very injurious 
principle, and haB been frequently 
asked his opinion, either as to the 
evidences of it^ its operations, causes 
remedies^ &c. To these and such 
like inquiries he has generally re- 
frained from giving any particular 
reply, as he fully intended to have 
preached a sermon or two on the sub- 
ject; but seeing that, as God brought 
forward' one after anothel* into the 
divine life, similar exercises were ex- 
perienced, atid unbelief was sure to 
be tjie evil bewailed by all^ and find- 
ing the subject more extensive than he 
at first apprehended, he was induced 
to attempt to furnish them with his 
view of it in the form in which it 
now appears. To this he was the 
more easily led, as he had it not in 
his power to put. any book written on 
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the subject in a,detached form, into 
their hands. Charnock indeed has 
written on it in his usual superior 
way ; but it is only to be met with in 
his large folio among other subjects^ 
and his manner of treating on it, is 
very different from the present Essay; 
that being more adapted to account 
for and oppose outward and gross in- 
fidelity, this to describe its operatiojQs 
and effects in renewed souls. 

The reader will probably discern 
sometimes a recurrence of a thought 
before expressed somewhat in the 
same form; but this he trusts will be 
readily excused, with other defects, by 
a candid public, when he assures them 
that in general not more than a page 
or two was written at one time, and 
that, occasionally, weeks interverod 
before he could proceed, owing to his 
time being much occupied in the va- 
rious duties of his pastoral office. 
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The writer's aim not being to meet 
the objections of those who avowedly 
reject revelation, but to confine him- 
self to those, who, though awakened 
to the importance of religion, are met 
at every step they take by the en- 
tanglements of unbelief, should any 
thing here advanced promote their 
encouragement to press forward for 
the prize of the christian's high call- 
in/ and to estabUsh believers in their 
most holy faith, the end earnestly de- 
sired will be answered. 

That God may deign to bleiss the 
attempt, is the prayer of the reader's 
well wisher, 

J. C. 



Heitlet/Oxon. April 10^ 1811. 
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ON 

UNBELIEF. 



CHAP. I. 
Irdroductory Observations, 



1. Unbblixf is a sin predominant in eveiy 
unrenewed heart. It is natural to us ; being the 
patrimony received from our first parents. To 
produce this evil disposition in the minds of 
Adam and Eve, ivas evidently Satan's grand 
aim in that crafty parley, which he carried on 
with them in Paradise. See Gen. iii. 1 — 5. As 
tlieir fbll began in a discrediting of the divine 
threatenings, so unbelief in natural men occa* 
sibns a disregard to the whole of the divine tes* 
timony respecting them. There is no fear of 
God before their eyes. Rom. iii. 18. And as 
unbelief takes ofFall restraint from the soul, and 
frees it from any dread of the misery threatened 
against sinners, it hesitates not to pursue evil, 
as the object of its choice. This choice was the 
immediate fruit of unbelief in Adam and £ve^ 
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and this is the baneful source of all that evil 
which is in the world. But, 

2. Although unbelief has such a governing 
influence over tlie unregenerate, how complete- 
ly is it hid from their observation ! They can in- 
dulge in the greatest excess of riot, and at the 
same time be so far from feeling, any rebuke, as 
to think it strange of others, that they run not 
to the same lengths in sin ; speaking evil of 
them on tliis account : 1 Pet. iv. 4. little sus- 
pecting, that their quiet and false peace arise, 
»ot out of their pursuits as harmless, but froni 
a total disregard to the will of God ; or frbni 
that principle of unbelief, which leads them id 
cast off all concern as to the di\dne commands, 
or threatenings. Gallio like, thet/ care for none 
of these things^ «or aocoiHit that unbelief, to 
which they owe their present freedom from re- 
morse, as one of their greatest sins. 

S. Whilst the sinner remains in tota:! igno- 
rance of unbelief, he is completely under its 
power. But, regenerated by the Spirit of God, 
lie is immediately convinced of this stn, feels its 
evil, and ever after cries out bitterly against it. 
He then sees, that however he may havfe pro- 
fessed a belief in some of the doctrines of scrip- 
ture, it was at the best with only a speculative 
faith; a faith not arising from any convic- 
ition, that he felt, ^f the truth of these doctrines. 
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-but which was founded on lessons early learned, 
or built on the opinions .of others. On examine 
Jng the state of his heart now, he can perceive, 
that while with his lips he professed a regard to 
divine truth, his heart was not subject to the 
law of Gody neither indeed could be, Rom. viik 
And that he was an unbeliever, as to any import* 
ance or efficacy which he ever felt in these 
doctrines. Enlightened by the Spirit of God, 
he sees himself full of unbelief, and wonders 
that he should ever have made the least preten- 
sions to the character of a believer in Jesus; 
conscious that no real believer could ever have 
jiccredited him as one, and that he could have 
(been thought so by those only, whose faith was 
jxo better than his own. There is not any disco- 
(very which, the Spirit enables him to make, whe- 
,ther it respects the character of Grod, as revealed 
in his word, or whether it respects his own heart, 
Jiia state before God, death, judgment, heaven, 
lliell, the vanity of the world, the ,evil of siui^ the 
pleasures of religion, or the encouragements of 
.the gospel ; but be now sees his unbelief respcct- 
.ing them all. Thus enlightened, he sees the sii^ 
of unbelief to be a great siil : and that truths, 
which now appear so interesting, should have 
■been so long unknown ; that truths so ad\'anta- 
geous, should have been so long neglected ; that 
truths so powerful, should not have been felt; that 

B 2 
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truths so precious^ should not have been realized ;—« 
excite at once his astonishment and regret: espe-* 
cially considering the honour of which it has robbed 
God, and the injury it has done his own soul, by 
keeping it shut out from all divine enjoyments^ 
and from the happiness attendant on a life of 
faith. These humiliatii^ considerations product 
powerful convictions of the evil of unbelief in 
the soul* The evil of this sin is moreover rnani*^ 
fest to, and bewailed by the believer, with ^om 
it is still present* He feels its influence daily; 
sees the evils with which it is fraught; the spi- 
ritual enjoyments of which it deprives him ; and 
while he thus unwillingly carries about with him 
an evil heart of unbelief, he is eonstramed to 
cry out, in particular reference to its painful 
exercise. Oh wretched man that I am, vAo 
shall deliver me f Rom. vii. 24. As, however, 
it is designed to dwell more in detail upon the 
evils attendant on this sin, we pass on to observet, 

4. That unbelief has a peculiar subtilty ia 
evading detection. 

In many points of christian experience. It \& 
easy to trace the connection between cause and 
effect* But whilst the believer is daily suferiag 
the sad effects of the remaining power ctf unbe- 
lief, it Is but seldom that he clearly discerns their 
cause. And hence arbes much of that perplexity 
common to the saints, and which results from 
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their present experience. For instance, among 
others, if God answer not their prayei's, as they 
expected, they readily conclude, they are not ia 
the covenant of his love* Whereas, answer td 
prayer is to be expected only in the way of faith» 
See Matt. xxi. 22. Thus they draw conclusions 
destructive to their own comfort,, through the re- 
mainder of unbelief within them. For who that 
is acquainted with hh own heart but must ac^ 
knowledge, there is unbelief enough there, to 
cause God to hide his face that he will not 
hear, Isa. lix. 2. Its secret workings are re*^ 
ferred to by the Apostle, when he cautions us 
to take heedy lest there be in any of us an, evil 
heart of unbelief in departing from the living 
God. Thus intimating, that unless we pay the 
closest attention to what is passing within, this 
principle will so insinuate itself into all ouv 
thoughts and pursuits, that, ignorant of its de*« 
celvings, we shall be led astray befofe we are 
aware. 

5. A^ distressing sense of unbelief is. not an 
evidence of our being unbelievers. So far from 
it, wherever distress is caused by a sight. o£ oup 
unbelieving hearts, we may readily conclude, 
that this is the work of God; for this can only 
be felt by those, who are taught by his Spirit to 
see the real state of their hearts, in. die light of his 

B 3 
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own word. It is of great mometit, that, undet 
the first discovery of this sin, we should be guarded 
against a frequent device of Satan, which consists 
is tempting us to relinquish those means, 
which may have contributed to our distress} 
particularly to cease from an attendance upon 
the preaching of the gospel,, under which we 
may have been for a time almost constantly 
convicted of our sins. For, however deq) may 
be our distress, we should never shun the means, 
because by them God conveys his grace to remove 
that distress ; and though painful indeed, (while 
not only the sin of unbelief, but all other sins 
by which we have dishonoured God, are made, 
as it were, many times to pass before us,) yet 
may the soul say, ** Surely God would not have 
" shewed me this sin in the light in which I se^ 
*^ it, had he meant to have destroyed me. No, 
*^ indeed; let me rather condude, that it is to pre- 
^^ pare me for the sweeter enjoyment of that word, 
" which God has appointed as a joyful sound to 
^^sin-distressed souls.** 

From what has been already said, it is sup-* 
jposed, that none but believers <;an have riiis dis- 
tressing view of unbelief J because none but they 
can see it to be sin; and what we do not see to 
be sin, can excite no particular grief .between 
God and our souls. But 4t is plaiB^hat -believers 
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feel this distress, and that they go to God, and tell 
him the source of their trouble, saying with the 
man in the gospel. Lord, I beKeve, help thou 
mine unbelief. Mark ix. 24. 

With Mr. Newton each believer may inquire, 

** Should I grieve for what I feel, 
« If I did uot love at ail r 
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THB NATURE AND OPERATIONS OF UNBELIEF, 
PARTICULARLY AS LEADING TO A REJECTION 
OF THE GOSPEL. 

Unbelief supposes a rule of faith, and that 
rule is the word of God. The scriptures are 
given to instruct us in our state before God, as 
fallen, depraved creatures, and exposed to divine 
wrath. They also set before us the method which 
infinite love has devised for the redemption of 
mankind. 

Unbelief, therefore, may generally be consider- 
ed as a refusal to admit or abide by the decision^ 
which God has miide respecting these momentous 
subjects. Those who admit these truths, may, as 
far as the assent of the mind goes, be considered 
believers. But it is plain from the scriptures, that 
something very different from a nominal, or dead 
faith, is necessary to constitute us real believers. 
Yea, we may have the faith of miracles, and yet 
be nothing more than unbelievers.. 1 Cor. xiii. 2. 
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There are, liowcver, two classes of unbelievers ; 
Tiz. those who reject the gospel altogether, and 
those who, though they profess a belief in all the 
truths of the gospel, are nevertheless strangers t6 
4ts genuine injfluence. 

As to the first class, many words need not be 
«i8ed to show they are unbelievers. With them 
there is not any deception; because they meke no 
^ofession of faith in the scriptures ; nay, tbej 
tq)enly declare their disbelief* Upon what grouocb 
their rejection of the gospel rests, they do well ii 
consider. An inquiry indeed this of serious im« 
port; for it will be found upon every turn of ar* 
gument, that a certain and invaluable advantage 
lies on his side who embraces Ae go^l. For 
instance : if I believe the gospel, I embark eter« 
iial consequences in the adventiffe; I ride my alt 
upon it. If the gospel be true^ I am brought safely 
into my desired haven : 1 realize all my expec* 
tations-— idny hope makes me not ashamed — I win 
the prize of my high calling. If the gospel I 
embrace prove ialse, I still secure every point 
Attained by the mbeltever : I am disappointed 
indeed, but, upon the principles of an unbeliever, 
{ lose nothing, because my iaith was binlt upon 
€ction. -But if the unbeliever diould find th^ 
gospel true, he has then to endure the conse* 
quences of having rejected it. What these are 
4he Apostle has ftMrewamed us. ''Th^ Lord Jesus 
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*^ shall be revealed from heaven in flaming £re> 
^^ taking vengeance on them that know not God^ 
'^ and that obey not the gospel of our Lord Je* 
" stis Christ" 2 Thess. v. 7, 8. Moreover, should 
the tmth of the gospel fail in its promises of eternal 
blessedhesS|St]ll the believer has no small advantage 
pver the unbeliever in this world, Virtue^lthas often 
been remarked, brings its own reward ; white shame 
follows hard upon the heels of sin. Now if there 
;be. found among us a book, which more, than any 
mother, inculcates the love of virtue and the dread of 
sin.; and there certainly is a book of w^hich this 
is. preeminently true, and the belief of which is 
found to. turn tlie heart jTroi?) sin to holiness^ 
from darkness to light,, from Satan to God^from 
the power of lust to self-mortification } if irftef 
tasting both the pleasures of worldly honours^ 
mirth, and riches, and die pleasures of godliness^ 
we are constrained to choose rather to mffer af" 
flictions with the people qf God, than to eryoy 
the pleasures of^infor a season, Heb. xi. surely 
this must be, becau$e even the afflictions of the 
one are better than tlie pleasures of the other* 
That the gospel does both ienjoin and secure a 
piore strict regard to morals than any human sys* 
tern of ethics, I believe none will deny : for I am 
not aware, that an instance has ever occurred of 
any one having r^ected th^ gospel, on account 
pf any deficiency or laidty in its moral precepts^ 
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The enemies to the gospel will grant this; 
nor will they in their consciences deny, that, with 
all the imperfections discovered in real lovers 
of the gospel, they at times, like Agrippa, are 
almost persuaded to the belief of the truth, by 
their' spirit and walk. Yes, there is something 
in believers which libertines often wish to attain : 
it is not their creed, but the inward peace and 
joy resulting from it. Surely then he is the 
happy man, who " binds the gospel to his heart." 
The Infidel rejects the gospel, not because 
this rejection is the result of a fair and deliberate 
investigation of that confidence, to which the 
gospel lays claim : not because there is any 
reason to believe, that it promises more than it 
realizes to its possessor : not because it fails in 
times of affliction and sore outward trials, when 
its supports are mostly wanted: neither is its 
rejection in general to be ascribed to a convic- 
tion that it is not of God ; far from it : but while 
the heart remains unrenewed, and under the 
power of unbelief, the rejection of the gospel is 
easily accounted for, on the ground of its dislike 
to it. Because the earned mind is enmity against 
God; it is not subject to the law of Gody neither 
indeed can be, Rom. viii. 7. Leaving this class 
of men to the award of an approaching judgr 
ment, we proceed to notice that rejection of the 
gospel, which will appl j to many of those wh« 
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profess to receive it; these receir^ it in the lettei^ 
but submit not to its spirit. 

Many reasons, some of them of a subordinate 
nature, might be assigned; but perhaps they 
may all be included in the two following. 

I. Those who profess a regard only to the letter 
of the gospel, reject its spirit, because of its fmnt'^ 
bling tendency. 

It is easy for men notionally to receive the 
gospel in its general tenor, as a system of mercy^ 
revealing the marvellous display of the love of 
God, in giving his only begotten Son to be the 
Saviour of sinners. 

In this most general and partial view of 
the gospel thousands rest, and deceive them* 
selves; supposing they know and love the gospel, 
while they continue total strangers to that part 
of it, from which alone they can >on proper 
grounds conclude their saving interest in it. 
For these the blessed gospel is too humbling in 
two respects : 

1. In what it takes away. Is its professor a 
moralist? However incompatible morality may 
be with the gospel, as a ground of hope for a 
sinner; yet many gospel professors are going 
about to establish a righteousness of their own^ 
not submitting themselves to the righteousness 
of God, Indeed a self-righteous spirit is so inter- 
woven in our natures, that to be saved without 
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our contributing tmy thing towards our own 
salvation, appears to the mind, unenlightened by 
the gospel, preposterous and alarming. To those 
who have been carefully building up their Babel of 
human merit, and who have thought the top there" 
of would soon reach unto heaven, how mortifying 
that word which bids them desist; which at 
once levels their building with the ground ; and 
adds, by the deeds of the law shall no flesh 
living he justified! This demolition the gos- 
pel will and must effect. Its object is to slay 
the vain confidence of man in bis own works^ 
to show him that all his righteousnesses aire 
but filthy rags; Isa. Ixiv. 6. and to leave him 
a sight of nothing in and of hirpself, but sin. 
The gospel thus taking away every vestige of 
self-applause, no longer sufiers us to go toGod, 
saying, God, I thank thee^ I am not as sinful 
as other men; but humbling us in the dust, 
constrains us to confess our sins, and to beg for 
mercy; see Luke xviii. 13. 

And as the gospel thus strips us of all our 
ideas of inherent righteousness, and of merit as 
arising out of any conformity to the divine law, 
so it takes away our supposed ability to do any 
thing acceptable to God of ourselves. If after 
having thought highly of our attainments, we 
^ould sufier any alarm by a consciousness that 
our works will not be found perfect before God, 

c 
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and this qualm be soon got over by the oooside^^ 
ation, thai: it h only necesafuy for us to put too a 
Iktle more strength and r^solutipnj^to be more unit 
fotm and vigilant^ and more to guard our desires 
and afifections, and we may still hope that our obe- 
dience will be accepted; the gospel drives ut^ 
from this hold by assuring us, that we are with-' 
cmt strength; that we are not sufficient to think 
miff thing as of ourselves ; but that our suffix 
cimey is of Qod» And if we still cling to a 
reserve of strength in ourselves, the divine word 
a^dmonishes us, that the heart is deceitful, and 
desperately wicked; and that he that trttsteth 
his own heart i on account of its self- flattering 
suggestions, is a fool ; for that it will surely fail 
and deceive, him. Moreover, the gospel takes 
away any ground of boasting, or of hope towards 
God, from our external, national, or family pri- 
vileges* Ani outward subjection to the authority 
of the gospel, as seen in our constant attendance 
upon it, will avail us nothing; for he is not a 
true christian, who is only so outwardly : see 
Bom. ii. 28, 29. No peq)le could pride them*- 
selves more on account of national distinction^ 
than the Jews ; and so &r as their privileges 
were embrace^ to right pui^oses^ they had, says 
Paul, much advantage every way : but resting 
in tfieir outward siqperi(M:ity, and rejecting the 
spirit of the gospel^ they were cut off. And to 
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wh^t evil ptineiple did he attribute their destruc- 
tion ? To unbelief: see Rom. ix. 32. Nor are 
there, perhaps, few in our days, who take comfort 
from the pereuasion, that though they do not 
pray thcmselires, yet liaving parents, ministers, 
and others, who pray for them, and knowing 
that the frayer of a righteous man avails 
eth much, in some future day, their soub will 
enjoy the benefit of these prayen. Under ths 
delusioD they restrain prayer themselves; for 
their hearts being yet wedded to some evil way, 
they fear that their prayers may possibly interfere 
with their propendties, which they wish to in- 
dulge a little longer; nor do they desire that the 
prayers of others should be heard for them, until 
they have lived a few more years in their present 
ievil course. Their principal fear is, lest they 
should be disturbed too soon ! Though knowing, 
that, unless they are changed before they die, 
they must be lost, they indulge the pleasing 
thought, while going on in sin, that a number 
6f prayers are putting on the file for them ; and 
therefore they are buoyed up with the idea, that 
they shall not be suffered to die in an unpardon-* 
ed and guilty state. Awfiil delusion ! Against 
this the gospel thus guards us. But let every 
man prove his own work, and then shall he 
have rejoicing in himself alone, and not in 
another. For every man shall bear his ojmi 

c 2 
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burden. Gal. vi. 4, 5. see also Mattli. ili. 9. 
2 Cor. xiii. 5. Yes^ the go&pel saps this vain 
hope^ by assuring us, that if we would obtain 
an interest in its Uessings, we must oak, that 
we may receive; we must seek^ or we shall 
iiever^d; we must knock, or the door of mercy 
will remain shut against us. The gospel thus 
driving the sinner from his refuges of liesy and 
he being a stranger ta its real spirit, no wonder 
that his unhumbled mind rejects it. But unbe- 
lief is the cause, and at the bottom of this rejec* 
tion ; for did he see and truly believe in the utter 
unworthiness of all hb moral duties, and in his to- 
tal weakness and depravity ; did he properly see 
that every moment, which leaves him short oi 
union to Christ, may be the moment which shall 
fix him beyond the reach of hope, he would 
instantly embrace the gospel, and would not 
venture to build a hope upon any expected change 
at some fuj^ure day. The gospel is of too hum-* 
bling a tendency, 

2. In what it enjoins and requires. Against 
tills a heart under the prevalence of unbelief will 
not fail to raise objections. The gospel enjoins 
genuine repentance for sin. This cannot be 
experienced without the searching influence of 
truth upon the conscience. This influence must 
bring sin properly to Tight, and will be attend- 
ed with disquietude of spirit ; many arrows of 
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the Almigfaty mil stick fast m the hearty and 
many violent struggles ensue between the love 
of sin, and die alarms of conscience. In these 
points the go^l instructs men, who only know 
it in its outward administration ; but, whilst they 
know that there can be no true repentance without 
this, owing to the strong hold which the love 
of sin has yet on their hearts, they dread any 
further acquaintance with^ or concern about 
these things. Was not Felix in a state very si- 
milar to this? For though he had beard but 
little of the gospel before, yet living, as is sup-* 
posed, in adultery, and being greatly under the 
influence of a covetous heart, he could not bear 
to hear Paul finish his sermon ; but tremhlmgy 
he bid him go bis way for that time. He would 
sooner part wHh the blessed gospel, because it 
interfered with his propensities^ than heigr it 
again, to be reminded of, and to be reproved for, 
Jiis sin. 

And does not the gospel appear to have been 
Tejected by the unbelieving Jews, as much on 
tfab ground, as on any other; viz. because it so 
inmiediately disjdayed the unavailing nature of 
those forms and ceremonies, wUch they were 
substituting in the place of real godliness; be- 
cause it exposed their pride in reUgion ; detect- 
ed their lukewarmness and hypocrisy; and en- 
joined a spiritual state of heart and worship, to 
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which they had been strangers ? In short, because 
it enjoined that repentance, which condemns < 
botli the practice and love of sin, and places the 
sinner in the dust before a holy God ? 

Our Lord's first sermon to the Jews clearly 
shews, that little real religion was found among that 
people. They appear to have been ignorant of 
the spirit of the moral law, and regarded it only 
in the letter. If they did not literally kill, 
commit adultery, resist evil, &c. they thought 
they had suffieiently observed the divine pre- 
cepts ; and in this they rested. But the Saviour 
shews them that the law was designed to keep their 
hearts from evil propensities, as well as their 
lives from. evil actions. Tf>- this source of evil*, 
however, they seem to have paid but little atten- 
tion ; and frequently shewed their surprise, when 
our Lord advanced any thing, which seemed to 
imply the defective state of their hearts in reli- 
gion. We be AbrahanCs seedy and were never 
in boitdage to any man. Because ye say, 
we see, therefore your sin remainetfL On 
another occasion,^ when Chxkt had been declar* 
ing, that the heart was the source from whence 
all evil came, as from its original fountain, saying,. 
t/iat which cometh out of the hearty this de^ 
^fileth a nuin; Then came his disciples^ and 
said unto him, Knowest thou that the Phari-'^ 
sees were offended after they heard this say-- 
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mg f Matth. xv. 12. Thus the gospel^ not only 
as it preached Christ crucified, btkt as it implied 
the total depfkvity of the heart, the guilt of 
inan, and the necessity of a complete renovation 
of the soul, was to the Jews a stumbling blocks- 
as yneW as to the Qreeks foolishness. It is not 
enough to say that the gospel was refected by the 
Jews : so great was their dislike to it, that we are' 
told, that when Paul had shewed first unto them 
of DamasctiSj and at Jerusalem^ and through- 
out all the coasts of Judea, and then to the 
GeniHeSj thai they should repent, and turn to 
God, and do works meet for repentance ; for 
these caytses, says Paul, the Jews caught me in 
the temple, and went about to kill me. Acts 
xrvi. 20, 21 . Thus the gospel, owing to its ten- 
dency to detect, expose, and condemn the evils 
of the heart, is the innocent cause of stirring: 
up and exciting the rage of wicked men against 
itself, and its friends. So true is it indeed, that the 
holy child Jesus is set for the fall, as well as 
the rising again, of many in Israel; and for 
a sign that shall be spoken against, Luke ii« 
34. 

But is not thb opposition to the gospel eha- 
racterfstic of men in every age? The time 
will come, when they will not endure sound 
doctrine. Let it be observed, that these words 
immediately follow the solemn charge Paul was 
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giving to Timothy^ to. preach the wordy to be. 
instant in season, and out qfseasofi; to reprove f 
rebukey exhorty with all long-suffering and 
doctrine* And as it is said of those persons, 
they shall turn away their ears from the 
truth, and shaU he turned *unto fables, itJm* 
pKes that they were gospel professors. How aw^ 
fttUy then does this admonish piofess(»rs now 
to take heed, lest there be in any of them an 
evil heart of unbelief, in departing from, the 
living God ! Jt is no unusual thing fer Ae 
gospel to give ofience to many of its professed 
friends^ both in what it takes away, as already 
stated, and in what it enjoins : their hearts are 
too powerfully inclined to evil, to regard its pro- 
hibitions, and too lax to enlbrace its. strict com-^ 
mands. And as our Lord and his Apostles found 
no enemies more virulent against the truth, than 
those who paid tithe of anise, mint, and cumr- 
min, but neglected the weightier mutters of 
the HKH^l lato; so the ofifcnce which some pro* 
fessors, in different ages, have taken against 
p^rts of divine truth, has stirred them up to a- 
most malignant opposition against our God and> 
his Christ: which opposition would cease, the 
iiistant they truly believed those views which the 
gospel gives, of their depravity, helplessness, - 
guilt, and danger. These things believed, the* 
necessity of repentance would be felt, and the gos<* 
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pel would be received, as bringing the glad tidings 
of salvation to perishing sinners. The radical 
source then of all opposition, must be that un- 
belief, the evils of which it is the object of these 
pages to expose. 

The gospel enjoins faith in the Lord JesfiS 
Christ. If ye believe not that I am he, ye shall 
die in your sins. But, say such persons, we 
da believe that Christ is the only Saviour, and 
can adopt the declaration of Peter, which was 
so much approved by Christ] Thou art the 
Christ, the Son of the living God! But it 
should be remembered, that it was not with the 
declaration merely that Christ was pleased ; but 
with the spirit of conviction and love from whence 
it proceeded. 

The demons, ejected from those possessed^ 
had before acknowledged htm as Jesus, the Son 
of God ; and many, who had so far acknowledg- 
ed Christ as to Jiave cast out devils in his name, 
remained so destitute of any real conformity td 
Christ, that we are told, Christ will at the last 
day profess to them, I never kneiv you ; depart 
from mey ye that work iniquity. Matt. vii. 23. 

It is necessary then that we enquire, what 
that faith in Christ is, which the gospel enjoins ? 
And this will plainly discover to us, that the 
cause of so many resting short of this faith it^^ 
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Ibeir being shut tip in unbelief. The fkitb^ en*- 
joioed so frequently^ is that exercise of sotU^ 
which sees Christ in such a point of view, as 
makes him appear the chief of ten thousand^ 
and altogether lovely. To the eye of laith, 
Christ appears a neceeeary character ; but as such, 
to many who profess to believe in him, he is un- 
known. They view him no farther necessary, and 
regard bim no more, than the mariner does a s^-^ 
cond anchor, sail, or compass, which, when pr«^ 
paring for his voyage, he takes with him, that in 
case the first should not hold out, or any accident 
should happen, he may then have the other to use«. 
^o> many, building upon another foundation £or^ 
eternity, think it very well, that there is a Sa-» 
viour, who, if they fail of themselves, may bring 
fhem to heaven at last \ But to place Christ in 
suefa a subordinate station, is indeed awfully t9 
undervalue him, to mistake his character, and 
in e&ct to declare, that we are total stranger^ 
^o any saving knowledge of him* How difil^rent 
the view real beUevers have of him i To them 
Christ is the sail, anchor, and compass, without 
which they dare not put to sea ^ the aionefoun* 
daiion, on which they build. In tBe sys* 
tern of grace, Christ is the sun, the source of 
heavenly light and influence, whose attractive 
beams draw forth the aifections which bis own 



Spirit hat otated^ aad <xM»tnim ^Ae bdtev«r t« 
sity to him, 

*^ Tbou art the ^a of love, 

'* Where all my pleasures roll, 
'' The circle where my passions ma?e, 

" And centre of my soid." 

True faith wiil lead us to see the love of God 
in the appoiQtnietit of Christ to the office of 
Redeemer. Does Christ become the Mediator 
between Qod and men ? Faith iiees there could 
bave been no way for a sinner's sq^proach unto 
God, had not Jesus laid bis hand upon both parties, 
as our days-man : consequently, he feels a sacred 
pleasure and confidence in bis approaches tO' 
God, l^ the blood of Jesus; by a new and 
Mving wm^^ which he hath T&nsecrated for m^ 
throtigh the vail, that is to nay, his flesh. The 
aureti^faip of Jesus, by which lie engaged to 
make honourable that divine law which we bad 
dishonoured by disobedience, and to obtain a just 
and full remission of sin, by beitig himself made 
a sacrifice for sin, will be justly valued by fidth; 
the soul feeling, that so great was the demerit' 
<tf sin, that there could have been no remission, 
without the shedding of the Saviour's blood. 

So those offices of Christ, which relate to- him, 
not only as Priest, but. as our Preset and King, 
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irill appeal iikditspensable to the eye of fftith ; 
and in these believers will rejoice. Convinced 
of their ignorance, they will be glad in having 
90 divine a Teacher; lamenting their stubborn 
and rebellious wills, they will rejoice that God 
has set his King upon his holy hill of Zion. 
This faith discerns, that Christ is of God, made 
imlo the soul, wisdomj righteousnessj sanct^ 
tation, and redemption. In every office which 
Christ sustains, faith discerns an important mean- 
ing: not one will appear superfluous^ not one 
without its essential use* 

Is Christ the author of faith ? No sooner is 
tbe sinner quickened by the Spirit, than as one 
alive from the dead, he gives the most lively 
praise to Christ for his spiritual existence. Is 
the soul to be reared from the wreck of ruin la 
which it lay, and to be beautified as a holy temple 
unto the Lord? How readily, feeling its own 
weakness, and the opposition of the old man to 
the progress of divine grace, will it acknowledge, 
that the consummation of the work is not by 
mighty nor by power, but by my S^init^ saith 
the Lord of Hosts. Zeeh. iv. 6. In this will 
tjie believing soul feel its safety, that Christ 
is the ^msA^r of faith also. This indeed, as 
believers desire it should, lays creature boasting 
v|^ the dust j but it sweetly fits the soul for loud 
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sbngs of praise to God ; so that when the head- 
stone is put upon the spiritual building, then the 
redeemed will cry, Grace, Greece^ unto iL 

But if such be the nature and concomitants 
cff true faith, is it not evident, that many, who 
profess the christian name^ are strangers to any 
experimental acquaintance with it ? Indeed^ such 
views of Christ and his grace cannot comport 
with our natural state. We must be delivered 
from our blindness, our pride, and self-righteous- 
ness, ere we shall behold him in his excellency : 
till this change be wrought, he will appear to us, 
as to the Jews of old, as a root out of a dry 
ground, which hath no form nor jcomeliness, 
no beauty that we should desire him. Here 
we see the reason why our dear Redeemer is 
rejected of men. It is not because he has no 
credentials to attest hh divine character and 
mission ; it is not because he has no claims upon 
the confidence of sinners ; but because unbelief 
has blinded their eyes : they see not their mala- 
dy; they value not the remedy. — ^The thick 
dailcness there is upon their minds, is suggested 
to us by Saul's case; concerning whom, when he 
was convinced of his past enmity io Jesus, and 
was exhorted to wash away his sins^ it is said» 
immediately there fell from hi^ eyes, as it had 
heen scales. This some have supposed to be an 
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emblem of the darkness and prejudice wliidk 
before veiled his mind. Again, 

The gospel enjoins new obedience. Tlie 
faith that is alone, that is, which brings forth no 
good fruits, the apostle James tells us, is deacL 
This therefore cannot be the faith wrought in 
the heart by < the Spirit ; for saving faith is & 
living, abidiqg, and productive principle. Some 
have considered it as the root, which seminallj 
or virtually contains all the other graces. Agree- 
ably to this idea, we find that it produces godly sorrow 
for sin. They shall look upon me whom they have, 
piercedj and mourn. Zech. xii. 10. Whence it 
is evident, that true repentance must be preced- 
ed by a view of the evil of sin, as displayed in 
the sufferings of Christ. Another fruit of faith 
is love. Paul calls ii^ faith that worketh by love^ 
Gal. V. 6. It produces lo\e, and then works by it; 
as the mechanic first makes the lever, and then 
by it raises the weight ; or as the hydrographer 
first produces his chart for the voyage, and then 
sails by it. 

By the eye of faith, discerning the excellencies 
of Christ, affection is produced. The soul is en- 
couraged and emboldened by the promise, to ven- 
ture on him : Christ being appropriated and rested 
in, the believer obtains union to him. Hence result 
peace, hope, and joy: whom having not seen ye 
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' hve : in ivhowty though now ye see him not^ 
yet believing, ye rejoice with joy unspeakable 
and full of glory, 1 Pet. i. 8. The heart ftiis 
changed^ and enriched by the love of a Saviour, 
must feel a real desire to glorify him. The sti- 
mulus to this is the love of Christ ; we bfve him 
because he first loved us. Love therefore is 
the root or principle of hew obedience. And it is 
neia obedience, because of this divine principle 
from which it proceeds : 

*' 'Tis love that makes our cheerful feet 
** In swift obedieuce move." 

To this principle others are strangers. If they 
attend to any parts of religicm, it is not because 
religion is pleasant to them; but they put a 
force upon themselves, and with the terrors of a 
slave attend to divine things, only so far as is 
necessary to make their consciences cease fropi 
being constant tormentors. On the contrary, the 
believer, drawn by the cords of love, possesses 
the grand requisite to make his obedience to 
Christ both desirable and pleasant. The heart 
being thus prepared by the implantation and exer- 
cise of right principles, is led to ask, ZfOrd^ what 
-wilt thoU have me to do f Speak^ Lord^for thy 
servant heareth. Wherewith sliall I glorify 
thee? These enquiries meet with ample direct 
tions in the sacred word. Christ says, A new 
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commandment give I unto ydUy that ye lo9e 
one another. John xiii. 34. This is a purer 
love, and springs from a beHer principle, tkan 
could ever be known by the law of Moses ; and 
therefore may well be called a new command^ 
ment.* But without enumeratmg all the com* 
mands and institutions of Christ, suffice it to re* 
mark, that Christ being received as a Priest to 
atone, is received also as a Prophet to teadi, and 
as a King to rule; his commands are not 
grievous: his yoke is easy, and his burden 
is light. Whatever Jesus commands, a wiU to 
obey is ever present in believers. Hence they 
do not complain, that hb commands are to6 
strict,. or his government too rigid; because they 
delight in the law of Ood (tfter the inward 
man. Indeed, such is the character of their 
wonderful Counsellor, Lawgiver, and Lord, that 
by the change which his Spirit has wrought upon 
their hearts, and the principles by which they now 
feel themselves governed, they can say respect*- 
log their views of the moral law, as well as of got* 
pel institutions. Behold, old things are passed 
away; aU things are become new. 

Is this the language of the true followers of 
the Lamb ? Surely the unbeliever is a very diffe* 
rent character ! There is not a command, either 
in the law or gospel, but he hates. Says the 
Psalmist, God is not maUhis thoughts. His 
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nfo^n ore aiways grievous. Psalm x?H!. 4, 5. 
Unbelief is particularly opposed to the pleasures 
of christian obedience. Because the gqq>el di- 
rects us to ways, in which we are not inclined to 
walk, therefore unbelief says there can be no 
pleasure in them. Hence unbelief may be con* 
sidered as sending at the beginning of the way^ 
to hinder people from entering therein; and 
until this cause of stumbling be removed, reli-* 
gion can never become the object of delightful 
pur^it. 

What a heinous sin must that be, which re- 
jects the gospel, because of the obedience which 
it requires ! such is the sin of unbelief. But let 
it be observed, that unbelief rejects the gospel, 

U. Because of its holy tendency. Ex- 
ternal conformity to the will of Christ, is one 
great branch or effect of gospel holiness. But 
we wish now to consider its sacred and indis- 
pensable influence upon, and its pleasing sway 
over, the heart. 

When the set time to favour a sinner is come, 
God says to him effectually. My Son, give me 
thine heart. This language implies the follow- 
ing things : 

1; That the heart of man has been surrendered 
to a wrong master. This indeed has been the 
case, ever since our first parents gave heed to 
the seductive arts of the devil, when he lay hid 
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SB the serpent. From that mommt, Ae de?il 
gained such an awfiil, and so complete an as^ 
eendency orer mankind, that Paul, ^en speak-* 
ing of him, calls him the God of this worldy 
2 Cor. iv. 4. and the Prince of the power of 
the air, the' spirit that now worketh tn the 
ehildren of disobedienee. £^h. ii. 2. The 
word, ift^ylhtH, rendered, worketh, in this very 
important passage, is much more forcible in the 
ordinal. It occurs in many other places of the New 
Testament, and signifies such a working as de* 
notes efficacy, aind the most lively activity. 
James uses it in a good sense, and calls it 
the effectual fervent prayer. Paul uses it 
in a bad sense, and calls it strong delusion. 
In thb passage, it notes the power and force of 
that authority, which Satan maintains over the 
unregenerate, or the unbelieving: and if. the 
words, the spirit, were put in the genitive case, 
it would not only be strictly conformable to the 
T«ti wnvfuifrH of the original, but, in the opinion of 
the writer, would make the subjection of the 
unbeliever to the devil, appear the more humi- 
liating. The passage would then read thus \ 
fFherein in time passed ye walked, euicording 
to the course of this world, according to the 
prince of the power of the air, of the spirit 
that now energizes in the children of disobe* 
dience. 
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To thSs evfl authority has man completely 
surrendered himself : to diis has every faculty of 
the soul become subject; so that the natund man^ 
we are told, is taken captive hy the devil, ai 
his will* The heart, thus possessed by the foul 
spirit, is occuped with evil in every part. Paul* 
describes it, as being ^lied with alt unrighteous* 
nessjfomicatwny tviekedness, eovetousnessy ma^ 
lici&usness; f%M of envyj nwrder^ debate^ (or 
contention,) deceit, malignity. He further de- 
scribes me&,in anunrenewed state, as whisperers^ 
backbUers, haters of God, despiteful, praudf 
boasters, inventors of evil things, disobedient to 
parenis,without understanding, covenant break'^ 
ers,wiihout$uUural€^ection,%mplacable,unmer* 
cifuL Horn. i. 29, 30, 31. Nor to this indicts 
ment can any one plead, not ouii^Ty. For aU 
though each particular disposition, here specified^ 
may not appeal equally prominent in every one; 
yet the stamina of each are within us, and have 
generally produced their evil fruits, whenever the 
sinner has been placed in circumstances favours- 
able to their growth. So true is that which our 
liord affirms. Ye are of your father the devil, 
and the lusts of pour fat Iter ye will do. John 
viiL 44. But while we deplore this subjection 
lo the devil, we observe, that another feature of 
the heart is, 

2. That it is unwilling to come to God. With 
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what infinite condescension does God address 
•inners, saying, Behold^ I stand at the door 
and knock ! How long has he stood there before 
he wa6 admitted ! In how many instances has he 
at length gone away, the heart remaimng shut 
against him; whilst the hardened sinner has^ 
impudently said. Depart from us; for we 
desire not the knowledge of thy ways ! See 
Job xxi. 14. How justly after this might God 
say, Because I have called^ and ye refusedr^I 
0iso will laugh at your calamity ^ and mock, 
when your fear cometh ! Prov. i. 24, 26. This 
charge is brought against us by Christ : Ye will 
not come to me^ that ye might have life. John 
T. 40. How great the gift here presented, Ufe ! 
eternal life and happiness! Yet even this is 
treated by our unbelief with contempt, and we 
put it far from us, like the Jews of old, and 
judge it unworthy our pursuit ! To the subjec- 
tion of the heart to God our whole natures are 
opposed; they are not subfect to the law of 
Gody neither indeed can he, until we are made 
willing in the day of God's power. 

3. God has a right to the heart. It was ori- 
ginally his : he created it in his own image, in 
knowledge, righteousness, and holiness; and 
though we have wickedly departed from our 
God, and yielded ourselves to Satan, yet God 
has by no means lost hb right ; and he may re- 



tf VnbOirf. 9i 

call it, when and ia what way he pleases. The 
soul, indeed, is considered as lost by sin, and atrob^ 
noxious to eternal punishment: but God has 
wonderfully, and most graciously interposed, 
saying, Deliver him from going doum to the 
pity I have found a ransom. God so loved the 
world, that he gave his only begotten Son, 
that whosoever beUeveth m hkn, should not 
ferishy but have everlasting l^e. John ni. 11B« 
Christ has redeemed us from the curse of the 
lawy being made a curse for uS'. Gal. iii. IS. 
The suffering which Christ endured, when he 
offered himself a sacrifice for his people's sin, 
was the price which he paid into the hands of 
divine justice for their deliverance from future 
punishment; and his obedience to the law, being 
imputed to them f<»r their righteousness, they 
are accounted righteous before God. And by 
him, all that beliere are justified from alt 
thingSyfrom tuhich thfy could not be justified 
by the law of Moses. Acts xiii. 39. Salvation, . 
therfefoie, must be alone the work of sovereign 
grace: Ye have sold youneloee far nought^ 
ea&h the Lord, and ye ehaU be redeemed 
without money. Isa. lii. 3. Did we really beCeve 
our apostacy from God, that we have been with- 
holding our hearts from dieir rightful owner, and' 
have been serving <me, who has usurped ihe place 
of God, we should then indeed approach the divine 
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the epes of ytmr tmderstandmg being enligM^ 
ened. I^h. i. 17) IB. And with vrfaat does the 
believer «wish his understainfing to foe princi^ 
pally conversant, extended, and fiUed ? Soiely it 
is, TTuii I may KSirvf kim^and the power of his 
wesurrectwn^ and thefellowsMp of his stcfferingj 
being made conformable wito his death. Phil. 
iii« 10. That I may be able to comprehend^ 
with all saints, what is the breadth, and length, 
and depth, and heighih, and to enow the love 
of Christ, which pa^seth knowledge. £ph. 
iii. IS, 1^. See hence the holy influence of 
truth upon the understanding. 
. 2. Upon ihe memory. The unbeliever, see- 
ing nothing important in revealed truth, uses no 
means to acquire aiiy abiding acquaintance with 
|t« Should any subject of religion pass over his 
minAi he regrets not its departure, though it 
leave not a vestige behind. In many instances, 
he is even at pains to get rid of any impressions 
whidh it Vfvay have made upon his recollection i 
He is sometimes afraid to hear the gospel 
preached, lest, if unwelcome to him, he should 
sot be able to lose what he may hear so 
i90on as he could wish. Hence he stoppeth his 
ears, and will not hearken to the charmer, 
charming never so wisely. On the other hand, 
the believer has not known pr felt any influence 
9f religioa upon his heart, but what he wishes to 
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feel again and again, and to feel in a much 
greater degree than before. Even the worm' 
wood and the gaily his soul hath them still in 
remembrance^ and is humbled within him. 
Lam. ill. 20. His song in the night he loves to 
call to remembrance. Psalm Ixxvii. 6. He 
thinks of God upon his bed^ and his soul is 
satisfied as with marrow and fatness. His 
concern for Zion is stamped so deeply upon his 
heart, as to constrain him to say, If I forget 
thee — let my right hand forget her cunning. 
Psalm cxxxvii. 5. 

But are not believers apt to forget what has 
passed between God and their souM Yes, in- 
deed : IfoTgat prosperity. Lam. iii. 17- This 
IS a lamentation, and shall be for a lamentation^ 

" How small a portion of thy grace, 
*' My mem'ry can retain 1" 

Yes, it is their grief that vaifi thoughts lodge 
so long within them, and that they so soon for- 
get the wonders of God's providence and grace 
towards them. Thus what the believer desires 
to reraeml3er, the unbeliever wishes to forget; and 
what the unbeliever wishes to forget, the believer 
desires above all things to remember] 

3. Consider the holy influence of religion 
upon *the conscience. By this influence it is 
that conscience is awakened to a sense of right 
and wrong; «o that we truly follow the one, and 
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shun the other. Rom. ii. 15. By the mfluenoa 
of religion it is that conscience is brought into 
daily action : Herein do I exercise myself, to 
have always a conscie7ice void of offence to^ 
ward God and toward men* Acts xxiv. 16. 

It is the necessary consequence of religious 
Influence, that it makes the c(»iscience tender* 
A most pleasing instance we have of this in 
the life of David. Who that considers the in* 
veterate malice and cruelty of design that Saul had 
conceived against that holy man, and what evils he 
had already done him, but would have expected, 
that if ever David should Iiave him in his power, 
he would Ifike care that he should never be in a 
capacity any more for doing him a mischief^ 
Atjength the opportunity occurs — ^his servants 
urge him to kill his enemy : David finding him 
asleep in his tent, cuts oflF a piece of his robe : 
And afterwards David^s heart smote him^ be^ 
cause he had cut off SauVs skirt. 1 Sam. 
xxiv. 5. 

A sanctified conscience will forbid a man's 
hastening to be rich ; will not suffer him to take 
advatitage of the ignorance of others, to his un-* 
just gain. I need not say, that, if this be the 
influence of the gospel, it will ever be rejected 
by all those who remain under the power of un- 
belief. 

4. The influence of the gospel ujion the will. 
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llie will is a leading and commanding facult]^ 
of the soul, in the exercise of which we purpose 
and pursue what we desire. It is inseparably 
connected with the understanding and affections, 
and influenced by both. To gain its assent, is 
necessary to action ; and this can be gained only 
in proportion as the object appears desirable, Satan 
jcnew well, that this citadel must be takcn^ as his 
only way of entrance into our world. He therefore 
dazzled the minds of our first parents, with the 
^easing and amazing results of their following 
his advice. And when they saw that ii was 
a tree to be desired to make one wise^ they 
took of the fruit thereof, and did eat. Gen. 
iii. 6. The first discovery we have of sin in 
our world, is unbelief of the truth of God, and 
the belief of a lie. And this may serve as a 
view of the present state of mankind throughout 
the world. The mind is carnal ; is enmity 
against God; it is not subject to the law ef 
6ody neither indeed can be. Rom. viii. 7- 

So completely corrupt and erroneous is the 
will in its decisions, that if good and evil be pre- 
sented, it calls the evil good, and the good evil* 
Isa. v. 20. Therefore it is a very unsafe and 
dangerous guide to follow. Yet, of what is the 
natural man more fond than of his own will ? To 
this he attaches a kind of independence ; as if 
God himself had no right to control it. Oar 
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lips are our otvn : who is Lord over ns ? Psalm 
xii. 4. Thus the sinner bids a daring defiance to 
Omnipotence itself ! And is it in the power of the 
gospel to curb thb unruly power ? Yes, to bring 
it down ; to change it, and to lay it as submis- 
sively at the footstool of God, as ever a rebel was 
known to kneel before his oiiended sovereign* 

But how does the gospel effect this ? Not by 
any inherent power in the letter of it, or in him 
that does administer it ; but only by the blessing 
of Christ, and the working of his Spirit in them 
that by faith receive it. This power attending 
the gospel does not put any force upon the will. 
"It is a contradiction," says Charnock, " for 
" the will to be moved unwillingly : — ^if it be 
" forced, it ceaseth to be will : — God changeth 
*^ the inclination of the will, but does not force 
" it against its inclination."* The will is won 
over to the side of God and truth, by a difference 
of judgment imparted to the understanding, by 
which the mind views things in their ovra proper 
light. Thus that which is evil is seen as evil ; 
the good, as good ; and a new taste being given, 
the evil is abhorred, and the good is made choice 
of, and pursued.t This is the work of God the 

* Discourse on Regeneration. 

f «' When there is a new nature implanted, it makes a 
<« change in all the powers and faculties of the soul ; there 
« is a n«w light shining in the understanding, vastly diffe- 
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Spirit; discorering to the soul its danger, and 
the deformity of vice, it rises up against it with ab- 
horrence : and the Spirit discovering the excel- 
lencies of the Redeemer, it is hrought a willing 
captive at hb feet. Finding the Redeemer's 
yoke both easy and pleasant, reflecting upon tht 
manner in which the change has taken place, 
and dweUiog with delight upon the repast wliich 
his soul derives from the gospel, he asks, 

" Why was I mad* to bear his Toice^ 

*^ And enter wbiJe there^ room $ 
" When thousands make a wretched choice, 

'* And rather starrc than come V* 

And then adds with others, 

" Twas the same love that spread th^ feast, 

" That sweetly forc'd w* in j . 
. f Else we had still refus'd to taste, 
*^ And perish'd in our sin/* 

Thus the promise made to Christ is fulfilled, 
Thy people shall be wiUing in the day of thy 
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rent from, and superior to, that which it had before.— 
" This light ill the understanding, being attended with 
*' power in the wiU, it is hereby induced to comply with 
** its dictates $ not bai«ly as being prevuled on by rational 
'' arguments, but as there is a divine power accumpanying 
" them.— Our reasoning powers and faculties would be to 
" no purpose, if there were not a superior power determin- 
** ing the wiU to a thorough compliance therewith/' I>r. 
Ridley's Body of IHvinity : on Human Liberty. 
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power. Psalm ex. 3. But the heart of unbelkf 
dbcerns not the fitness, beauty, or value ^f these 
things* Though grace shall prove invincible 
where it is imparted, yet what unwillingness is 
there to submit to its holy reign ! How forcibly 
is the unbeliever addressed, Acts vii. 51. Ye 
st\f'-necked and uncircumdsed in heart and 
earSf ye do always resist the Hofy Ghost; as 
your fathers did, so do ye* 

** None but a power divinely strong 
" Can turn the current of the soul/' 

5. The gospel has an influence upon the af- 
fections. The soul having been enabled to con- 
quer its prejudices, and to receive Christ, choosing 
him for his friend and portion, the question to 
be considered now is, in what way Christ deals 
with the heart thus surrendered to him? Add 
what is the testimony the soul gives respecting 
its new estate ? 

No sooner is the will savingly changed, than 
Christ discovers to us that his object is to make 
the heart pure. In bringing the soul into a par- 
ticipation of grace, God accomplishes his pro- 
mise. Then will I sprinkle clean water upon 
you, . and ye shall be clean : from all your 
pithiness, and from all your idols will I cleanse 
you. A neiv heart also mil I give you, and a 
new spirit will I put within you : and I will 
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take away the stony heart out of your fleshy 
and I will give you an heart of flesh. And I 
will put my spirit within you, and cause you 
to walk in my statutes, and ye shall keep my 
Judgments, and do them. Ezek. xxxvi. 25, 2S, 

This work principally consists in giving to the 
affections their proper and only lawful bias^ and 
in exciting them to the exercises adapted to a 
renewed state. We can easily understand, that 
the soul Is the subject of desire, pleasure, love^ 
delight, joy, hope; aversion, dissatisfaction, ha* 
tred, abhorrence, dread, and fear* If we be alsa 
enlightened with a true knowledge of ourselves, we 
shall as plainly see, that these affections are all out 
of place ; or that they are directed towards, and 
fixed upon, the contrary objects to those they 
should be. For instance, not to mention every, 
affection here cited, let us refer to one or two t. 
ought not our fear to be directed towards God ? 
Yet we are told, and must confess it to be true, 
that by nature, there is no fear of God before^ 
our eyes. Horn. iii. 18. Are we not commanded 
to love the Lord our God with all our soul, mind, 
and strength ? But the same word which enjoins 
this, with no less truth declares, that we are en^ 
mity against God. Rom. viii. 7. We know we 
ought to love holiness, and hate sin ; but our na*- 
ture is to love sin, and hate holiness. This js the 
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state in which we are found by our gracious 
God. But when^ according to his promise^ he 
puts his Spirit within us^ then he causes us to 
waVc in his ways, and to delight ourselves in 
the Lord. By nature our desire, pleasure, love, 
delight, joy, and hope, centre in sin ; by renew- 
ing grace, these centre in God. By nature our 
aversion, hatred, dread, &c. apply to God as their 
object; by grace they are directed against sin» 
Thus the soul is formed anew ; order takes the 
place of confusion J the affections are set right, 
directed in their proper channel, and our leading 
desire is tp grow in grace, and in the know-^ 
ledge of mr Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ.' 
Further, the renewing of the soul not only re- 
spects the placing of the affegtions upon right ob- 
jects, but also exciting them to suitable exer- 
cise. The law of God was once a grievous 
yoke : now the language of the believer is. Oh, 
how love I thy law / it is my meditation all 
the day. Psalm cxix. 97* Once the word of 
God afforded us no pleasure, but was a source 
of trouble to us : now we can say, that it is, in 
its doctrines, precepts, promises, counsels, and 
supports, sweeter than honey or the honeys 
comb. Psalm xix. 10. Once Jesus Christ was 
set at nought by us ; now he is the altogether 
lovely, and the chief est of ten thousand. Once . 
we viewed hb people as the off-^scouring of all 
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things; now they are the excellent of the earthy 
in whom is all our delight. Psalm xvi. 3. Once 
the sabbath was agreeable to us, only as it was 
a day of leisure for worldly dissipations ; now we 
esteem it as a holy day, sacred to God and religi- 
ous exercises ; and can truly say, from our enjoy- 
ments in God's ordinances, I'})r a day in thy 
eaurts is better than a thousand. I had rather 
be a door-keeper in the house of my Gody than 
to dwell in the tents of wickedness. P^lm 
Ixxxiv. 10. 

Holy principles, as they are brought into suit« 
able exercise, must produce a very powerful ef- 
fect upon the soul : for to what do they relate ? 
Ta a God in covenant, to pardoned sin, to re- 
conciliation, adoption, and eternal life. And 
surely as I feel my interest in these, my afiec- 
tions must be lively; my soul must be happy. 
Accordingly we read such passages as the follow- 
ing : GrecU peace have they who love thy laWf 
and nothing shall offend them. The law of 
thy ^mouth is^better unto me, than thousands 
of gold and silver. Tfsalm cxix. 7^- — There-- 
fore being justi/ied by faith, we have peace 
with Gody through our Ziord Jest$s Christ. 
By whom also we have a^ccess by faith into 
this grace wherein we stand; and rejoice in 
hope of the glory of God. Rom. v. 1, 2. — Noi 
Qtdy so, but we also joy in God, through our 
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Jjord Jesus Christ j by whom we have now re^ 
eeived the atonement. Ver. 11. — Wlwm having 
not seen, ye love : in whom, though now ye see 
bim not, yet believingy ye rejoice with joy un^ 
spendable, and fuU of glory. 1 Pet. i. 8. llie 
worth of christian {Hindples may be further seea 
from their eflEbcacy, in raisiog die soul above de^ 
l^resaioii and alarm amidst the greatest difficult 
ties of life ; and in enabling believers to trust their 
all in God*s hands. Mtbough my home be not 
so -with God, yet he hath made with me an 
everlasting eovencmty ordered in all things and 
sure : for this is all my salvation and all my 
desire, although he make it not to grow. 2 
Sam. xxiii. 5. J%e Lord is my light and my 
falvation; whom shall J fear? the Lord is 
the strength of my life ; of whom shall I be 
afraid? Psalm xxvU. 1. — God is our refuge 
and strength, a very present help in trouble^ 
Ther^ore will not we fear, though the earth 
he removed, and though the mountains be 
^rried into the nHdst of the sea. Psalm xivt* 
1, 2« — ^though the fig-tree shaU not blossom, 
fmtber shall fruit be in the vines s the labour 
of the olive shall fail, and the fields shaU 
yield no meat ; the flock shall be cut off from 
the fold, and there shall be no herd in the 
stalls : yet J will r^oice in the Lord, I wilt 
joy in the Qod of n^ salvation. Uab* uu I7f 
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29.-—^/ know whom I hcsve believed^ cmd am 
persuaded^ that he is ahle to keep that which 

1 have committed unto him against that day. 

2 Tim. i. 12.— O deathy where is thy sting ? O 
gravey where is thy victory? The sting of 
dfeath is sin ji and the strength qf sin is the 
law. But thanks be to God, which giveth us 
the victory through dur Jjord Jesus Chrish 
I Cor. XV. 55. &c. 

This is the view, in brief, which the scrips 
tures give us of grace as a holy and efficaciotti 
principle; as changing the heart, renewing all 
its faculties^ directing and influencing all iti 
afTections, purifying it by £aith, and teaching us^ 
tJmt denying tmgodlinessy and worldly lusts^ 
we should live soberly^ righteously^ dnd godly^ 
in this present world* looking for that bless^ 
ed hope, and the glorious appearing qf the 
great God,^ and our Saviour Jesus Christ. 
Tit. ii. 12, 13. Grace, indeed, accomplisliing such 
purposes, may well be said to reign through 



*Thi8 passage haA long appeared to the writer as contain- 
i»g Att irrefragable proof of the deity of Christ. It is weB 
known, that no force is put upon the xal to translate it evem 
our Saviour &c. and the word rendered appearing; is the very 
word commonly used when the second coming^ or manifesta- 
tion of Christ 18 spoken of. See Col. iii. 4. and is expressly 
used of ChrUt, I Tim. iii. 16, God was manifest in iheftssh. 
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righteousness^ unto eternal life, by Jestts Chnst 
cur Lord, Rom. v. 21. 

That a gospel possessing such characteristics^ 
and laying such a claim to our confidence, 
should be rejected and contemned, carries with 
it a convincing evidence, that the heart is de^^ 
teitful above all things, and desperately ancS^ 
€d,. How infatuated are we to reject the counsel 
of God against ourselves ! The gospel ! Is it not 
the consummation of wisdom and love ? Is not 
this the point where all the perfections of Deitj 
concentrate? Is it not the brightest display' that 
was ever made of "God's glory ? Yet, alas, unbe- 
lief draws so thick a veil over the minds of men^ 
that all its glory lies concealed. Here is con- 
tained the wisdom of God, but it is in a mystery, 
and therefore called the hidden mystery, 1 Cor. 
ii. 7« But to whom is the gospel hid ? To them 
who are lost. 2 Cor. iv. 3. To them who are 
lost to any sense of their pollution, helplessness, 
and guilt ; to these the gospel must ever appear 
devoid of interest ; by these the balm of Gilead 
will never be received, because they feel not sin 
as a disease. In whom the god of this world 
kaih blinded the minds of them, which beiievt 
not, lest the light of the glorious gospel of 
Christ, ivho is the image of God, should shine 
unto them, 2 Cor. iv. 4. This gospel unbelief 
hates, because its tendency is to separate between 
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the sinner and his sins : any thing that tends 
to disturb his quiet, he puts as hx away as possi- 
ble. ' The gospel is a two-edged sword, whose 
property it is, as applied by the Spirit, to pierce 
even to the dividing asunder of soul and spirit^ 
and of the Joints and marrow. To attempt 
therefore to separate between the sinner and 
those sins, which cleave as close to his heart as 
the flesh to his bones, how unwelcome, how mor- 
tifying the operation! jind is a discemer of 
the thoughts and intents of the heart. But 
to show a man his thoughts, is to trouble Tiim 
like Belshazzar: to know the evil intents and 
tendencies of the heart, while the remedy is 
shunned, is to feel the presages of eternal death, 
without a possibility of redemption ! Such is a 
state of unbelief. 

As the unbeliever rejects the gospel because 
of its dreaded influence upon the heart, so he 
hates its regulations as to the life. It is too strict 
for him. The manner in which he is required 
to spend his time on the sabbath, wholly in re- 
ligious exercises, public or private, *^ except so 
*' much as is to be taken up in the works of ne- 
^ cessity and mercy ;" to turn away his foot from 
all evil on the sabbath^ from doing his own 
pleasure, not doing his otvn ways, nor finding 
his own pleasure, nor speaking his own words, 
Isa. Iviii. 13. this is as a millstone to his neck ! 
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Ye said alsOy Behold^ what a weariness is it / 
and ye have snuffed at it^ saiih the ZfOrd of. 
hosts. Mai. i. 13. The £oq)el also enjdns a 
separation from the world. 27iou shalt nt^t follow 
a multitude to do evil. £xod. xxiii. 2. — B.e not 
conformed. to this world. Rom. xii. 2. — WherC'^ 
fore come out from among them, and he ye 
separate. 2 Cor. vi. \J. But the heart of an 
unbeliever is set upon this world ; these iojunc*- 
tjons therefore lay a cross before him, which he 
cannot bear to take up, and he prefeis going on 
in his old course, and endeavours to lose sight of 
consequences; forgetting, as much as possible^ 
that his day is coming ! 

The gospel is designed to regulate the con- 
versation. Phil. i. 27*. To bridle the tongue. 
James i. 2G. To lay a proper restraint upon bo- 
dily appetites. 1 Cor. ix. 27. And, in short, to 
insti-uct us, that whether we eat or drink j or 
whatsoever we doy we do all to the glory 
of God. 1 Cor. X. 31. It must be plain thenj^ 
that such rules as these cannot suit a mind 
blinded by sin ; and therefore, when the gospel 
is laid before the unbeliever, as enjoining holi- 
ness both of heart and life, it is no wonder that 
he wishes to get rid of it, and says with Felix, 
Go thy way for this time; when I have a more 
convenient season^ I will call for thee^ Acts 
xxiv. 25. While thus reflecting upon the blind- 
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Bess occasioned by unbelief, who can help feel- 
ing for the poor sinner, who is under its awful 
influence ! Such, my readers, was your condition 
once ; but some of you cai» now say, throifgh grace, 
•* If the unbeKever reject the gospel because of 
^ its humbling and holy tendency, these are the 
*^ very considerations that endear it to my heart. 
** Oh that I may daily know it more and more 
** in its sin-condemning power, and in its complete 
*^ sway over my soul, bringing every thought, 
'** motive, and affection, into subjection to Christ !" 
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CHAP. III. 



ON THE CAUSES OF UNBELIEF. 

» 

CoNSiDEBiNO unbelief as,an evil, the s^fedB of • 
which are sown in every heart throughout the 
worlds it is plain, if traced up to its original 
source, that it is derived from our first parents. 
They became unbelievers through the prevalence 
of Satan against them, and from that period to 
the present, unb^ef h» awftilly characterised all 
mankind. 

But as this chapter is more particularly design- 
ed for that class of readers, who make professions 
of outward respect to the gospel, though really 
unbelievers, it will be here enquired, *' What are 
*^ the causes of their continuance in unbelief?'* 
A preliminary remark may be proper. It is fully 
admitted, that the sinner is dead in trespasses 
and sins; that he is consequently without 
strength ; that every faculty of the soul is de- 
]^ved ; that of himself he is not able to deliver 
his soul from this state, either in whole or in 
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part ; that it is alone by divine agency tliat men 
are brought truly to believe, and that by this 
alone they become new creatures. Eph. ii. 1. 
Rom. V. 6. 2 Cor. ill. 5. I Cor. ii. 11. and John 
ill. 3. But it is also carefully to be noticed, that 
God addresses himself to men in his gospel as 
moral agents, or ** that God herein declares his 
*' will to men as to accountable creatures ; the 
** gospel is th^fore morally adapted to the fa- 
'* eultles of theif nature^ and to the circum- 
** stances of their condition. So far as the gospel 
'* partakes of this moral adaptation to the nature 
*' and condition of men, it is properly fitted to 
'^ be an instrument of exercising God's righteous 
" government over intelligent creatures." ♦ The-^ 
inability of mam to receive the gospel being of a 
moral nature, and arising out of his disinclina- 
tion to the things of God, it leaves him account- 
able to Cod for that inability ; while at the same 
time it is his duty to believe the gospel, and the 
vengeance of God awaits him, if he obey not the 
gospel, 2 Thess. i. 8. But this procedure against 
the unbeliever can in no other way appear just, 
than by admitting, that his unbelief is his sin ; 
and that however he is fallen, the moral claims 
of God are not weakened, nor the creature's re- 
sponsibility irapaired.f 

♦ See W, Bbnnet, on the Gospel Dispensation. 

t ** The natural man is al>solutely unable, without a 
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These things premised, we appcehend ihe sbw 
ner's unbelief may be ascribed to one ot the 
odier of the following causes. 

I. The power of Satan over the mind* As the 
principle of unbelief was at first engendered in 
the mhid by Satan, so it has ever been his aim 
to hold the souls of men under its influence. He 
first ^ut out the light of truth, and now contrives* 
to keep the soul in darkness. Wt first gave the^ 
will a wrong bias, and from tthat period until 
now, he has been trying tovdivert it farther and 
farther from God. 

*' special renovation of the Holy dhost, to discern spiritual 
'* thin^ in a saving manner. And yet this is no excuse 
'* for the sin of r^ecting thera ; for though it have |^c na- 
" tore of a punishment, and be our misery, yet it is our 
" sin also : it is the misery of our persons, and the sin of 
** our natures : and no man can plead his s^n, or fault, as 
*' an excuse for another siu of any kind.'* Owen on the 
Spirit. 

Mr. Bennbt, after speaking* of man*s competency hefore 
the fall, observes, <'Nor was it possible, that any subsequent 
" change in the circumstances of human nature, could in 
" the least weaken man's moral obligation to approve and 
" comply with the revealed will of his Maker. For when 
** he abused his liberty as a moral agent, and sunk into a 
*' state of ^defection, his relation to God, as a dependant 
" accountable creatiu^, still remained ^ and though he 
** justly became exposed to divine displeasure by revolting 
** from his allegiance, yet he did not thereby disengage 
himself from divine authority, as a subject qf God's 
equitable government." Page 1$6. ut sufra. 
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The scriptures eveiy where suppose the great* 
Dess of his power over natural men* Thus 
he is called the god of this world, 2 Cor* iv. 4. 
the prince of this world, 'John xii. 31. xiv. 30. 
the prince of the power of the air, Eph. ii, 2. 
the ruler of the darkness of this world, £ph* 
yi. 12. aud^ he which deceiveth the whole 
world, B^v. xii. 9. To shew us further the. 
complete possession he has got, and his authority 
aver u% wicked men are called his^ house. Matt* 
xii. • 29. Or else how can one enter into a 
strong maxCs house f Who are taken captive 
hi) him at^his will, 2 Tim. iL 26. Paul says^ he 
was sent, to open their eyes, and to turn them 
from darkness to light, i^dfrom the power of 
Satan unto God, Acts xxvi. 18. and believeis 
are said to be delivered from the power of dark^ 
nessy Col. i. 13. It must be very observable 
what frequent representations the scripture makes 
of the darkness of our minds. It is upon thi)^ 
that Satan works. By means of this he holds his 
authority over us. For let it be noticed, this 
darkness is universal . over the whole soul : the 
God of tliis world hath blinded the eyes of 
them wldch believe not. So tliat mankind are 
in total darkness, respecting every subject relat- 
ing to God and their souls. There is no fear 
of God before their eyes. Roni. iii. 18. Yea, 
Paul says, the mind by nature is darkness itself. 
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in the abstract ; ye were sometimes darkness. 
Epb. V. 8. While, then, Satan can keep the mind 
under this darkness, he can make it subservient 
to pride, evil lustings, enmity against God, and* 
can fill it with prejudice against all the myste- 
ries contained in the gospel of Christ. Indeed, 
this darkness and its concomitants must be re- 
moved, before the gospel can appear in its true 
importance ; for while it femains, the gospel will 
not only be as a dead letter, but it will, and 
must, appear destitute of any meaning. And 
this character of the human mind may lead us 
easily to see, why Christ appears as a root out 
of a dry ground ; why he is rejected of men ; 
and why the gospel is to the Jew a stumbling 
blocks and to tfie Greek foolishness. And we 
may be assured, that while Satan knows what an 
effectual barrier this ignorance is in the way of a 
true belief respecting divine things, he will keep 
the veil over the mind until the last moment. 
But, blessed be God, Satan's designs shall be 
baffled; though he may do his utmost to keep 
the soul in darkness and bondage, God will say, 
Zjet my son go, that he may serve me; and 
then he is made free. Yes, that wicked — the 
Lord shall consume with the spirit of his 
mouthy and shall destroy with the brightness 
of his coming, 2 Thess. ii. 8. 

II. A spirit of self-rigkteousness. Though 
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luan has nodiing to be proud of, yet how pimid 
is man 1 How proudly does be cany himself tor 
wards God I This arises from that ignorance^ 
ilhicb covers his understanding.. Surely tha 
least kiKJwIedge of sin would make faim diffident 
whea speaking of himself as a creature undtf 
law to God. But how diaracteristic d our na» 
ture is the pbarisee's conduct 1 When he went td 
the temple^ it is said^ that h^ went to pray \ but 
as though there was nothing that he wanted, he 
offers not on^ petition for aby cme blessing pro*- 
xnised to sinners : ill his business is to tell ijoi 
of his auperior goodness above other men ; and 
he especially prides himself in his difierence of 
charf^cter from the poor publican. Had he knowa 
the suittibte position in whicbthe publican then 
stood^ and the becoming state of heart which he 
was then exercisfng, he might well fa&ve envied 
him. But the publican comes formeroy: diis 
was an article of no value to the pharisee, being 
suited tQ i^ioners only;, he did not view hhsH 
self fA that class^ $ad therefore be i3onId. not 
demean hknself so far, as to ask for that which 
would, by impliGSadon, rank him with sueh unholy 
creatures s <»r if he admitted that at any time hi 
bad done wrong, he eould instantly quell the 
rising tumult in his conscience, by .'his 8upera<« 
founding works of goodness. See Luke xvitL 9-14. 
H<|w detri/))ent^l such a spirit must ever be to 
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the belief of the truth, is easily seen, ft sets at 
jQought the gospel of grace, and renders a- Sa^ 
Tiour's love of no value. The whole need not 
ihe physician^ Thotigh the necessity of repent- 
wee he proclaimed, it is not needed m the es^ 
timation of the self-righteoas. Indeed we majr 
ask, what blessing is there of which such feel 
any need ? The pharisee is the full soul^ and 
therefore the honeycomb of gospel truth is not 
merely tasteless, bilt he locttheth it, Proy. xxvin 
7* How easy is it for persons of th^ character 
to make a merit of things, which ought to plac^ 
them in the dust! Saul thought he was doing 
God a great service, when haling men and wo^ 
men to prison, who called upon the name of Je<^ 
BUS. And if from such vile sources men eaii 
draw matter for self-righteous pleas before God/ 
we can at once account for that proud language; 
made use of by the church of Laodicea; / 
nm rtVA» 0n<2 increased m goods, fmd have 
need of nothing. Rev., iiL. 17. Of nothing ) 
What, ne«d you not pavdon ) No, my good^ ar^ 
many; I am rich in good works^ and these will 
fti any time procure it. Bat need you not peaeef 
No, my vrorks are my ground; of peace, Ithcre- 
fore am satisfied. Peace ^ Pdaee^ T daily cry to^ 
myself, and na man shall^ take it from me.' 
1 Tliess. V. 3. I have need of nothing! What 
can more completely shut up the heartin «Bbe«< 
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^^p{^ respecting all that distinguishes the gospel, 
than tliis deceptive and awful view of our state 
before God, 

Oh that men had suitable views of that law wliicli 
thej have broken, of that perfect righteousness 
which it requires, and of the spotless holiness and 
strict justice of God ! then would they own their 
guilt and wretchedness : then would the gospel be 
glad tidings indeed, and the name of Jesus be as 
oviiment poured forth. Blessed Spirit, make 
the sinner willing to count his righteousness but 
loss for Christ ! 

III. Love to the present world. Among other 
instances, we have one strikingly set before us in 
the case of the young man, who came to our 
Lord, inquiring, as if in good earnest, what he 
should do to in/ierit eternal life. Our Lord, 
who well knew that his object was not to obtain 
heaven by suitably believing in Clirist as the 
only way, answers him on his own ground, and 
tells him to keeg the commandments. The 
young man, thinking that he had already fulfill- 
ed their demands, inquires, frhat lack I yet? 
Jesus then tells him to sell t/mt he possessed, 
and to give to the poor. Who would have 
siupposcd, that he would prefer his riches to 
heaven? But this so completely probed his 
heart, that he went away sorrowful. He kept 
his possessions on earth, and lost sight of heaven* 
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Jesus invited him, saying, j^nd come^ follow tne^ 
But no : he saw that the requisitions of the gos-. 
pel too much interfered with his worldly attach- 
ments, and therefore made no more inquiries of 
Christ, but kept his riches, as what he esteemed a 
greater good. Our Lord, when the young mam 
left hijn, pointed out the imminent danger to the 
soul arising from the love of riches, and immedi- 
Atcly adds, It is easier for a camel to go through 
the eye of a needky than for a rich man to ew- 
ier into the kingdom of God, Matt, xviii. IG. 
et seq. See then how fast this worldly heart 
held him under the power •of unbelief. This 
must be given up, before we can be willing to 
receive the gospel ; Ye cannot serve God and 
mammon^ 

I would that we could proceed no further with the 
pernicious influence of attachment to the ivorld. 
But, alas, it has not only kept many back from 
entering into right views of religion, but has 
drawn many away from the gospel, after making 
great professions of love to Christ. Demas^ says 
the Apostle, hath forsaken me^ having loved this 
present world. 2 Tim. iv. 10. The honours, as 
well as the gains of the world, hold forth many 
gilded and flattering baits to professors. Among 
these, that of escaping all the odium of the 
the cross, is none of the least. This, aided by 
the suggestions of the devil, discouraging to re- 
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gious pursuits, has been too readily swallowed, 
and thus shipwreck has been made of faith and 
a good conscience. See 1 Tim. i. 19. Oh, what 
need have we to guard against the encroachments 
of a worldly heart ! How fatal h^s this been to 
once promising characters I Let Ananias and 
Sapphira witness, who sold a possession, appa- 
rently from religious motives, and kept back part 
of the price. Acts v. 1, 2. And how solemnly 
does the language of Peter admonish us, when 
he speaks of some, who have forsaken the right 
way^ and are gone astray — who loved the 
wages of unrighteousness ! To such the love 
of money proves indeed the root of all evil. He 
speaks, moreover, of false prophets thus ; throng 
covetousnesSj shall they^ with feigned words, 
make merchandize of you. They shall make 
a worldly traffick of your «ouls ; and by bringing 
you under the influence of views as secular as their 
own, will prevail with you to barter away your own 
souls for some paltry worldly gain. Such a spirit 
is truly inimfcal to the gospel of Christ. Would 
we then be set free from this thraldrom ? Let us 
regard the exhortation so seriously given ; ZfOve 
not the worlds neither the things that are in 
the world. And let our souls tremble while it is 
said. If any man love the world, the love of 
the Father is not in him. 1 John ii. 15. O my 
soul, look well to tliine affections; and pray to 
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use this world as not aJkusing itj lest its undue 
influence should blind thine eyes to the things 
which make for thine eternal peace. 

IV. Idolizing our reason. A written revela- 
tion of God's will, supposes reason in man. 
Though there are many things said in the scriptures 
concerning brutes, yet there would be no fitness 
in laying the things said before them, llie 
reason is plain ; they have no faculty adapted to 
the understanding or reception of them. See 
Rom. viii. 19, 20. et seq. 

But revelation as certainly supposes the in- 
sufiiciehcy of reason in matters relating to a fu- 
ture state. And perhaps this is the real cause, 
why revelation is contemned by so many; not only 
on account of the doctrines which it inculcates, but 
because it carries with it an evident reflection upon 
this idol of the heart. But revelation goes far- 
ther ; it not only implies, but declares, the in- 
competency of reason in matters of faith. See 
1 Cor. ii. 14. Yea, it accounts for this incom- 
petency, by shewing us, that reason, since the 
fall, is a depraved or injured faculty in man. It 
has lost its commanding station: it no longer 
holds the affections under its control, but is 
now become subject to them. While they, 
having dethroned reason, easily lead the soul 
into the most wild, abominable, and irrational 
excesses. Professing themselves to be wise. 
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they became fooU, and changed the glory of 
the incorruptible God into an image made like 
to corruptible many and to birds, and four- 
footed beastSy and creeping things. Rom. i. 22^ 
23.* Is this confonnable to right reason ? Ra- 
ther is it not irrationality in man ? And this is 
tlie power so much boasted of; which is either 
to set aside revelation^ or at least to sit as um- 
pire upon all it contains. 

But will reason tell us our depravity ? If so^ 
why is man so proud ? Supposing that our de- 
]^ravity is so very apparent^ that reason cannot 
deny it^ will reason fortify us against it ? Alas, 
it cannot do this; the enemies to revelation 
themselves being judges. But if reason can nei- 
ther tell us our depravity, nor help us against it^ 
it must be a poor thing to be proud of; for it fol- 
lows from hence, that it is far beyond its province 
to preach to us repentance, or to lead us to see 
our need of Chrbt as a Saviour. These however 
are the characteristics of the gospel, for which 
reason can never furnish us with a suitable sub- 
^itute. Reason then, improperly used, is a dead- 
ly foe to revelation, in as much as it would allow 
us to go on quietly in sin ; and if followed as a 
guide, would bring upon us swift destruction. 
The voice of wisdom is, Follow her not, for no- 
thing more blinds the eyes to the glories of the 
go^l, than corrupted reason. IVust in the Lord 
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with all thine heart, and lean not to thine owth 
understanding. Prov. iii. 5. Submit to the de-> 
clarations of unerring truth; they cannot mis- 
lead thee. These shull he sweet to the soul, 
and health to the hones*, Prov. xvi. 24. 

V. Another cause of unbelief is forgetful ness o£ 
that wrath which is revealed against all unrighte-^ 
ousness of men. The Apostle says, the gospel is 
made known to all nations^ for the obedience 
of faith. Rom. xvi. 26. Assenting to thei gos- 
pel, as a true revelation from God, falls far short 
of the obedience here intended ) as it implies a 
conviction that our state, as sinners, is such as is 
Acre described, that we need the Saviour there 
revealed, that we receive hipi by faith as our 
hope, and living upon his fulness^ bring forth 
the fruits of faith to his praise. 

Whoever hears the gospel, and remains a 
stranger to the hve of the truths has no princi« 
pie of obedience in him. He knows not his 
emptiness and poverty, applies not to the foun<« 
tain of all righteousness and strength, and, con- 
sequently, whatever bis professions of love majr 
be, he is nothing more than one of those fruit-* 
less branches, which Christ taketh awa^. John 
XV. 2. Let it 1>e further remarked, there are no 
sins, for moral turpitude, to be compared to gos- 
pel sins. These, as they cast contempt upon the 
noblest revelation that God ever made to crea-^ 
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tures, eren the revelation of his love ; these, as 
they trample i^pon the Saviour's blood, and do 
despite to the Spirit of graccy must contain 
peculiar aggravations; and doubtless for these 
wrath iirill come to the uttermost. See 1 Thess. 
ii. 15, 16. If heathen nations are to be judged 
by that law written in their hearts, these will be 
judged by the law and gospel too ; for tliey have 
sinned against both. Awfully striking is the de- 
scription given us, in reference to these, of 
Christ's coming to judgment. When the Lord 
Jesus shall he revealed from heaven with his 
mighty angels, in flaming fire, taking ven^ 
geance on them that know not Gody and thai 
obey not the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
Who shall be punished with everlasting de-- 
sti*uction from the presence of the Lordy and 
from the glory of his power, 2 Thess. i. 7- et 
seq. How awakening is such a declaration as 
this ! But, alas, it is the dreadful property of un- 
belief to keep the heart callous to, and unmoved 
by, the most solemn denunciations of wrath 
against sinners. To allude to that striking pas- 
sage, Isa. xiv. 9. hell from beneath is moving, 
to meet gospel sinners at their coming; but 
while they are on their way to the bottomless pit^ 
and hell itself is so eager after them, that it comes, 
out of its place to give them the tremendous meet-« 
mg, unbelief veils the eyes of men to the ten- 
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dency of fhe path in which they are walking, 
and to the yawning gulf beneath their feet ; and 
thus they go heedlessly on, while there is but a 
step between them and everlasting misery. 
Doubtless, it is the policy of Satan to keep these 
things as far out of sight as possible 5 and, if he 
can, to continue the souls of men impervious to 
any impression from them, when declared in the 
preaching of the everlasting gospel. Whilst this 
state pf insensibility can be maintained, un- 
belief will be the governing principle of the 
heart, and will render those truths without any 
interest to us, although necessary to our ever- 
lasting peace. 

Bgt, O my fellow sinner, remember, that while 
y6u are trifling, the day is approaching. Conti- 
nuing to despise future misery, you render it cer- 
tain. Christ's inquiry is, Hotv can ye escape 
the damnation of hell ? Fly then to Christ : so 
shall you avoid their end, whose judgment now 
(yf a long time lingereth not, and their damna-^ 
Hon slumber eth not. 2 Pet. ii. 3. 

'VI. The love of sin. Certainly the gospel de- 
mands inward or spiritual sacrifices. It will 
hold no parley, nor suffer any compromise with 
sin. Christ has condemned sin in the flesh. He 
has taken away its condemning power in believers, 
and broke its present ruling power. He has 
made his people free from the law of sin and 
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death. And being thus made free from nUf 
they become the servants of righteousness, and 
cannot, after this, serve sin, because tbey are 
under law to Christ. See Rom. vi. passim. And 
accordingly, when it addresses the sinner, th» 
amount of what it says is. Will you part with 
§in and receive Christ? or will you retain sin 
and neglect Chrbt ? One or the other must take 
place ; and thus our Lord instructs us : He that 
findeth his life shaU lose it ; and he that loseth 
his life for my sake, shall find it. Matt. ;c. 39* 
But in such league is the natural man with sin, 
that to part with it would be worse than cutting 
off a right hand, or plucking out a right eye* 
Matt. V. 29, 80. Sin is dear to him ; it is the 
air which he breathes; the element that suits 
him. Now it is the immediate design of the 
gospel, to bring about a separation between him 
and his sin, and to produce conviction and alarm; 
yet before his eyes are open to its evil, and to the 
far superior joys of religion, if you at all dislodge 
him from his fastnesses, he is, to himself, as a 
wandering bird cast out of the nest. Isa. xvi. 
2. He has lost his home, and his resting place. 
This is to shorten his bed, and to narrow his 
covering, so that he cannot wrap himself up 
in it. Isa. xxviii. 20. And what is the issue of 
this? If it be nothing more than natural con- 
^cdon^ he will afterwards be ashamed that he 
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should have discovered a moment's uneasiness 
about his sin, and ivill perhaps say before his 
old partners in iniquity, with a laugh; Theif 
have stricken me, and I was not sick, they have 
heaten me, and I felt it not: when shall I 
awake ? I will seek it yet again ! Prov. xxiii* 
35. 

There is some sin in particular, perhaps, that* 
holds the sinner fast ; he cannot be persuaded to 
part with this ; it appears to him more precious 
than the salvation of his soul, and he would 
rather go on to gratify some base and carnal lust, 
than to hearken to that word, which calls him 
from sin, and reminds him of a judgment to 
come. This was probably the case with Felix. 
See Acts xxiv. 25. Our Lord refers us to this 
as the radical cause why the gospel is so conti- 
nually rejected; Men lave darkness rather than 
light. Yea, he adds, they hate the light. 
Doubtless because it brings their sins to view. 
Neither will the lover of sin come to the lights 
lest his deeds should be reproved, John iii. 19, 
20. Reproof for sin is the abominable thing which 
the wicked hate ; they fear inquiry, they dread 
disturbance ; and would sooner hazard everlasting 
destruction, than do or hear any thing which 
might bring home reproof! 

If the gospel would allow indulgence tn sin, 
and suffer them to take their lusts along with 
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them, or if they could go to heaven together, 
then would the offence of religion cease. But 
because it saves the sinner from his sins, and 
insists upon his renouncing all iniquity, therefore 
it is he hates it. 

But how unworthy would the gospel be of 
God as its author, and of the love and confidence 
of his people, did it not constrain us to declare 

«« ■ ■ ■ I Eternal war 
*' With ev'ry darling sin." 

O sinners, Thus saitk the Lord of hosts, eon- 
iider your ways. Hag. i. 7* However smooth 
and pleasant may be jour path now, the end 
thereof will be bitter at wormwood, sharp as. 
ft two-edged sword* Y<mr feet go down to 
death, your steps take hold on hell. Prov. v. 
4j 5. Think of your state before it be too late. 
Think of that go^l which you can now hear. 
Think of that door of mercy which yet stands 
open. For the days will come, when ye shall 
desire to see one of the days of the Son of 
ffutn, a»d ye shall not see it. 
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CHAP. IV, 



THE PARTICULAR EFFECTS OF tTKBELlBF^ CON- 
StDBRBD IN RBF£R£NCE TO NEWLY AWAK- 
ENED SOULS^ AND REAL BELIEVERS. 

> 

Having tioticedi that unbelief ii that princi* 
pie in the unregeneratei which leads them to re* 
ject the gospel because of its sacred properties f 
we will for a time leave themi and proceed to 
enquire, how it operates upon their minds, who 
have been awakened to a sense of the importance 
of religion, and who see there is no way of sal* 
vation, but by the gospel being brought home to 
their hearts. 

L It is no unusual thing for unbelief to say, 
There is no hop^. The soul, redeemed by 
Chrbt, b convinced of sin by the Holy Spirit* 
His eyes are opened to the holiness, spiritualityj 
and justice of the divine law, by which is the 
knowledge of sin. He sees that there is not one 
of God's laws but he has broken, either in 
thought, word, or deed, times without (iumber% 
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In mamf things he has offended all. . He now 
sees himself a sinner from the womb ; he appears 
defiled in every part. The moral contagion has 
deeply infected him throughout : From the sole 
of the foot J even unto the head, there is no 
soundness in it ; but tvoundsy and bruises, and 
putrifying sores. Isa. i. 6. He is alarmed — 
apprehends that the sword of divine justice is about 
to cut him down, and the fiery pit below yawns 
wide to receive him as he falls ! The word of 
salvation is proclaimed to him. He is directed 
to behold the Lamb of God, who taketh away 
the sin of the world. He is assured, that it is 
a faithful saying J and worthy of all accepta- 
tion, that Christ Jesus came into the world to 
save sinners, evem the very chief; and that 
whosoever comes to him he will in no wise 
cast out. He appears thoughtful; the tidings 
brought are encouraging. But, will Christ re- 
ceive ME ? is his cry. The very question implies 
a doubtful mind ; because after such declarations 
from the faithful and true witness, the question 
is quite unnecessary. Satan seizes the moment; 
he has an answer at hand : immediately he says, 
*^ No : it is presumption in you to indulge such 
*^ a hope for a moment. You know your sins are 
** far too many, too great and provoking, ever to 
*^ receive forgiveness. You know the blasphe- 
^^ mous thoughts you have entertained; how dar- 
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^ ing you have been against God, aiming, as it 
*^ were, to pull him down* from bis throne ; that 
you have been not only a ring-leader in all evil 
among your associates, but that your heart 
** has been a very hell for iniquity. You know 
^' that God is holy ; that he hates sin, even the 
** least sin. How then can you ever think of 
<< being saved ? The soul that sinneth, it shall die, 
** You had better never give the subject another 
** thought, for yours is a hopeless state !" In this 
manner Satan assaults the heart : gaining assent 
to his representations, and keeping the mind 
blinded to the gospel, the poor sinner is brought 
into a complete subjection; and these devices 
operating upon his unbelief, he indeed con- 
cludes, " There is no hope P 

How great the mercy, however, that where 
this awakening is of God, though Satan and 
tmbelief may have such power, yet they shall 
not hold the soul captive. No : God will say in 
his own time. Deliver him from going down to 
the pit; I have found a ransom. Job xxxiii. 
24. 

II. Unbelief discovers itself in discrediting 
the promises. The promises are given, as the 
ground and warrant of faith, a^ the foundation 
of the soui*s approach to God; they "are our 
great encouragements to come to God for the 
tittainment of every saving blessing. For he 
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that eametk to 6ad must believe thai he is^ 
and thai he is the rewarder of tkem ihmt dili-' 
gently seek him. Heb. xi« 6'. The promisea 
enn nerer fasl diase who rely upon thoaa. For 
he is faithful who has promised; he canii<>t 
deny himself. The promises are also cofopletely 
adapted lo our circuHistaiDces. From the firaC 
noineiit of eonvictioD, to jj^e Issue of grace in 
gJoryi Aere are given to us exceeding great 
and precious promises^ thai by these we migM 
be partakers of the ditme nature. Let the 
wicked forsake his way^ and the Unrighteous 
man his thoughts ; end let Mm return tmta 
the Lordj and he unit have mercy upo^ Atm^ 
and to our Godjfor he wiU abasndanib/ pardon^ 
Isa. hr. 7- But ham ready is unbelief to suggest 
some difiicfiUy ! Though Ood says to the person,' 
eonvifioed that this is liis very diaraeter, I mil; 
yet imbdief is bold to say, '^ I fear he wtU iM>t !'* 
l^ough God says he mU abundantly pardon^ 
yet unbelief cannot cnedit or receive Ae divioo 
testimony ! Though Ood sx^jAsk^ and ye shall 
receive; yet uabelief says, <^ I fear I shall not 
^ receive if I askt" Does Gkid go on to say» 
Seek, and ye ehaU Jbid; knoek^ and the door 
$hmll be opened f Stall nnbelkf will not fail to 
suggest, that altkougfa we may seek and knocks 
yet there is aiome^iig seen in us, on aoooaat of 
trhieh God will not impwt the Messing pro^ 
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mised. For unbelief is closely allied to a sjnrit of 
legality, and therefore will represent to us, that 
failing in some certain state of mind requisite to 
the obtaining the promise, we must come short 
of it. Does Jesus say, Come unto mcy all ye 
that are weary and heavy ladetiy and I will 
give you rest ? How ready is unbelief to suggest, 
*^ But I am not we^ and heavy laden enough, 
** I liave not yet felt sufficiently distressed, nor 
** has sin yet lain sufficiently heavy upon my, 
'' heart, to warrant me to expect what is here 
^* promised.'^ Does the gracious Redeemer say, 
/ will give to him that is athirst of the foun- 
tain of the water of life freely ? Rev. xxi. G. 
Unbelief will then reply, *^ Consider how strong 
^' the term here used is : though I may have had 
^* some desires after religion, yet they have been 
'^ but faint ; whereas thirsting denotes vehe- 
'* mency of desire. If I have had desires, yet 
f*they have been inconstant, and have been 
" succeeded with carelessness, whether I obtain- 
*' ed the blessing or not ; but this thirsting re- 
•* fers to such a state of mind, as the traveller 
^^' feels in a hot and desert land, whose desire for 
^^ the cooling brook never leaves him until he has 
" refreshed himself at its stream !" This is the way 
in which unbelief cavils at the.ptomi^es; affixing 
such considerations to them, as may hinder the. 
soul from embracing them. Upon this our in- 
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Date piopensity Satan works, until, in many in- 
stances, alarmed sinners have been driven away 
from those very scriptures, upon which we must 
rest, if ever we come to Jesus : 



<t 



Thus he supports his cruel throne 
By mischief and deceit." 



Nor is it only with those who are under their 
first concern that Satan intermeddles, by thus 
placing himself between the promise and tiiem ; 
but his aim is, as much as possible, to hinder 
^hose from the comfort of the promises, M'ho 
)iave, through rich grace, been enabled to sor- 
mount the obstacles just mentioned. The chris- 
tian is in difficulties, and the word addresses him, 
In all thj/ ways acknmvledge hiniy and he shall 
direct 4hy paths. Prov. iii. G. Here unbelief 
promotes distress, by representing that the pro- 
mise belongs only to those, whose hearts are 
steadily fixed, trusting in the Lord; that this is 
what is meant by acknowledging him, and that 
these persons only have a right to the promise* 
Of our conscious mistrust and backwardness to 
believe, Satan will not fail to take advantage | 
and will easily add, <^ You know that you have 
** been denying both the wisdom, power, and 
*^ sovereignty of God, by your wishing to have 
'^ the things which you desire brought to pass in 
^^ your own time and way ; therefore it is pre- 
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<^ sumption in you to expect that God will ap 
** pear in jour behalf/" Does God say^ Call 
upon me in the day of trouble; I will deliver 
thecy and thou shalt glorify mef Psabn 1. 15, 
Here a variety of scruples are admitted, as to 
the day of trouble, and the soul^s exercise and 
employment in it. *^ Perhaps it is such a day as 
*^ I have never seen ; it may be trouble ot a i&f* 
** ferent kind from mine. Or if the same^ yet 
'^ it may be I have not the measure of trouble 
*' which is to warrant me to expect deliverance* 
^ Moreover, God expects earnest believing prayefi 
^ but my heart is cold, and I feel even my fean^ 
^ when I attempt to pray/' In such ways as 
these does unbelief put far away the word of 
comfort ; which word, if faith were in exercise, 
Umuld be nigh, even in, our mouth and in our 
heart; that is, says Paid, the word of fait b 
iohich we preach^ Rom« x. 8. 

God's promise stands good, IVhen thou pass-* 
est through the watere, I will be with thee, &c. 
Isa. xliii. 2. Yea, I will never leave thee, nor 
fereake thee. Heb. xiii* 5. This engages the 
gracious presence of God with his people in the 
hour of death ; hot ah, how do fears and doubts 
disturb the minds of many in prospect of that 
day! 

"When I tread the verge of Jordau> 
" Bid my amueui fears subside.'* 
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Through this fear, there are those who are ail 
their life-time subject to bondage, Heb. ii. 
15. But this bondage is the ofispriug of unbe- 
lief: it shows that we are not living upon the 
words of God, given for our peace and support^ 
while the river is before us. What mistrustful 
creatures we are! How needless have many 
found their fears at last ! Did God divide Jordan, 
as well as the Red Sea, for his chosen, to make a 
passage for them to go through? This should 
^tablish us in the belief of God's seasonable and 
abiding presence with his people, as sufficient 
to remove all difficulties out of their way, and to 
raise them superior to all those evils which their 
unbelieving* hearts had foreboded; giving them 
a. happy and an abundant entrance into Ms 
everlasting kingdom. 

By many considerations is the believer called 
to look forward to death with joy. Such as, that 
it will deliver him from all sin, and from evil of 
every description, and that it will take him to tfaose^ 
mansions which God has prepared for him. Had 
we a suitable confidence in these things, we 
should rejoice with Joy unspeakable and full 
9f gl^9 because receiving the end of our 
faith, even the salvation of our souls. See 
1 Pet. i. 8, 9. " But,'' says the doubting chris- 
tian^ ** I have many things to damp my joy — 

B a 
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** things respecting both my soul, and my out- 
*' ward state in life— ties which I cannot now give 
<« np-^family afikirs, which I know not how they 
*' could go on, were I to be taken away !** But are 
not these difficuhies made by unbelief? Yes, in- 
deed, this b the source of all our difficulti€». Take 
this away, and our joy remains, in whatever state 
we are found: for alt things are possible ta 
him that beUeveth. Mark ix. 23. 

III. Unbelief, as it respects the divine threat-' 
enings, emboldens men in sin. ^ God ipto- 
*' mises,'* says Chamock, ** that he might be a 
" rewarder; and threatens, that he might not be 
*• a punisher : the one is to elevate our hope, 
** the other to excite our fear.^' By a threaten- 
. ing, God enforced obedience upon our fiist pa- 
rents: In the day thou eatest thereof, tlwur 
shalt surely die. Gen. ii. 17. Had this threat- 
ening been regarded, sin had not been eommkt^' 
cd. No sooner had Eve made her first reply to 
the devil, by observing, that they must not eat*of 
Ae fruit, lest they die; than his immediate aim is 
to induce her to discredit what God had said. 
^nd the serpent scud unto the woman^ ye shalt 
not surely die. Gen. lii. 4. Following* this with 
subtle insinuations respectingthe advantages which 
would fellow upon her taking the fruit, her mind 
is soon brought to beHeve what he had said, and 
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td dul>elieTe what God had threatened ! Thus by 
trifling with a tfireatenii^ ruin was brought upon 
our world : 

'* Death was the tbreateoiDg :" 

This disregarded, 

*' ■ ■ Death began 

'^ To take possession of the maD." 

And is not erery descendant of Adam naturally 
a trifler with divine threatenings ? How solemn 
is the import of those threatenings, by which 
God now admonishes sinners ! JTie soul that 
ninnetk^ it shall die.-^The wicked shall he 
turned into helL-^He that believeth not shall 
be damned! Ezek. xviii. 4. Psalm ix. 17* Mark 
xvi. 16. Thus a God of infinite compa$sion 
warns men to Jlee from the wrath to come. 
God speaketh ohccy yea twice, but man per^ 
ceiveth it not. Job xxxlii. 14. Such is the 
ignorant and hardened state of the unawakened 
fitaner, that the • denunciatioDS^ of divine wrath, 
lAiough eoming from a righteous and holy God, 
who will as surely execute his threatenings, as 
fulfil his promises, make no more impression, 
and excite less attention, than an idle tale. How' 
often has this thoughl^sness been lamented by 
the ministers of the gospel; who, while they 
have been declaring such things res^ting the 
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consequences of sin, as one would suppose would 
have brought tears from the eyes of the most 
hardened; have yet seen a listlessness about their • 
hearers, which has been a plain and powerful in* 
dication to them, how far removed the heart is 
from any alarm through the solemn warnings of 
God's word ! While, on the other hand, let but 
a light anecdote, or something bordering on the 
ludicrous, be introduced, and the attention is in- 
stantly awake, and perhaps every eye directed to 
the pulpit. An awful evidence this, that the 
carnal mind is disposed to ^ve credit to, and to 
be taken with, the momentary things of time, 
but dreadfully averse to giving any credit to 
eternal concerns. Thus we see, 

''An heir of endless bliss or pain> 
" A sinner born to die : 

'* *Twixt two unbounded seas— 
'' Secure — insensiUe !" 

The mind thus dead to any apprehension, and feel* 
ing no alarm from the threatenings,remains without 
disturbance in its sinful course. The thoughts 
and afiections of the heart being powerfully inclin- 
ed towards evil only, and that continually, the 
sinner goes on quietly in sin ; sliding down, like 
the dead fish with the tide, towards the dreadful 
vortex, prepared for all the workers of iniquity. 
But there are others^ who though under tbt^ 
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power of onbelief^ yet do not go on so quietly. 
Their minds are occBsionaily disturbed by the 
prospect of deaths or by the subjects of which 
Paul reasoned before Felix, tiz. temperance^ 
righteousness^ and judgment : and the effect is 
much the same, they tremble. Yet there are 
lusts which hold them fast, sinful indulgences 
and alliances which they cannot give up. To * 
part with these, though it were the price of pur- 
chasing heaven, they would think too hard a 
bargain, and a price for beyond what they think 
heaven is worth. Of course, what God says re- 
specting their having no place in heaven, little 
afects them, because they have no love to the 
place. And as to the state of torment, they have 
many ways of keeping themselves from any very 
great alarm. Sometimes they say, ^* there is no 
^ hell/* If this will not-quite satisfy them, they 
will represent God as too good to punish any of 
his creatureit. If this will not free them entire* 
Ij from fear, they will deny that the ttNrments of 
hell are eterrial^ and attempt to believe that a 
short punishment will atone for their sins. If 
driven from all these^ still, they shall not be 
worse jpflF than others, nor shall they be alone ; . 
there will be plenty of company with them ! 
These are some of die ways by which sinners en* 
deavour to lull their consciences to sleep; but Me 
wtj^ 0f transgressors is hard, nor will these de« 
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vices last long; sood> very soon, must ev^ disr 
guise be stripped off, and impenitent sinners 
will then find every thing that God has said re- 
specting themselves^ as well as the righteous, to be 
true. May the eternal Spirit grant them repentance 1 
/ obtained mercy j says Paul, because J did it 
ignorantly in unbelief. 

IV. Unbelief hinders the soul from attaining 
right views of Christ. Great is the glory of God 
shining in his works of creation and providence. 
But greatly indeed is it magnified in the plan 
and work of redemption by the Lord Jesus 
Christ. This subject involves the exercise, disr 
play, union, and efiect of such attributes in God, 
as could not have been discovered by the system 
of nature or of morals ; attributes which are pe- 
culiar to the system of grace which God hat 
established on the behalf of sinners, in his onlj 
begotten Son. To this system they are confin- 
ed; here they operate; here they shine an4 
appear illustrious. In redemption the Sim cf 
man is glorified, and God is glorified in him. 
John xiii. SI. 

- 
*' God in the person of bis Son 

^' Has all his mightiest works outdone." 

Here mercy and truth meet together, righte^ 
ousness and peace embrace ea^h other. Ps^m 
IssxY. 10. £[erein is love, not that we iwe4 
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Gdd, but thai he laved us, and sent his Son to 
be the propitiation for our sins. 1 John iv. 10, 
Here die character of God becomes peculiarly 
and inexpressibly interesting, to those who are 
awakened to a just view of their danger before 
him, and who feel the wretched pravity of their 
natures* These, looking into the mysteries of 
redeeming love, find it an ocean '^ without a 
** bottom or a shore." He^p God appears the 
God of alt grace. Here he is no sooner beheld, 
than he is seen to be the God of love; and his 
gracious attributes stand prominently before the 
eyes of the astonished beholder. Here tliey 
appear such a rich assemblage, so equally, com* 
pletely, and harmoi^iou'sly displayed, that with 
exuhing views of the divine perfections the be* 
liever asks, fFhat could have been done more 
to God^s vineyard than he has done? The* 
j^ovenant of grace is ordered in all things and 
sure. 

" Here his whole Name appears complete ; 

** Nor wit can guess^ nor reason prave, 
" Which of the letters best is writ, . 

" The power, the wisdom, or the love." 

But while the eye of fjuth pries into these 
things, and is delighted with the amazing scene, 
how devoid. of interest does even the love of God 
appear to the unbeliever ! The reason is plain : 
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the gospel system supposes him in a state just 
the opposite from what he has any idea ot Does 
it view him as lost ? So ignorant b he of this, 
tfiat he knows not the scriptural meaning of the 
word* Does the gospel suppose )iim*guiky? He 
sees not lihe en\ of sin^ and theref(H« apprdiends 
not wherein he has ofiended. Does the gospel 
exhibit the balm of Gilead, and the physician to 
apply it? The unbeliever feels not any malady in 
his^oul, and consequently neglects making any ap- 
plication for healing. Does Jesus save Ms peo^ 
flefrmn their sins? This, so far from being any 
recommendation to him^is the ground of his dis- 
like to Christ : be loves his sias, wid wishes not 
to be taken from them. Does the gospel reveal 
Christ as a Prophet? He values not, he wishes 
not for his teaching. Does it bold hhn fordi as 
a Priest ? He hopes to make atonement^for him- 
self, if any is requ^ed. Dees it proclaim him to 
be a King ? The very thought of subjection to 
his laws is to him intolerable. In short, the 
heart is so completely shut up in unbelief, as to 
any Just views of itself, that the whole character 
of Christ appears without any meanijQg, and des- 
titute of any thing valuable. ^ 

Why was Christ crucified, wbom the Apostles 
preached, unto the Jews a stumbling block, 
and to the Greeks foolishness"? Because the 
gospel represented him in such characters, as <set 
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4lt nought all their preconceived notions of self- 
righteousness and worldly wisdom. J%e na* 
tural man receiveth not the things of the 
Spirit of God; and the reason is assigned^ he 
comprehends thiem uot-^they are foolishness 
unto him ; neither can he know thenij because 
they are spirttUatly discerned. \ Cor, ii, 14. 
Unbelief as to these things, is the Minding of 
fhe eyes. Satan hath blinded the minds of 
them which believe not / nor can Christ be seen 
as the glory of God, until God, by Tiis Spirit, 
^ine into 'OUT hearts. 2 'Cor. iv. 6. All the rea- 
sonings of unbelief, therefore, as to our ^tate, and 
the true ground of a sinner's Tiope, will but be- 
tray the greatest ignorance and untowardness of 
disposition respecting gospel truth. If it be true, 
as the poet says, in reference to providence, it is 
still mote forcitrle when applied to religion, 

^' Blind unbelief is su^e to err^ 
*' And scan his work in vain." 

Hence the distorted features of men's souls, 
who attend to religion unenlightened by the Holy 
Spirit. The Pharisees paid tithe of niintj Sfv. 
Tmt neglected the weightier vndtters of the law. 
Justice^ Sfc. The young man who could say, 
^U these Aave t kept from my youth up, yet 
went away sorrowful, on being told. Go sell that 
thou hast, and give to the poor. Many came 

I 
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to John*s baptism^ who had never repented* 
Paul could record for the Jews, that they had a 
zeal for Gody but not according to knowledge. 
And as to Paul himself, while his mind retained 
its unbelief, though a pharisee of the pharisees^ 
and as touching the righteousness of the law^ 
MamelesSj yet he was a blasphemer, and a per^ 
secutOTf and injurious. Matt, xxiii. 2B. Luke 
xviii. 21, &c. Rom. X. 2. 1 Tim. i. 13. These 
specimens are sufficient to show the sad influence 
of unbelief; that it is in its veiy nature to direct 
the soul to any thing, and to take up with anjr 
thing, on which to place a hope, rather than 
Christ ; from him it keeps the soul as long as 
possible. And indeed it will not let the sinner look 
to Christ, until every thing else has been tried in 
vain. This is one of the most dangerous attempts 
of unbelief; for as it thus forms a barrier between 
the soul and Christ, and blinds us to hb real 
character and our need of him, so it keeps out 
of sight his grace, manifested in his promises 
and invitations. As there is no other way to God, 
but by the faith of Christ, no other name given 
amongst men whereby we can be saved, lK>vir 
urgent is the command. Exhort one another 
daily, while it is called to-day; lest any of 
you be hardened through the deceitfulness of 
sin. Heb. iii. 13. 

V. Unbelief is a hindrance to our profiting by 
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the preached word and other ordinances. The 
ever blessed gospel is the record which God hath 
given us of Christ, and of the way of salvatioEi 
by him. This gospel is to be made known to 
all nations for the obedience cf faith* Rom. 
xvi. 26. This implies, not only that it is to re- 
ceive an assent from those to whom it is sent, on 
the credibility of its evidence; but that it is so to 
-be b^eved^ as to prodtice transformation in the 
-heart, and a conformity to it in the life. This 
two-fold effect is mentioned, Rom. x. 8, 9, 10. 
The word is nigh thee^ even in thy mouthy and 
in th^ heart / that is, the word of faith, which 
we preach : thdt if thou shaU ciurfess with 
4hy mouth the Lord Jesus, and shak believe 
in thine heart, that God hath raised him from 
the dead, thou shalt- be saved.. For with the 
heart man beUeveth unio- righteousness; and 
with t/ie mouth confession is m&de tmto sabjo/t' 
tion. Wliich words certainly denc^e convic** 
lion, confession, and obedience; or the love 
of the truth, and righteousness and salvaticm, 
as following the belief of the gosjpiel. Here, 
then, it is evident, that all saving advantage 
from the word comes through faith, as an in^ 
fiuence imparted to the soul by the Spirit of 
God: thus faith cometh by hearing, and 
hearing by the word of God, But, says Paul, 
they have not all obeyed the gospel. Rom. x. 

I 2 
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16. Isaiah in his time smd, Jjord, who hatk 
believed our report? liil. 1. Intimating, that the 
cause of obedience is £eiith^ consequently where 
this is wanted, no obedience can fallow. Faith 
is the only root, that can yield finiit to the glory 
of God. They to whom the prophet preached, 
not receiving bis testimony as coming from God, 
gave occasii») to Iiis saying, jAU day. long J 
have stretched forth my hands unto a disobe- 
dienty and (because an unbelieving) gainsay-- 
ing people. The Apostle is still more express 
to this point in Heb. iv. 2. For unta us was 
the gospel preached, as well as unta them; 
but the word preached did not profit them, not 
being mixed toith faith in them that heard ii.» 
As faith alone bungs the soul into^the enjoyment 
of the promises, Heb.^ xi. 1. so unbelief exposes 
to the evils threatened^ This was exemplified 
in the Israelites; For to whom sware he that they 
should not enter into his rest, but to them whq^ 
believed not ? But he further says, PFe which have 
believed^ do enter into rest. Heb. ili. 18. iv. % 
Unbelief then is the barrier, which separates be- 
tween us and the enjoyment which God conveys 
by the word to them that believe. 

Does the go&pel declare the good tidings of 
salvation to perishing sinners? Unless I feel 
myself to be in a perishing state, it will be no 
good tidings to me. Matt. ix. 12. Is my con- 
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science awdcened to a sense of my sib, pollution, 
and danger? Still, if I indulge doubts of iiis 
graee and love, who is set before me as the only 
Saviour, I hereby debar myself of that peace and 
joy which come by believing. If, notwithstand- 
ing all the assurances which Christ gives of his 
willingness to receive heavy laden sinners, I re 
fuse to come to him ; I thus remain destitute of 
tfie rest experienced by tiiose who venture on 
bim, and unbelief is the cause of my being de« 
prived of the blessing. If the word of God de- 
scribes the particular evils of the heart, as world- 
ly-mindedness, covetousness, pride, seBsuality, 
anger, and the like, and gives suitable admo- 
nitions and cautions respecting them ; yet if I do 
not feel diat these things characterize my heart, I 
shall be as an unbeliever, and of course shall 
not regard the will of God concerning them* If 
the word of God, addressing those who have re- 
ceived Christy counsels them, to self-diffidence, 
to constant watchfulness and prayer; yet, if I 
tiiink more highly of myself than I ought to 
think, I shall become remiss as to these things^ 
and thus be exposed to the devices of my spirit 
tnal enemies, and miss the pleasing sense of the 
divine &vour enjoyed by the humble, watehful, 
and piayerftiL David said in his prosperity, 
ishaU never he moved*— -Lord, by thy favour 
tAou hast made my mmintam to stand strong : 

I 3 
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thou didst hide thy face^ and I was troubled. 
Psalm XXX. 6, 7- Doubtless, it was tbe want of • 
a proper acknowledgement of thehr own weak- 
ness, and perhaps an aptitude to take that praise 
to themselves which belonged to Christ alone, 
that rendered the disciples incapable of healing 
the lunatic: they tried but they could not* 
They enquired of their Master apart. Why could 
7iot we cast him out ? And Jesus said unto 
themy Because of your unbelief. Matt. xvii. 20. 
Never had any man such cautions and forewarn- 
ings given him as Peter ^ yet with these before 
him, he could not believe his Lord as to their 
necessity. Though all deny thee^ yet will not 
Z — TTien began he to curse and to swear, 
^«y**»ff> / hnow not the man. Matt. xxvi. 74. 
Does not God in his word declare his readiness to 
receive backsliders, and to heal their backslid- 
ings ? Does he not condescend to put words into 
our mouths, saying. Take with you words, and 
turn to the Lord; say unto him. Take away 
all iniquity, and receive us graciously : so will 
we render the calves of our lips ? Hos. xiv. 2* 
Yet, why is it that poor backsliding children, 
who are feeling the injury which sin has done to 
their souls, and saying, It was better with me in 
jormer days than now, are not more enlivened 
and encouraged by such declarations ? Why do 
we not see them running with joyful hkste to 




of Unbelief. 9f 

their God again ? Is it not because of unbelief ^ 
Yes : their souls are clogged with some difficulty ; 
perhaps they think they have not been humbled 
enough) nor repented enough $ or the prevalence- 
of their evil propensities may have been f<dlowed 
with doidits as to their having lieen the children oi 
God; or Satan may watch this season to per* 
suade them, that having sinned against such light 
and love, their sin b now become unpardonable* 
Thus their souls are held in bondage, and shut 
out from all encouragement^ because of unbelief. 
So, when the gospel brings befoie us the en- 
gagements of God to be a supporter and present 
help in times of trouble, to be with his people in 
death, and to g^ve them a safe and happy dis- 
mission hence into heaven; how busy is. unbe- 
lief as to these things I It darea to fly in the face 
of God himself, and throwa a doubt upon all 
that a faithful God has said : so great an enemjt 
is this cursed unbelief to our peace, comfor^ 
and joy. No wonder that so many hang dowa 
their heads from day to day, who are thus de« 
prived ot their spiritual food tliroi^h its banefulr 
influence. 

VI. Unbelief impedes the soul in prayer. If 
God the Sjnrit convince a soul of its sin, he will 
^ve a heart to pray against it. The sinner con*^ 
vinced of his need of mercy, feels the expediency 
of praying to God^ as the publican did; God be 
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mercifitt to fM a sinmerl Luke xviS. 1^; 
Though we can obtain no blessing on account of 
our prayevs, as the meritorious cause, yet with* 
out prayer we hare no ground to expect the 
Utsnng. / wilt j^lfor this be inquired of by^ 
ike house of JsrOtl, to do U for them. Ezek. 
xxxri* 37* When Saul of Tftnus was met with 
bk mercy, and convicted of his sin against Christ, 
Mb trembHftg and asiomshed saidy Lord^ what 
wilt ihouJuon^ me to da? Which, though in 
the form ^ an inquiry, contained the Apostk'a 
wUi to be taught what to do. Acconlingly, 
when Ananias is seat to him, lie is encomaged 
by b^ing told, BehoUL he f»ajfeth. Acts ix* 
ll. Prayer appears expedient and reasonable to 
every truly awakened mind. But, while desirous 
of taking faoU of the enoouragemenls to prayer 
affi>rded us. in the word of Qod, many discourage* 
aoMaats aie found to arise from ourselves. We are 
pachaps convinced^ that though w^e may have be- 
jbre lived in the observance of something, which 
we usedi to call prayer, yet that we have never 
Mlly prayed ; as Saul^ wben a phaiisee of the 
pharisees, must be supposed to have often prayed 
in appearance; but in' whafe is saidof him after his 
eonivevsion, it is plainly implied, that he neve]^ 
tnly prayed before. Souls fiist drawn to th^ 
•oosideration of prayer as needful to the ob^un*« 
ing divioe meicy^ we often peiplexed, kanoff 
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Aat they do not sufficiently kaow what prayer 
is, and that there is something required to it, 
which they do not possess. They know that 
sincerity is necessary, hut they fear they are not 
sincere: that earnestness is required, hut they 
fear they are not sufficiently earnest : that re- 
Terence of God should be more felt than diey 
feel it : that their views of themselves have not 
produced that humility, which it becomes them 
to exercise when approaching to God ill prayer ; 
and therefore that their hearts are not sufficiently 
prepared to pray. But, supposing the soul to be 
so far brought over these difficulties, as to ap<^ 
proaeh the throne of grace, there are other en^ 
tanglements which accompany it there. *I am 
too insignificant an individual, to expect that 
God win condescend so far as to hear mei I 
have nothing to make my prayers worth the di- 
vine acceptance ; they are mixed with so many 
sins and imperfections, ofiered up with sucK 
wandering thoughts^ and are so very irapufe; 
Besides, prayer can only be accq[ited, as present«» 
ed in the name of Christ ; and I fear I do not 
xightly know what that means; \ fear that I d# 
not rely on him as I should $ I cannot indulge 
the hope, that I shall ever know God as a payer** 
hearing and answering God. 

Thus the fearful soul is fast bound in anbe* 
Uef, the enjoyment of prayer is lost, and great 
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^pression of wnA prevails. Nor are these 
discouragements known only to persons at their 
first awakenings^ but they are, at least some of 
them, the exercises of many who have long pro- 
fessed subjection to Christ. How often are we 
questioning whether or not God will hear us, 
when we have something particularly urgent to 
carry before him in pcayer? Suppose it be to 
pray for direction in pmridence as to 8oa# 
step we ftre about to tdte, or for the preservvu- 
tion and reslod^g of a Ufe much threatened^ 
but greatly wanted is the family, church, or 
x>ation ; suppose it be for the conversion of our 
cbildrea or servants^ for the prosperity of the 
church, for the nteiporitioo of God imioiig 
Batioqs ai war, or f<v the ^sead of die go^l 
trough die worU, bringing the ' Gentiles and 
the Jewn «a oae body iota the church of 6od$ 
bow readiljr MalL unbelief snggiest^ that it is ia 
vaift for %s to expect to be in any way instru- 
mental in fovwaadi«g these thinp ; that they ave 
events of toi^ great magnitude to be accomplish^ 
od by oifT.ini^aBa, and that our piuyexs f all fiur 
ihoft of asjr 'ioineoce upon these glorious 
events! 

A eoQsdoufioess of this unbefieviog state of 
mind greatly troubles the christian ; and being 
so {reqaen% in this frame, of course he does not 
feel that sacred pleasure in the duty of prayerp 
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itUcIi he ought to feel, wfaea approacfaiiig hii 
heavenly Father. Sataa also will try to gain an 
advantage against him ; and, by suggesting hour 
little enjoyment is found in prayer, he has often 
brou^it about an irregularity in his attendance 
upon God in this sacred means of grace. Yea^ 
the deadness thus brought upon the soul by un<* 
belief, has even led the cfarKtsun to conclude 
against his being one of God's children ! Adopts 
ing the language <rf the poet, he says | 



*' If I love, why am I thus ? 

** Why this dull and lifeless frame \ 
"*' Hardly sure can they be worse 

*' Who have never heard his name f 

'^ Could my heart so hard remain^ ^ 

'^ Prayer a task and burden prove, 
" Ev'ry trifle give me pain, 

" If I knew a Saviour's love? 

'' When I turn my eyes within, 

" AH is dark, and vain, and wild j 
*' Fiird with unbelief and sin, 

*' Can 1 deem myself a child V* 

But if these pages should ceuie imto the hands 
of any, who,a8 it reacts their seasons of pr^f^ 
mre thus shut 19 ttnd cannot eome 'forth, «letnme 
suggest further, that God no where in his wo«l 
obstructs our approaeh to 'him by such considera- 
tions as have been mentioned ^ove; vk. ^at w^ 
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must have a certain measure of sincerity^ earnest*' 
ness, humility, &c. though without these we shall 
never pray aright, yet we are to come to God as 
we are, not to wait until we have attained these 
things. All the fitness God requires, is to see 
our need of mercy ; and if we see ^is, we may 
comeboldfy to a throne of gracey being assur- 
ed, 4hat God having by his Sptrk thus far en*> 
lightened us, a great door and efiectual is opened 
to us. The way to God is clear to all those whe 
approach by the faith of Christ; and to them he 
says. Open thy mouth wide, I will Jill it. Psalm 
Ixzxi. 10. And as to our prayers being of no 
"avail to bring down the blessings sought, because 
to us the blessings appear so great, and our 
"prayers so unfworthy, this Is arguing under a 
legal spirit. There is indeed nothing little enough 
for God to give, were our prayers the procur- 
ing meritorious cause, but neither is any thing too 
^eat for God to give in answer to the prayer of 
faith. To this prayer, rain was both given and 
withheld in the days of Elias. James v. 17, 18. 
And if God has not withheld his own Son, but 
fredy gave him up for undeserving sinners, how 
shall he not with him freely give us all things ? 
Bom. viii. 32. According to thy faith, so shall 
it be unto thee. 

Vn. Unbelief occasions the fells of the saints. 
Thb is implied in the Apostle's caution, Heb. 
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iii. 12. Take heed^ bretkrerij lest there be in 
«^ of you an evH heart of tmbelief in rfe- 
parting from the living God, If we depart 
from God, it h unbelief which draws us aside. 
The Apostles saw, even in theif day, a falling 
away of many from tlie gospel, who openly and 
awfully apostatized from the truth, and knowing 
there was reason to fear, that many who pto^ 
fessed to know God, in works denied him, he 
h urged to admonish the believing Hebrews^ lest 
they abo (to use Peter's words) be led away 
tuitA the error of the wicked, and so fall from 
<their own steadfastness. And though no true 
believer will be suffered ever to apostatize so far 
as wholly to renounce the go8pe\, and to avow a 
•preference to any system in opposition thereto, 
yet, as Dr. Owkn observes, " ITiere is a partial 
'*' apostasy against the gospel, which partakes of 
•^^ the nature of the other in atfy measure or 
*^ degree. And whatsoever doth so, makes an 
"** accession towards the guilt of crucifying the 
^' Son of God afresh^ and putting him unto 
^ open shame. For it is in his gospel and 
'" church alone wherein he can now sufier from 
^ the sons of men.*" Again he says, " Men 
^ may profess the truth, and not yield obedience 
** to it. But without the real belief of it, no 
^^ man can be obedient as he ought. The obe- 

* See Owen on Apostasjr., 
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*' dience which the gospel requireth is the obe- 
'^ dience of faith. It is this grace of God alone 
*^ which teacheth men to deny all ungodliness. 
" Wherever therefore this is rejected, renounced, 
^^ forsaken, declined hy any, so far as it is so, 
'^ so far there is, and will be, an apostasy from 
*^ all other concernments in the gospel/' 

God keeps his saints from falling by the exer- 
cise of his own grace in them, principally by 
faith. Thus Peter says, they are kept hy the 
power of God, through faith, unto salvation* 
While this is in exercise it is not possible they 
should fall: for whatever assaults they may 
meet with, faith is the shield wherewith they 
shall be able to quench all the fiery darts of 
the wicked. £ph. vi. IG. Agreeably to this, 
faith is always spoken of as the grace which 
preserves, and brings off the christian victorious. 
See 1 Pet. i. 5. 1 John v- 4* It follows of con- 
sequence, that where faith is inactive, and unbe- 
lief prevfdls, there the saint is in imminent 
hazard of falling into sin. What was it 
that preserved Joseph from sin, when so many 
circumstances combined to give force to the 
temptation ? It was a believing sense of the holi- 
ness and goodness of God. Why did Peter 
prove a coward, and deny his knowledge of his 
Lord and Master ? Because he had lost the sense 
of his obligations to Christ, of hb omniscient 
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cliaracter, and his own dependence on him. Un- 
belief always produces sinful fear ; and thus mis- 
trusting the goodness and faithfulness of God, 
we are liable to be carried away W'ith every gust 
of temptation. For he that wuvereth is like a 
wave of the sea, driven with the wind ami 
tossed* James i. 5. It is the part of unbelief to 
blind us as much as possible to the evil and 
enormity of sin.^ << Is it not a little one?'' 
Sometimes it will plead an excuse, and represent 
sin, or oar evil propensities, as the infirmities of 
our nature, which God will so far Overlook, as 
•not to show any particular displeasure, either bjr 
•giving our sin publicity before our fellow crea- 
tures^ or following it with any afflictive cbnse- 
' quences. And if it can persuade the soul to act 
upon such considerations as these, no wonder 
though it fall by temptation. At other times 
unbelief will take off the advantages from the 
means of grace, representing that often no 
good is obtained ; and thus if the soul become 
disobedient to the will of God, and live in the 
neglect of these means, it will soon £ei11 into 
sin. 

Jonah thought it would be better for him to flee 
to Tarshish, than to go and cry against Nineveh 
for its great wickedness, although this was the 
command of God 5 going by his own judgment, 
idolizing hi$ own reason, and disregarding the 
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divine will. He assigns for his conduct^ what m* 
deed proves his daring presumption^ that he knew 
God would not destroy the Ninevites, because of 
his great kindness. Jonah iv. 2. Nor is it unfre- 
quenlly that unbelief produces our fell, by inflat- 
ing us with spiritual pride, and blinding us as to 
our perfect weakness. Into this spirit Peter wii» 
sadly led^ and we see bow It brought biai to bis 
dreadful fall* / am reaiy to go untA thee ta 
priion ^r to deaths l^ike jsXu 33, Frpm thi» 
howevef,a$ weUas from the iiMrtanoe^ of the brael- 
ites conducti in their murmuriog aod tempting 
Christ ta tba wiiderpeiSf mentioiied 1 Cor. %* li^ 
we oiay «ee th« force of the s^dmoaitioii, Wbere^ 
fore let him that thivifceth he eUmdetK take 
heed h$t he fail* ^^ It is pot idid, liet bioa that 
<^ god^ him^^lf vatiidT f^nmbh decays take beed $ 
*^ Ror he th»t ha3 lately made a slip be more 
^«c^utiou9s but lei him that apprehends the 
^< gfwnd he stands oo ftroi, and th^re k qo pr«- 
« sent ^nger, let him tike heed lest A# fM*"* 
(J. Hiti''^ SernjOfis.) 

To whftt paiwt we attribute the rery grievouf 
conduct c^ the Israelites in the wilderness, $$ 
well as their falling «hort of the pronfiised land, 
t>ut to unbelief— <to an almosit total disregard tQ 
the divine will ? And i» not this the source of 
foi'mality and iaconsistency in the present day? 
Is it uot unbelief, in the vwious deceptioos. 
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which it practises upon the religious worlds that 
leads them to lose sight of those views of sia 
and grace^ of themselves and tlieir Redeemer, 
of their danger and constant need of divine help, 
which God so frequently lays hefore us in his 
word, as means of our preservation from sin? 
Has not a discrediting (at least to a certain ex- 
tent) of the divine testimony, heen the occasion- 
of the various falls of the saints in all ages ? It be- 
comes us then to take the warnings thus given, 
and to labour, lest any man fall after the same 
example of unbelief Heb. iv. 11. Would we 
be preserved, we had need to be daily looking up- 
ward, saying, Lord, increase my faith. Luke 
xvii. 5. Would we be preserved, we cannot 
think too diffidently of ourselves, we cannot be 
too ite^enAy putting on our JLtord Jesus Christ. 
Are my readers enjoying communion with their 
Lord, and ready to say. My beloved is mine, and 
I am his ; his left hand is under my head, 
and his right hand doth embrace met May 
your love abound yet more and more towards 
him. But, thou standest by faith — be not 
higJir-mmdedy but fear. Rom. xi. 20. 

VIII. Unbelief is an impediment to exertion in 
the cause of God, and to the usefulness of ministers. 
The life of faith will ever be an active and labo- 
rious life in divine things: nothing makes the 
ehristian so undaunted and courageous in his spi- 
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ritual waiikre. This principle, leading the heart 
Into a realiscing enjoyment of the lo^e ct God, 
excites a feeling for others. And as God has re- 
membered us in our' low estate^ we oannot be 
forgetful of those who remain in that awful state 
from which grace has delivered us. Under this 
spirit the believer says, 

** Fity th« nations, O our God, 
** Constrain the e^rth to com^, 
Semd thy Tictoriou5 word 9brpad> 
And bring the stranger? home/' 






Faith in a Saviour^s love towards us, does not 
produce pity only towards others, and prayer for 
them, but it puts the soul upon "devising means 
by which to promote their conversion. This in- 
volves many eonsiderationay and implies gt^t 
personal sacrifices; but the strong exercise of 
laith vrill ascend the summit of every difficulty, 
and will not think the most costly sacrifice to» 
great. 

Of thk Robte sfitii, blessed be God, both 
ancHcnt and modern times have afi^^ded many 
illustrious examples. Though not in immedij^te 
reference to this subject, we cannot help noticing 
the effects of faith in the worthies, as alluded to 
in the eleventh of ^e Epistle to dke Hebrews. 
fFho tfmmghfmth subdued kingdoms ^ um)uglU 
rigkieausnessy obicbined promises^ stopped tke 
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mwihe ^f Umn^ quenched the violence o/jSre, 
escaped the edge qf the eward, out of weak* 
ne9S were made strong, waxed valiant in^gki, 
turned to flight the armies of the oJienff.— ^ 
Others had trial of cruel mockij%gs and scourge 
ings, yea moreover^ nf bonds and imprison^ 
ment, ^c. 

What a generous and lelMenying sgiiit ac- 
tuated the disciples soon after the day of Pentc- 
weXy Acts 17. 32. et seq. And the nmltkude of 
them that believed were of one hearty and of 
one soulf neither said anj^ of them that oughi 
(if the things which he possessed was his oum^^ 
and great gt^ace was tgwn them aU — as many 
as were possessors qf bmds or houses, soli 
them; and brought the prices of the. things 
which were sold, and laid them damn at the 
4(ipostles* feet* See how the disciplea lose su- 
perior to this worlds in the things mostly coveteQ 
hy others, (lands or houses,) through the grace of 
&ith ! To the cause oi God they devoted their 
property; and though he had giren them 
possesaoDs^ they did not own them as theirs, but 
gave them bade to him again. The Apostles 
being ordained of God to evangelize the nations^ 
and to hare the care of the chnichesyat their 
feet they throw their all, and will only receive aa 
the most necessitous with others. Divine prin* 
opU! may it more emich and iaflnenoe my 



104 SF%e particular effects 

beart^ that all I have a&d am may be conseciat'* 
ed to Jesus ! Happy indeed must the poor in^ 
this world be, who are rich in faithf and heirs 
ef the kingdom which God hath promised to 
them that love him. James ii. 5. Who caa 
read the Apostle's account of his journeyings, 
persecutions, perils, and sufferings, as referred to 
2 Cor. id. 23. et seq. and of his readiness to go 
to Jerusalem in the face of bonds and imprison- 
ments, saying. None of these things move me^ 
Acts xxii. 24, without seeing and admiring that 
faith which enabled him to go through every diffi- 
culty, for the love which he had to precious souls. 
And what, in our oWn times, has given such 
an impulse to go forward in the cause of re- 
ligion, but the heajt having been brought to feel 
the influence of an enlarged and invigorating view 
of divine predictions and ' promises, riespecting 
the conversion of all nations to the gospel of 
Christ ! Promises respecting these and the Jews 
were in former times the same in the sacred 
page as now : but their import was not so clearly 
seen ; their power was not so genemlly felt; the 
times of their fulfilment did not, of course, so 
approximate. But now, belienng that God is 
about to do some great work in the earth, each 
one seems unwilling that its accomplishment 
should be left to others, and a general eager- 
ness is excited, that Gentiles and Jews may be 



efVnbdirf. 105 

•<onTerted by oar means. Useful idea this! 
which sets all bands to work, leads to the adop- 
.tioa of every means, and which raises every heart 
to God, saying. Let the whole earth be JUled 
ivith thy glory. Pudm Ixxii. 19. Are these the 
effects of faith ? How different are those of un^- 
belief! That idvlgoratefr-^diis paralyses; that 
^naboldens-^this appals; tiutt strengthens the 
•aoul for eveiy difficnk enterpfis»<*^this takes front 
it ererjr spring of aetion; that is life-*4hb is 

death. 

Is it jiropcaed to adopt means lot the conver** 
•ion o^he heathen or Jews ? Unbelief says. The 
Mme is not eome^ the time that the Lord^e 
home should be buUt ; or, Ae ofajeot is of too 
great a mognitode ever to be realized. Is it pro- 
•posed to send the gospel to a village ? Unbelief 
will aay. It will never succeed ; or, it will brii^ 
Sipon us persecudoo and contempt, ts it pro- 
posed to advance the gloiy of God in our fiimi^ 
lies, by morning and evening prayer ? Unbelief 
aays^ We can never expect to pray before others; 
we can never keep it up if we begin ; we flhaQ 
be at a loss what to say, so as to retain any 
variety; besides, some of the fiimily are unfriend* 
Jy to religion, and it will expose us to the sneer 
jof the servants. Thus ready is unbelief at fram- 
ing excuses, and raising objections against so im<» 
portant a branch of duty as family religion ! b 
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it proposed to found any society or institution tar 
the purchase and distribution of Bibles, or for 
aidiDg the general cause of divine truth? Un- 
belief says. What good can we do ? It must be 
taten up by those who have more property to 
devote, more time to spare, mcnre wisdom to 
plan, and firmness to execute. Thus, look which 
•way we may, no sooner do we think of the va- 
rious colls which coaaaeuct makes upon tis for 
activi^ ia a Redeemer's cause, bat this accursed 
principle will be sure to stand in our way, aod 
present to us a thousand difficulties. 

Oh, how many hare refused to enter upon a 
cealous career, and how many have been di»> 
heaitened therein^ by the influence <^ unbelief 1 
By thif> how many plans have proved abortive ; 
bow much zeal has been rejwessed; how many 
eftnts has it atoppei} how has it weakened the 
union of christians, and hindered, yea throws 
back, the cause of God ! 

- We have not, however, to deplore its mischief 
among christians in ^vate life oi^, but its in> 
jury as to the ministration of God's w«rd. 

How often is the minister of truth stra^htened 
throogh its influence ! How does U distress him 
at times in his study : when he would there be 
wishing to get something that might he for iht 
good of his dear flock, then this evil is preseat 
with Urn, and tells bim, it is not fit that h« 
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should expect good to be done by any thing he 
may say or do 1 This evil follows him, and not 
unfrequently almost hinders him from ascending 
the pulpit. Pressed down by unbelief as to his 
call, perhaps, to the work, he enters upon the 
concerns of the sabbath with a heavy heart; 
he looks on his people, and is ready to ask in a 
despairing tone. Can these dry bones live ? And 
when ministers have to labour amongst tbose^ 
where little faith is found, and where the repeat- 
ed messages of grace are slighted and abused,, 
how greatly must this impede the cause of God ! 
Jesus, when in his own country, could do no 
mighty workj because of their unbelt^. Matt. 
3kiii. 58. And if it thus checked the works of 
Jesus, how can his servants successfully proceed 
in his name? How aeriously should this ad- 
monish professors, -lest their unbelief should hin- 
der the success of God's word in themselves and 
others. How concerned should we be to pray 
jigainst thi^ soiil destroying principle. For let us 
be assured, it is one of the devil's grand master 
policies to fill us, if possible, with it, knowing 
well that nothing can be done for God while this 
prevails. We should be the more earnest for 
the victory over this, because, as one observes, 
** Unbelief is the only reason why God cannot 
*' work wonders for us." (Bogatzky.) 

IX. Unbelief contemns the office and work of 
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the Holy Spirit. The names of the sacred 
Trinity, Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, indicate 
the place which each of the divine Persons takes 
iti the economy of redemption. As we cannot 
t?onceive of the work of salvation executed before 
it wa$ planned, or applied before it was executed, 
so the scriptures aniformly ascribe the plan of 
grace to the Father, the execution ot that plan 
to Christ the Son ; itnd the savmg application of 
it to the heart is, every where, ascribed to the 
Holy Ghost. 

We musrt be careful then, while wc admit an 
orier of suecefsion in their names and persona) 
work, not to depart from the oneness of the 
^ine nature, or the equal importance of their 
covenant character and most gracious woA, 
What Dr. WATrrsT 1)eautifully advances respect- 
ing the Father and Son, wiB equally apply to 
the divine Spirit : 

'' Their glory shines with equal beams, 

'' Their essence is for ever one, 
" Though they are known by diffreut names^ 

" The JJather God (and 'Spirit God) and God 
'' (be Son/' 

The Spirit, in bis divine office and work, how- 
ever T>ecessary to our salvation, is totally disre- 
garded by the unenlightened part of mankind ; 
indeed nothing, short of his own influence, can 
bring the heart to fed the importance of his co- 
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venant character. Hb work must appear alto- 
gether unnecessary, both to those who see not 
the evil of sin, and to those who think they can 
make themselves holy. If possible, the Spirit is 
more unknown, and more slighted, than Christ : 
for men are not averse to salvation, abstractedly 
considered; tmd only hearing of Christ as the Sa- 
viour y there is something pleasing in the sound : 
hence unrenewed men can easily persuade them* 
selves that they love Christ. But men have no 
idea of the necessity of the work of holiness upon 
their hearts ; and holiness itself being the sub- 
ject of their hatred, they are inimical to God the 
Holy Ghost. Indeed, though you may hear men 
who love iheir sins speak (inconsistently enough) 
of love to Christ ; yet where is the unbeliever, in 
bis total depravity, who ever expresses any re- 
gard to Him, whose office it is to save the sinner 
by a personal and complete sanctification? 

But suppose, as is true of thousands, that they 
have attained, by the preached gospel or other 
means, to a general conviction of their character 
as sinners; let a godly minister or others visit 
them, in health or in sickness, and ask, ** How 
. "do you expect to be saved?" They may, 
and probably will, answer, " Through Christ.'* 
But alas ! what idea have they, that this salva-* 
tion must take place through sanctification of 
the Spirit, and belief of the truth ? 2Thess. ii. 
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13. Nay, may we not suppose that many might 
say^ as to any just apprehension of him, JFe have 
not so much as heard whetlier there be any 
Holy Ghost. Acts xix. 2. * 

The Holy Ghost is the author of all saving il- 
lumination, conviction^ humiliation^ and repent- 
ance ; and his grace, wherever imparted, is ef- 
fectual in them that believe, 1 Thess. ii. 13. But 
this in no way extenuates the guilt of those, who 
liarden their necks against such conviction and re- 
pentance. Has not God justly brought this charge 
against men in every age ? Te stiff-necked and 
imcircumcised in heart and earsy ye do always 
resist the Holy Ghost ; as your fathers did, 
so do ye. Acts vii. 51. Let believers testify of 
their conduct when they first felt inward reproof 
for sin. How generally, and as to many of them^ 
how long, did they stand out against the voice 
of the c/iarmery charming never so wisely; 
and how often has the remembrance of their 
backwardness to submit, covered them since with 
shame before God ! 

What address can be more pointed to the 
hearty than this; As the Holy Ghost saith, To^ 

* A minister once mentionin^^ to a man whom he visit* 
ed in his last sickness, the necessity of the influence of the 
Uol]{r Ghost, was answered, '< 1 suppose, Sir, that the Holy 
'* Ghost was a good man, who lived a g^reat while ago.^ 
Buck's Anecdotes. 
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da^, if ye will hear his voice ^ harden not your 
heart. Psalm xcv. 7? 8. Yet how little concern 
does this draw forth ! The Spirit is saying in the 
word, Repent and he converted^ that your sins 
may he blotted out. Acts iii. 19. But what is 
the reply ? Depart from usj we desire not the 
knowledge ofthywa/ys. Job xxi. 14. Indeed 
the way of repentance^ faith^ and holiness, or 
new obedience, will never be desired, until we 
see our inward pollution, and grace has struck at 
the root of that unbelief, which ever makes us 
averse to all that is good^ and prone to all that 
God has forbidden. 

How heinous in the sight of God must that 
unbelieving heart be, which trifles with and so 
lawfully contemns that part of his gracious cha- 
racter, which respects the greatest concern, in 
which the infinite mind of God was ever en- 
gaged ! What is unbelief, as directed against the 
Holy Ghost ? Is it not a trampling underfoot the 
blood of Christ; saying that his mediatory work 
is of no value; and accounting the love of God, 
as displayed in redemption, unworthy the grati- 
tude and esteem of men ? Is it the work of the 
Spirit to reveal this love in its heights, depths, 
lengths, and breadths, and to manifest the won- 
ders of redemption ? Unbelief says, they are not 
worth manifesting. Mr. Charnock remarks, 
^^ Unbelief is a sin more against the Spirit than 

L 2 
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any. — Unbelief crosseth sA\ those purposes ot 

the Holy Ghost, the end of Christ's coming 
*' into the world, writes vanity and folly upon 
^* hb mission, by not subscribing to his motions. 
'^ It reflects upon the Father for sending Christy 
'^ and upon both the Father and the Son for 
" sending the Holy Ghost/' (Discourse on Un- 
belief.) 

Should this meet the eyes of any who are un- 
der tliis delusion, contemning the Holy Ghost 
through unbelief, Betvare^ lest that come upon 
you which is spoken of in the prophet s^ Sehold 
ye despisersy and wonder, and perish! Acts xiii. 
40,41. 

X. Unbelief is the source and life of eveiy 
other sin. To bring our first parents once to 
doubt oi the truth of what God had said, seems 
to have been the leading object of the tempter; 
knowing that if this could but be accomplished, 
all the rest which he designed would easily follow. 
Hence his very artful interrogation. Yea, hath 
God said? Gen. iii. 1. The first moment there- 
fore, that they began to question what God Iiad 
said, may be considered as leading to their fall. 
Then their integrity began to be undermined; 
and a breach being made in the walls, the ene- 
my soon took the citadel. Unbelief first excited* 

* " Infidelity wa»! the first step to rain. It appears by 
'< tbe order of tiie temptation : it was first said by tbe 
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pride^ envy, contempt of God, and cruelty to 
man and every sin followed. 

Whatever sins therefore have disgraced man- 
kind since the fall, unbelief must be considered 
as the root of all. Faith and unbelief being op- 
posite in their nature, they must lead to contrary 
effects. Faith is generally acknowledged to be 
the first of graces. Hiey shall look on me 
whom they have pierced, and fnoum. Zee* xii. 
< ]0. Looking by faitli to Christ is the only, but 
certain, source of true repentance : hence follow 
a love to Christ and gospel holiness, which will 
•ensure, joy, peace, Jong-sufifering, gentleness, 
^nd goodness, as its legitimate and lovely off- 
spring, all unitedly following in its train. On 
the other hand, unbelief will lead the heart from 
.God, as we see it did in Paradise, and will pror 
mote, by every means, disinclination and enmity 



^* devil, ye khall not die, to weaken their faitb ; then, ye 
" MhaU he Uke Gods, to flatter their ambition. As obedience 
** is the effect of faith, so disobedience of in6deUty : and as 
" faith comes by hearing the word of God, so infidelity 
" by listenings to the words of the devil. From the decep- 
** tion of the mind proceeded the depravation of the will, 
** the intemperance of the appetite, and the defection of 
<* the whole man. Thus as the natural, so the spiritual 
** death made its first entrance by the eye. And this infi- 
** delity is extremely ag^gravated, as it implies an accusation 
*' of God, both of envy and falsehood." Bates's Har- 
mony. 

L 3 
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against divine things. ^^ As man first felt be« 
" cause he did not believe God's threatening ; 
" so since the revelation of Christ, he continues 
" in sin, because he will not believe God's pro- 
" mises." (Charnock.) What can abate the 
thirst of sin, or deter mankind from its commis- 
sion, when the heart is completely under the in- 
fluence of unbelief, both as to promises and 
threatenings. While this sits regent in the soul, it 
roust ever remain impervious to convictions, or to 
any moral feeling. Thus Paul says of the Jews, they 
were shut up in unbelief. Rom. xi. 32. margin. 
But if unbelief keep the heart thus dead and un- 
moved towards God, be assured it will be a pro- 
lific source of all evil ; being, like the tongue, 
full of deadly poison. James iii. 8. Yea, it is 
like the troubled sea^ when it cannot rest^ 
whose waters cast up mire and dirt, Isa. Ivii. 
20. Look to whatever sin you may as marking 
the depraved soul, and it is easy to see, that un- 
belief is the cause of its existence, that it main- 
tains it in its strength, and is the sotirce cf its 
growth and maturity. Is the soul awfully ignorant 
of God, and of the gospel of Christ? The God 
of this world has blinded the minds of them 
which believe not, lest the light of the glorious 
gospel of Christ should shine unto thenu 2 Cor. 
iv. 4. Unbelief of our danger leads us to neg- 
lect the remedy. And it is from this radical 
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mistake respecting ourselves, that unbelief makei 
the whole gospel an unmeaning letter to us. It 
is this which makes the wisdom of Grod in the 
gospel, a hidden wisdom, which none of the 
princes of this world knew; for had they known 
itf they would not hqve crucified the lAJtd of 
glory, 1 Cor. ii, 75 8- Why is Christ crucified 
unto the Jews a stumbling block j and to the 
Greeks foolishness ? The cause in both, how- • 
ever they may differ as to national character5 is 
the same — unbelief 1 Why do men become vain 
in their imaginationsy and show themselves so 
daring towards God; why do they give them^ 
. selves over to work all uncleanness with gree- 
diness ; why do they add iniquity unto iniqui- 
ty ^ and thus venture upon the thick bosses of 
Jehovah's buckler ? Surely it is because of un- 
belief respecting those things,, which, if properly 
viewed, would be enough to appal the stSutest 
heart, and to lay the haughtiest rebel low! 
Moreover, why do men blaspheme divine things, 
persecute the righteous, and become injurious? 
/ did it, says Paul, ignorantly and in unbelirf. 
1 Tim. i. 13. 

With respect to many professors of religioQ, 
why are they so ready to indulge various abo- 
minations in their hearts, while they are stu- 
diously careful not to defile their hands? Is it 
not to be traced to this source? For while a man 
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says that he believes all secret things are open 
unto God, he practically denies such belief in 
every indulgence of iniquity. The Pharisees would 
not eat with unwashen hands; while in their 
hearts were murders^ adulteries^ fomications, 
thefts, false witnessy blasphemies ! Matt. xv. 
19. It is unbelief which takes off the reins from 
every lust, gives free scope to the hiost wantonr 
affections, and which makes notliing more easy 
than for Satan to lead us captive at his will* 
This is the ground where the seeds of eveiy«sin 
are sown; the rank soil where they germinate 
and shoot forth ; and from whence (if grace pre- 
vent not) fruit will be brought forth unto death. 
Reader, art thou at this time alive to any sin ? 
Is it worldly pleasure, covetousness, enmity 
-against religion, sensual desires? Art thou the 
subject of tumultuous and disorderly passions? 
Is tKere in thine heart bitterness, wrath, anger j 
damour, etnl^eaking, maiice? The womb, 
in which they are all engendered, is cursed un- 
belief. This is the ^fire, the world of iniquity, 
that deJUes the whole soul, sets on fire the 
course of nature, and is set on fire of heU ! 
From hell it^me, near dell it keeps thee, sinner; 
and if thou art not led to Christy who alone can 
give thee the victory over it, to hell it will assur- 
edly bring thee. 
XI. . Unbelief grossly impeaches the divine 
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character. The works of God are the medium 
by which his glory is manifested in the view of 
his creatures. These works are of two kinds^ 
rmtural and spiritual. The former relate to the 
creation and upholding of the world, or system 
of nature: the latter, to the way of salvation 
revealed in the gospel. The former are discern- 
ed more immediately by our senses : the latter 
can only be apprehended by faith. To these 
God refers us for proofs of his perfections, and 
as the ground of that worship and adoration which 
are only his due. To whom will ye liken me, 
or shall I be equal, saith the Holy One f Lift 
up your eyes on high, and behold who hath 
created these things, that bringeth out their 
host by number : he calleth them all by names, 
by the greatness of his might, for that he is 
strong in power, not one faileth, Isa. xl. 25, 
26. The works of God in nature being a fair 
declaration of his perfections, jdemand a suitable 
acknowledgment of him from his creatures. And 
where this fails, they are condemned by the law 
of nature *, Because that which may be knount 
of Ood is manifest in them: for God hath 
shewed it unto them. For the invisible things 
of him, from the creation of the world, are 
clearly seen, being understood by the things 
that are made, even his eternal power and 
Godhead J so that tliey are without excuse i 
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because that when they knew Ood, (had flic 
means of knowing him^ and were obliged to 
know what he was^) they glorified him not as 
Godf Bfc. Rom. i. 20. Here then are the works 
of God declaring for him^ pointing, as witli a 
finger, to his throne, aad exacting homage from 
the creature* But the creature shuts his eyes 
against the evidence afibrded, and will not seek 
the Lordy if haply he might feel after him, 
and Jlnd hinty though he be not far from amf 
one of us* Acts xvii. 27- Then is the creature 
justly condemned for the unbelief which he has 
manifested against that God, which nature's 
works have proclaimed before him. 

But if the state of the heart be so advene 
against God, that ttiose demonstrations which 
affect the senses still leave it unmoved and uo- 
afiected, and if this evidence a dreadful incorrigi- 
bleness in man ; what will become of hb boasted 
dignity, and pride of reason, when we take a 
view of his conduct towards God, as revealing 
himself through the second medium mentioaed, 
viz. his plan of redemption \ 

The writer of the seventy-seventh Psalm says. 
Thy waj/y O God, is in the sanctuary.^ The love 

* The author would be sorry ever to gire way to a forced 

or fanciful interpretation of the word of God; especially 

believing, as he does, that religion sufiers more in the eyeg 

.of infidels from the preVslence of such a diftpotition, than 
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of God is the source of grace to sinners 3 and the 
methods which he has taken to display that grace 
cjearly show, that in their salvation he ever de- 
signed to appear glorious ia the eyes of his 
creatures* Probably referring to this way, Mes- 
siah ss^s. The Lord possessed me m the begins 
^^g of Ms WAY, before his works of old. I 

from any other cause. But this caution should not hinder 
from an ingenuous avowal of the truth as it is in Jesus: 
thinking therefore thi^ these words hjive a beautiful refe- 
rence to gospel truth, he makes no apology for giving them 
in the origiiial; with quite a literal translation, (jpireserviDg 
the Hebrew form of reading bacfcw^tds ;) 

Q^n^ko bro bvT^o nam unp:x tyrf?H 

^loNTANUS's translation is, Veusy in sanctiiate via tua, Quii 
Deus magnus Hcut DeuM? Literally, O jHekim^ in holiness 
it thy wcof^ what Al^ or God (is there) great as Akhimf 

It is well knowa timt the word Atehim^ which occurs 
thrice in this passage, is used for the true God» and denotes 
a plurality of Persons in the divine Essence. Parkhurst 
tells us, the ideal meaning is to interpote., to come be- 
tween,' and, as a noun, it is used as a title ofKiod, the inter- 
poter. When therefore we consider the w^ of the Inter* 
posers towards mankind, contri^ng and executiiig a plaa 
of grace, which shall. bringimiUions of millions of the hu- 
man, but fallen, race to salvation and eternal happiness, 
and this in a way*that<shall, above all others, magnify th« 
diviiie perfections, we may weU ask, fVTio is so great as our 
JUehimp pardosiing inigttity, transgressioHy and sinsf 

^* He ne'er appear'd so good, so great, 

** As when he bow'd his head aad diedi" Stbnnxxt, 
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t»a$ set up from everlasting, from the begin* 
ningj or ever the earth was. Prov. viii. 22, 23* 
The redemption of sinners in Christ, then, is thk 
WAT OF Goo emphatically} whose goings forth 
have been from of old, from everlasting, or from 
the days of eternity. Mic. v. 2. This is a way 
which is sure Co bring glory to God in the 
highest, by 

'' Souls enlightened from above.** 

What pleasure is implied in the saints* beholding 
this way^ when the Psalmist says, 7%ey have 
Been thy goings, O God! but, of God under 
what character ; as the God of nature and pro- 
vidence merely ? Not so : but as the God of all 
grace : even fhe goings of rny God, {my Al^) 
my King in the sanctuary. In this way it is 
that God appears glorious in the eyes of his 
people. And what he is in covenant, he shows 
to them in his own ordinances : hence the 
Psalmist's desire to dwell m the house of the 
Lord all the days of his life, to behold fhe 
beauty of the Lord, and to inquire in his 
temple. Psalm xxvii, 4. In this way it is that 
Jehovah spears glorious in his apparel, /ravelin, 
ing in the greatness of his strength. Seen in 
this way, he engages the deepest thought of 
angels, who bend in humblest adoration before 
kim, while contemplating fab wap to man. 
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tV^hich things the angels desire to look into, 
1 Pet. 1. 12. Never could a subject of equal in- 
terest with this be placed before a lost world : God 
was in Christ, reconciling the world unto him- 
self. 2 Cor. V. 19. This is the centre of all 
gospel truth, to which all its sacred lines tend, 
and in which they all unite. Here mercy and 
truth meet together, righteousness and peace 
tmhrace each other. 

** My species up In arms ! not one exempt ! 
*' Yet for the foulest of the foul, he dies. 

*' Bouiid every heart : and every bosom bum ! 
*' O wliat a scale of miracles is here V Young, 

But witli reluctance we leave this th^me to 
ask, what reception it meets with among men ? 
Alas, by the worldly wise it is accounted foolish- 
ness ! The world hy wisdom kneiv not God. 
We preach Christ crucifiedj unto the Jews a 
stumbling black, and to the Greeks foolishness. 
KUor. 1. 23. Thus the greatest work in which 
God has engaged, and which has called forth 
into amazing exercise his most glorious perfec- 
tions, is set at nought and Tejected, as if totally 
devoid of propriety and utility. Biit let not the 
impious voice of infidelity prevail; let it hide its 
daring front, while we look at the overpowering 
glories of Jehovah, as they shine in the face of 
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the Lord Jesus^ and thus discover this manster 
sin, unbelief. 

The gospel is th^ display of GocPs mercy^ 
It is a faithful saying, and worthy of all ac^ 
ceptation, that Christ Jesus came into the 
world to save the chief of sinners. 1 Tim. u 
15. No less ought it to excite our admiration 
that Christ is God's gift to sinners: God so 
loved the world, that he gave his only begotten 
Son, that whosoever helieveth in him should not 
perish, but liave everlasting life* John iii. 1 7* 
And wh^t stronger declaration of mercy could 
God give of his grace ^towards men, than in 
giving up his only begotten Son to die, the just 
for the unjust, that sinners might be brougJU 
to God. 1 Pet. iiL 18. But every display which 
the gospel makes of the mercy of God, is an ag-* 
gravation- of the «in of unbelief. Nothing can 
more strongly commend the love of God, than 
the death of Christ for sinners : and tiierefore as 
unbelief is flymg in the face of this love, and 
tiampling under foot divine mercy, thtis exhibit 
ed, it must be a most daring and awful sin. 

The gospel is a display of the divine wisdom* 
When no creature could in the least have con«- 
tributed to the great work of redemption, or have 
offered unto God a ransom, how grand does the 
expedient appear^ aS; found out by infinite wis- 
dom, of substituting God's own Son in the place 
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of sinners, that he in their nature might render 
perfect obedience to the divine law, and that by 
his sufferings he might perfect far ever them 
that are sanctified! The means devised are 
xvorthjr of a God; they are completely adaptetl 
to the design, and accomplish fully the ends in 
riew, bringing the highest glory to Qod^ and the 
greatest good to man. 

'* Here in the gospeFs wonderous frame, 
'* Fresh wisdom we pursue ^ 
A thousand augels learn thy Name, 
Beyond whatever they knew. 

<' Thy name is writ in fairest Hne^ 

" Thy wisdom here we tratoe j 
'^ Wisdom diroagh all the myst'ry -shinci, 

" And shines in Jesus* face.*' 

Mvt unbelief calk this wonderftil display of 
wisdom, folly ! It says the way of saving sinners. 
by Jesus Christ was not necessary: and it is 
thus easy to perceive, that a spirit of self-^righte- 
ousness is entirely subversive of the gospel, and 
Tever b the reason why it is accounted foolishness. 
But what a horrid sin. must this be, which dares 
to calumniate such a contrivance ; to vilify the 
-infinite value of a Redeemer's love ; and which 
in fact says, that this wisdom is not worthy thie 
creature's confidence, for that there is no ne- 
cessity to trust in it ! 

M 2 
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The gospel displays the power of God^ As the 
Almighty God, he has the means of all goodness 
in his own power : his wisdom and grace are proo& 
of his power. But he has not only power to plan 
and purpose, but to execute, and bring those plans 
into effect. Thus we read, that when the fulness 
of time was come, God sent forth his Son made 
of a woman^ made under the lawy to redeem them 
ihat were under the law, that we might receive 
the adoption of sons. Gal. iv. 5. The power of 
Qod goes along with his designs ; and what he does 
every day in providence and grace shows, that the 
Lord, the Creator of the ends of the earth^fmntr 
eth not, neit/ier is weary, Isa. xl. 28. But to cdn«- 
vince us, that God will, on every suitable occa- 
sion, put forth his power on behalf of his peopte, 
we need only look to that signal and' all impor- 
tant fact to^ believers, hid raising Jesus tChrisjt 
from the dead; for in that he is risen, ssiys, Paul, 
he is become the ^ first fruits ofihem tliat sleep. 
1 Cor. XV. 20. Hereby we have a guarantee, not 
only ot our own resurrection to eternal life, hut 
of every exercise of divine power, for our direcr 
tion, supply, preservation, and comfort, while tra- 
velling home to our Father's house. 

We moreover see daily the power of God in- 
stanced in a way, where unbelief is ever prone tp 
question it : viz. in the transformation of the bear^ 
by the Spirit of God, God, we know, is able <^ 
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sicnes to raise up a spiritual seed unto Abraham, 
to soften the iiardest hearts, and turn them into 
flesh; but how often is unbelief saying, How 
can these things be ? Yet surely what ,God has 
done, in aceoroplishiog Redemption, is a suffi* 
cient ground of faith, that he is able to do for 
MS exceeding abundantly above all that we 
ask or think J according to the power that 
wotketh in us. Eptu iii. 20. Seeing, then, God 
bas so gloriously demonstrated his power in the 
gospel, that heart is left without excuse, which 
lejects the counsel of God against itself. This 
9Qection arises from unbelief. 

The gospel displays the holiness of Ood, 
If one part of the divine character be more pro- 
minently laid upon the page of gospel revelation 
than anodier, reacting God's moral perfections^ 
k is his holiness. 

It was indeed a hdy thought, which wisdom 
and Mercy first divected towards us when pol- 
luted iB our sift. This thought arose^>lTom holy 
aftotioB; the end of it is holiness; to holi- 
ness God calls us in the gospel, 1 Thess. hr. 7« 
and this conducts us to a state of perfect Jioli-< 
ness above. The means devised tar the accom- 
plidmient of this were holy. Jesus is the Me- 
diator, and he is called by this name, because he 
saves his people from their sins. Matt. i. 21. 
But it is evident that if there be one reason more 
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than another, Mrhy unbelief hates the gospel, it 
is its holiness. Every inclination of an unrenew- 
ed mind, is directly against this pleasing feature 
of God's designs. Thb, which so endears the 
love of God to his people, excites the most de- 
cided aversion in the hearts of unbelievers ; but let 
them duly consider, that without holiness ng 
man shall see the Lord. Heb. xii. 14. 

The gospel displays the faithfulness of Ood, 
The ordinances of heaven are frequently referred 
to in proof of this attribute of Deity. They con- 
tinue; they change not, they fail not. . These 
allusions seem to be grounded on that ancient 
promise God made to Noah, JFhile the earth 
remaineth, seed time and harvest, cold and 
heat J summer and winter , day and night j shall 
not cease, neither will I curse the ground anp 
more for man^s sake. Gen. viii. 21. For this 
is as the waters of Noah Unto me, Sfc. Isa. liv. 
9. God's faithfulness' is established in the. 
heavens, which not only declare, his handy work, 
but testify for him as mindful of those engage*, 
ments he has deigned to make with bis crea- 
tures. 

Many are the promises made to the ancient 
church, respecting the seed which God was to 
raise up to David, meaning the Messiah^ which, 
says the Apostle, he hath so fulfilled. -Acts. iii. 
18. Many promises were also made to Christ 
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himself, \<mg befcure his incarnatioD, which have 
met their exact accomplishment in his birth^ 
life, sufifeFings, death, resurrection, and ascension 
into glory. It was engaged also, that Christ 
should see of the travail of his soul and be sa^- 
iis/ied : a solemn pledge of this was given at the 
day of Pentecost. Impressively indeed does 
Pefer speak of this, while he views it as the ful- 
filment of promises, on which the Fathers, 
hundreds of years before, rested their hope. Men 
and brethren, let me freely speak unto you of 
the Patriarch David, that he is both dead and 
buried, and his sepulchre is with us unto this 
day, Thetefore being a Prophet, and knoW" 
ing that God had sworn with an oath to him, 
that of the fruit of his loins, according to the 
flesh, he would raise up Christ to sit on his 
throne : he seeing this before, spake of the 
resurrection of Christ, that his soul was not 
left in hell, neither his flesh did see corruption. 
This Jesus hath God raised up, whereof we 
all are witnesses. Therefore being by the 
right hand of God exalted, and having re^ 
ceived of the Father the promise of the Holy 
Ghost, he hath shed forth this which ye now 
see and hear. Acts ii. 29 — 33. Nor have we 
less evidence of the Father's faithfulness to Christ 
now, in the conversion of sinners, and their meet- 
ne3s for heaven. For in reference to the saints 
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at large, Peter tells us, there are given unto us 
exceeding great and precious promisesy that 
iff these ye might be made partakers of the 
divine nature. 2 Pet, i. 4. And pleasing it is 
to witness the soul's confidence in him that hatk 
promised, while in the prospect of eternity it 
says, / know whom I have J^lievedy and am 
persUaded that he is able to keep that which I 
have committed unto kim, c^ainst that day, 
f IW. i. 12. 

" Our God^ how firm his promise stands^ 

*' £*eQ when he hides his face ! 
" He trusts in our Redeemer's hands^ 

'* His glory and his grace. 

■/Then why^ my soul^ these sad complaints^ 

*' Since Christ and we are one ? 
«' Thj Qod is faithful to his saints^ 

" Is faithful to his Son/' 

He people of Ood have their infirmities ; these 
often lead them into an improper spirit under 
trials and afiUctrons^ bat this is very difikrent 
from that unbelief which characterizes ihe 
sinner. 

Believers know, that God must necessarily ht 
of the same mind now as when the promises 
were first mad^ ; that though we deny him, yet 
he abideth faithful ; but unbelief refuses to give 
any credit to what Ood says:- though he has 
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given the most plain and solemn assurances, and 
millions have attested to his faithfulness, yet 
it will not be persuaded to embrace the 
message, or to^ rely upon the ivord of the faiths 
ful and true witness. Solemn passage for the 
unbeliever's recollection, He that believeth twt 
Gody lioth made him a liar ; because he be- 
lieveth not the record that God gave of his 
.Son! 1 John v. 10. But without further en-- 
rlargemeht, suffice it to say, unbelief strikes at all 
.the attributes of God, as manifested in the re^ 
^dempti6n of sinners. As there was not an attri«- 
bute but God intended to glorify in Christ, so 
(as Charnock observes) ** there is not one but 
." this sin doth really vilify.'* Surely nothing 
more need* be said, to prove how avyfuUy this sin 
impeaches the divine charaicte^. Oh! that the 
.unbeliever may be convinced of this evil in his 
heart, and be led to that precious blood which 
cleansetb from all sin ! 

. XII. Unbelief will exdude from. heaven. For 
if y^ believe not thai I am Ae, ye shall die in 
your sins. John viii. 24« But some will say^ 
-we are not like the Jews ; they rejected Christy 
and therefore deserve to perish ; our case is very 
different; we Ixave been baptized into his name^ 
4md his name is put upon us, and we profess to 
^be }ii^ disciplfsi^ I^t us then consider what he»^ 
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lief m ncoessiny to our deliverance from sach n 
ideatb. 

Many of the Jews refused cfedence to Christ, 
^because tbejr did iM>t think his appearance anr 
vweied to hsm whom they expedwd^ bat had 
idieir ejes been openetl to have teeft aiieient pre- 
-A^tions fai their mie and spiritoal meaniiig, tb^y 
^could not haf« mistBiken bis character: llieii 
•dttv might have owned hiih as the Messiah pro- 
aOBised to tiie JFadien, and jet, not disoerning hia 
4^ritual ehasacter, tliey might sCtU have reject 
-ed him, and so hav^e perished in their sins. So 
(there are many now, who make ^reat piofesbioinfe 
Hf knowledge and k)ve towards Christ, to whom - 
lie «riU say at the Judgment day, I nm^er knetu 
ym^ depart, ye cufved^ That faith in ChtbK 
fwkieh ensnvds saivatiel^ brings the soul to suoh 
a spiritoal apprehension of him in his h)^e, grace, 
sumI jnutableaesa to our state, as draws forth the 
affection of the heart to Christ; amd which, as Jt 
belps the soiil to tike hcAA ot God's kindest pr0"> 
anises in Christ to ^visnturss its sll npon Ills pre- 
jokus btood andfrif^teousnesB, «^ its only gtoiind 
4)f hope towards^God; Thus it is led to say wifh 
the Apostle, What things were gam to me, 
those I cmmted h^^for Chfiet^-^That I may 
win Christ, and be fmmd in him, not hatfm^ 
fnine own rigMeeamess, whick u ef the Ulw^ 
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hit thai which is through the faith of Christy 
the righteousness which is of God by faiths 
Fhilip. iii. 9. The faith of God*s elect purifies 
the heart, works by love, overcomes the werld^ 
^ud thus instrumentally saves the souL Where- 
ever this faith is found, though it be but as a 
grain of mustard seed, it h the incorruptible 
seed which liveih and abidethfor ever* But it 
js equally true, that the fearful and unbelieving 
^hall have their part in the lake which bumeth 
with fire and brimstone ; which is the second 
death. Bev. xxi. 8. If then we believe not that 
Christ is able and willing- to save us, and that 
he will east out none that come unto Go4 
through him;, if we have not the faith which 
leads the soul to' seek salvation in his name; we 
must die in our sins. This is forcibly set before 
us, in wliat the Apostle says respecting those Jews 
who fell short of Canaan.: jind to whom sware 
he that they should not enter into his rest, but te 
them that ^believed not. So we see that they 
<ould not enter in because of unbelief. Heb» 
iii. 18, 19^ And if this excluded them from the 
land of promise) let not any think that they may 
go to heaven in unbeliefs Yea, let such remera* 
ber, that the Jews' falling in the wilderness is to 
Instruct them in the far more awful judgment 
l^waiting final impenitence. For if he that 
despised Moses\ law died without mercy ^ un^ 
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der two or three witnesses ; of how much sorer 
punishmaity suppose ye, shall he be thought 
worthy, who hath trodden under foot the Son 
of Gody and hath counted the blood of the co^ 
venantj wherewith he was sanctified, an un- 
holy thing, and hath done despite unto the 
Spirit of grace. This is the conduct of every 
unbeliever, and of which God takes notice, say- 
ing, Pengeance is mine, I will repay, — It is a 
fearful thing to fall into the hands of the 
living God. Heb. x. 29. et seq. Every unbe- 
fiever is in an unrenewed state, and therefore 
cannot enter into the kingdom of heaven. John 
Hi. 3. 

A nominal faith leaves a man as much under the 
power and love of sin, and in subjection to divers 
lusts and pleasures, as if he professed no faith at 
all. The same dreadful features mark the affec- 
tions of his heart, as an open enemy to Christ ; 
and unless changed by grace, such will have his 
portion where " bolder sinners dwell." He 
that believeth on the Son, hath everlasting 
life : and he that believeth not the Son, shalt 
fwt see life ; but the wrath of God abideth on 
him. John iii. 36. And is this the fearful state 
of unbelief? Let those whom grace has deliver- 
ed out of it, look downward to the pit which they 
have escaped, and adore the hand that rescued 
them. Are others, blinded by unbelief, daily 
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falling into that pit, let us ask, What, are we 
better than they ? In no wise, for by nature we 
are all under sin. JfTio then niaketh u» to 
differ P It is grace, free grace, has done all for 
us ) and to the God of grace we hope ever to 
give the praise. 
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CHAP. V. 



BBMBDIKS ANB CAUTIONS AGAINST TJNBSLIBF. 



" How may we Tic most effectually guarded 
'< against the influence of unbelief? What are the 
^< means calculated to lalse us more above it ?'^ 
Such inquiries as these have often been made 
of the writer of these pages. They suppose 
^ some Knowledge of the sin of unbelief> and a 
desire to obtain a conquest over it. While there- 
fore we attempt a reply, we shall consider the sub- 
ject as generally as we can, with a view of being 
'Usefiil to those who may for a long time have 
<:omplained of unbelief, as well as to those who 
begin to cry out against it. Would you be de- 
livered from the power of unbeKef, 

I. Seek to have the conviction of its evil deepen- 
ed in your soul. There is no stateor exercise of mind 
which has any thing like the quantum of evil in it 
as unbelief; it may be called the body, which in- 
corporates all other evils in it. It is, as is spoken 
of the tongue, a world of iniqmtys ^ d^Ueth 
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the whole soul. What it proved to Adam, so it 
proves to all his descendants, the beginning, the 
life, the strength, and support of all those various 
evils, which characterize our natures. What 
evils did it bring into Adam's heart ? Did it not 
introduce pride, envy, folly, ingratitude, carna- 
lity, and dreadful rebellion ? Unbelief is the life 
of the same evils in us. Of what enjoyments 
did it deprive him ? Did he not hereby lose bis 
God, his all ? Did he not lose his innocency, his 
integrity, his prospects ? And what keeps U6 
from being restored to every good then lost, 
whether as appertaining to this life or the next, 
but unbelief? Did unbelief strip the soul of 
God*s lovely image? It is unbelief keeps the 
soul now naked, and stripped' of this adorning. 
Let but unbelief be destroyed, and this image is 
completely and immediately restored] and though 
not destroyed at once, yet as it may be weakened, 
90 in proportion will be our advancement in tl e 
likeness of God. For as we get the victory over 
it, we are led, through the influence of grace, to 
P^^fy ourselves even as he is pure. I John iii. 
8. Nor is the evil of unbelief to be seen only in 
what respects ourselves, but also as it affects the 
'honour of God. Humanly speaking, nothing 
has cost God half the pains or expence as the 
Redemption of sinners by Jesus Christ. He spake 
the world of nature into exbtence; he said, Z^t 
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there be light, and there itw lighL But wiik^- 
out shedding of blood there could be no remis" 
sion of em; no^ not of one sin. But in^hose 
blood must be shed ? The blood of beasts slaiQ 
in sacrifice? No indeed) this mighty and did, 
answer as a type; but, it is not possible that thm 
blood of bulls and of goats shotM take awag 
sine. The cfaurcb of God coold be purchased 
only with his own bl6od. Heb. x. 4. Acts xx^ 
28. Surely there is every thing in this tran^ac-- 
tion to ebccite wobd^r a$d admiration) and to ea^ 
l^age our confidence in the love of God, and ^ 
Jiedeeiider's blood* Bat uabdief robs God of hia 
glory amhig out of this great woik; for he %haf, 
iindervalaer$ the blood sbed^ slights the love that 
appointed it for lite ransopi of sinAers% All those 
attribute i4^hich appear so interestioc^y and map- 
^ellotisly dis|>layed in Redemptioni- sore lost to 
unbelief; wbichy as it <^rates to the promoting 
of a spirit of self-righteousness In man, puts a 
veil over his fece, so tliat be cannot steadfastly 
look to the end of that which is abolished. 
2 Cor. iii>. 13. Con$^()uently, as he cannot take 
off his dependance ^otn the law^ be cannot givjb 
any praise to God for what he lias done in the 
gospel of his dear Son* Oh^ how cold) unmoved, 
and uninterested does unbeKef keep the heart, 
respecting those subjects which 'are most intF- 
raately connected with the highest glory of GoiJ, 
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and which secure the only happiness to man 
worth the name ! Place all the beauties of na* 
ture before the eyes of one born blind, and 
however grand and sublime, they will not be 
leas uninteresting to him, thau the beauties of 
Redempti<m to one whose mind is blinded by 
unbelief. 

But, addressing a word to you, who bewail the 
remains of unbelief; how greatly injurious is it to 
you, as it respects those spiritual enjoyments of 
which it robs you. True it is, that wh^t interferes 
with God's honour, interferes w;ith our happiness: 
God has wisely and kindly ordered that it should be 
so. IFhoso qffereth praise, glori/ieth me; and 
to him that crdereth his conversation aright, 
will I show the salvation of Ood. Psalm 1. 23. 
In how many instances has this evil principle de- 
prived you of your wonted enjoyments at a throne 
of grace, and when approaching your heavenly 
Father in any of liis ordinances ! How mistrust- 
ful has it made you as to the providence of God, 
Tearing that you should not be provided for, that 
God would overlook you, that you should come 
to want and poverty ! How often, have you been 
more ready to trust God with yOur soul, than to 
Ifeave him to choose your present inheritance for 
you ! How does this lead you to fear as to days of 
affliction, sufiering, and death ! How does it de- 
prive you of the comfort to be obtained by faith from 
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the doctrines of God's everiastiDg loveyttte'eerfaia 
persevefance of the saints, aod of all thtn^ we 
floeet with here working toigether for our goodi 
What gracious assurances has our God gwen aft 
to these things i Yet how apt is nnbelief to re^ 
present things certain as doubtful! For if faith 
be the substance* of things hoped for, nnd if 
it be th9 evidence eft kings n^i seen; Heb. xi« 
1. or if, as Watts saya, it ^' brings distant 
^< presets nigh;" then the eontrary must be 
aiBrmed of unbelief, Hz* that it is a distrust of 
things promised ; and that by placing diings nt 
a distance, which God*8 promise brings near^ It 
renders (as to our view of it) every thing doubt>- 
lul and precarious. Surely then we cannot havte 
too impressive an idea of the heinous nature of 
tins sin. 

*' Oh^ unbelief,' injurious bar ! . 
Source of tormenting, fruitless fear. 

Why dost thou yet reply V 

• 

To know it then in the greatness of its evil, tp 
feel our hatred to it djcawn forth from a tendf^ 
regard to the glory of our God, because it ao 
contemns our dear Immaauel, -this wUl be in^ 
deed an important stq> towards its downfall $ 
especially when we. can thus crucify it at the 
cross of Christ. 
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* If. Be iotent upon attaiatng to clear views of 

^gospel truth. Ignorance of the go^el has greal- 

ly subserved the cause of infidelity ; and while 

Jkhe grossest misconception of divine truth has 

influenced the pen of the infidel, it has insinuat*- 

ed the deadliest poison into the nuqds of the 

unwary. .But we may be assured of this^ thot 

while many have abty defended the goqpel> whp 

hftve fcoown it only in its letter,- no one. has ever 

written* a syllable against it who has had a just 

view of it, or who has in the least known i^ 

^nctifyjng ioflueooe. However infidels majr 

.vaunt and picpie thesoselvefi, as if leason and li- 

rterature ^w^o^e exclusively their boon, we know, 

ihat m qfpomig the gospel, they imderstand 

neither what they say^ nor whsreof they affirm. 

] Tim. 1. 7* I^t those who are unsettled in 

their views of the gospel, and who may be in 

•^ng«r of being beguiled from its simplicity^ take 

'heed a«d beware^ how they take of the sopo»- 

^ific dmugbt presented in the cup of infidelitj)!:. 

-Adf^pling, therefore, Solomon's language op 

^another aubject to this, I would say, Look not 

4hxm wpun the v/ine when it is red; when it 

Tgiveth ht$ colour in the cup ; when it moveth 

itself aright. At the last it hUeth Wee a ser^ 

f>entf and stingeth like an adder. Prov. xxiii. 

SI, 32. If spoken of infidelity, the description 

'fsould not hs^v« been more apposite^ the counsel 
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tnore to purpose. Rather let such take tlie holy 
Book in their hands again, and looking up to 
Itim who alone can teach the truth as it is in 
Jesus, read the sacred pages ivith a mind open 
to conviction, and we have no doubt their con- 
tents will appear to be in value above rubies. 
For where else shall we find a light to guide our 
way into ioimortality ? 2 Tim. i. 10. . 

But why is it that those, who believe the 
scriptures to be the word of God, attain to so 
little comfort from them ? Paul speaks of some, 
'who are ever learnings and never able to come to 
the knowledge of the truth, " But they are 
** tossed about with every gale of doctrine, and 
'< never able to attain any fixed and steady prin- 
*^ ciples.^' (DoDDRiDOS.) Such a wavering state 
of mind must be very unfriendly to our peace 
and comfort in the scriptures ; for how can the 
mind be established in the faith of that about 
which it fluctuates ? And if we diligently pursue 
the inquiry, why the truths of the gospel which 
especially concern our salvation, are not most 
readily and cordially embraced and lived upon, and 
why they do not administer to our establishment 
daily; the cause may be traced to unbelief, 
which produces hesitation, and throws difficulties 
m our way. How long have some poor souls 
by unbelief been detained in bondage, who, not 
clearly understanding the covenant of grace, in 
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jreferenee ' to tbeir wftrrant of appioacli into 
Christy have been waitiag to find some better 
dispositions in diemselves, without which they 
xiannot think they have any rigbt to venture io 
hitxkl Thus making their own wordimess tfaek 
warranty instead 6f the promises of graot. 

How many bftve be^n exposed to aU thelntter 
}>angs of soul dktresfi^ who in times of qairitod 
desertion have been writing bitter thifigs againat 
themselves, as tliougli God did no kinder' kwe 
them^ had lor ever witUsman^ aiud would be fii»> 
-vonnlrle.no mofeJ Tims niafctag him as diiayii 
able as ourselves.: wbereas he is tie tamtif 
yeaterdayy Mk^duy, mnd far etmr» Heb. liiL 9U 
Jf we beHeve nuty yet he dbideth ;fmithfiili he 
cannot deny hbwself. 2 Tim. ii. IS* : HsMr 
cxften are believeia mcote intent ^upan the tijaaaib 
be necessarily taken vp in the private, and even 
public duties of religion, linm in -hiiviDg the 
jieart whdly raised' to God dhudng that timeH 
Jdoubtless, at the moat we ghre.loo ihtle of oiar 
itime to Ood, but we khdw ^nt it k the heafi 
.i»hich God demands above all. 

Hdw many Providences are apparently loit, 
:a6 to any good derived from them I Yea, perhaps 
we say. All these things are agaiast ma. 
Whereas we are told, that all things work tqge^ 
ther for good to them that love God, and at^ 
the called according to his purpose. J^om* 
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yn\\. 28» Is it not then of the greatest momeitfy 
that, if we would have the heart established by 
grace, we should be much concerned in attaining 
to those views of the go^I which naake it con- 
sistent with itself ? The orbit in which unbelictf 
moves will be greatly reduced by this means. ^ 
ni. Let the vahie of the Redeemer's sacrifice 
be the sulgect of your frequent meditations^ 
particularly at those seasons when tempted to the 
indulgence of unbelief. All the legal sacrifices, 
•and indeed the whole Jewish ritual, were 
founded on the supposition of a. Saviour, who wais 
really to sufier for the sins of men. To this they 
.pointed, and without this they would have been 
unintelligible, and useless: but as symbols cdF 
this, thqr became subservient to faith, lively 
liope, patience^ and unremitting obedience. But 
they were only shadows of good things to 
come; the aubstance is Christ, and the gO(^ 
things spring from his sacrifice. Every appoints 
ed sacrifice looked aba to sin as tlie cause, of 
Messiah's sufferings. This was significantly set 
forth in the appointment of the scape goat, upon 
.whose head Aaron was to lay both his b^n49> 
and confess over him all the iniquities of the 
children of Israel. Lev.xvi. 21. This was equally 
imphed in the daily as well as the annual sacri- 
fices J but they never pretended to the least effi- 
cacy, as to the removal of sin from the sight of 
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Qod : no ; this was to be the honour pat upon 
the offering ol Christ upon Calvary. JEvery 
priest standeth daily mbUstermg and offering 
qften-Hmes the same sacrifices, which can never 
take away sins. But Christ, after he had qf^ 
fered one sacrifice for sins, for ever sat down 
on the right hand of God-^For by one offer-- 
ing he hath for ever perfected them that are 
sanctified. Heb. x. 11, 14. Thb then is Ae 
first grand result immediately flowing from the 
sacrifice of Christ ; atonement is made for all die 
sins of his people. His blood was the price of 
pardon : Ye are bought with a price. 1 Car. vi. 
20. Ye are not redeemed with corruptibk 
things — but with the precious blood of Christ. 
I Pet. i. 18, 19. Hereby also their emancipa- 
tion from the bondage of Satan and sin is se- 
cured. To Satan our Redeemer authoritatively 
^ys, Z^et my son go that he may serve m^.— 
Ye were the servants of sin — but now being 
made free from sin, and become servants to 
' God, ye have your fruit unto holiness, and 
the end everlasting life. Rom. vi. \1, 22. Sin 
shall not have dominion over you, for ye are 
not under the law, but under grace. Rom. vi. 
14. Thb is ascribed to our Saviour as the me- 
ritorious cause thereof. Likewise reckon ye 
also yourselves to be dead indeed unto sin, but 
alive unto God, through Jesus Christ our 
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£dOrd. Rom. vi. II. ■ Frojri this soirrce also fol- 
low oar justification, adoption, sanetification, and 
the various blueings enjoyed by believers while 
here below ; such as a knowledge of God as our 
covenant God, joy and peace in believing, support 
tinder trouble, all seasonable supplies of grace, and 
preservation unto eternal life. Let it be further 
febsefved, that the sacrifice of Christ retains its 
fuH efllcacy for ever: the redemption he has 
M>tained is said to be eternal, Heb. ix. 12. Its 
eflicacy b seen in its fruits : it cleanseth from 
nil sin. 

The Spirit, as he applies the blessings of 
Christ's purchase to the heart, is known in all 
those gracious results, which finom the beginning 
distinguished his saving operations. These are 
and ever will be the same. See Gal. v. 22. A sea 
of love is here, •* without a bottom or a shore.** 
Tlie redeem^ are made Kings and Priests 
unto Ood, and they shaU live and reign with 
Ttimfor ever. It will therefore he found of ex- 
teefient use to curb our unbelief, frequently to 
meditate upon such subjects as these. Then it 
IS Kkely the unreasonableness, the sinfulness, and 
vileness of it will appear. This will tend to in- 
trease our hatred to it, to humble us on a review 
of its influence, and to lead us to God for victory 
over it. 

IV. Consider the oharacteristics of the pro- 
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nises. These are wisely adapted to all the va* 
nous circumstances of awakened soub ; and no 
Others can see any importamce in them. They 
are distingubhed by their fulness^ their freeness^ 
and their perpetuity. Are we awakened to see our 
need of any blessing reveafed in the gospel ? We 
Biay be sure there b a promise of it to the very 
person who truly feels hb need of it. Is it a-sense 
6f sin's demerit that burdens our minds ? How 
adapted to our compkte relief b such a promise 
as Isa. i. 18. Come now, and tetns reason toge' 
ther, saith the Lord; though your sins be as 
scarlet, they shaU he white as snow ; though 
they he red like crimson, they shall be as wool. 
Are we^ through our manifold infirmities, ready 
at times to fear^ tfiat our provocations mil call 
up our sins against us again ? God says^ Their 
sins and iheir iniquities will I remember no 
more, Heb. viii. 12. Are we fearful that we 
shall never grow and flourish in the ways of 
God ? The promise to us b^ / will be as the 
dew unto Israel; he shall grow as the lify, 
and cast forth his roots as hebanxm, Hos. xiv. 
6. Do we apprehend, that after all our enjoy- 
ments we shall be left to recede into a state of 
sin, and perish ? / give unto my sheep eternal 
life, says Christ, and they shatt never perish^ 
neither shall any pluck them out of my hand. 
Jdin X. 28. 
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The promises are not made to any, as having 
good dispositions; nor do they imply that we 
have something within us, which, if brought into 
exercise, would render us fit for them, and that 
tlien we might he encouraged to expect the good 
things promised: no; the promises address us 
as sinners, heipUss and lost* They come big 
with mercy to the guilty, and no sinner feeling 
his guilt, though deserving, in his own appre- 
hension, a thousand helk, has ever pleaded 
them in vain. Perhaps no sihner, in any age or 
place, ever felt guilt a heavier load than the 
Publican, when he smote upon his I^reast^ say- 
ing, God be tnerc\ful to me g> sinner: but he 
had his sin all taken away, and God instantly 
clothing him with the robe of the ^Redeemer's 
righteousness, he went down to Jm house justi^ 
Jied. See Luke xviii. 14. The ground of his 
plea must have been God's gracious promises ; 
exercising faith in the Redeemer's work, and be- 
lieving that he is faithful who haspromisedj he 
sought the Lord, and found him to the rejoicing 
of his heart. How encouraging this one instance I 
but, blessed foe'<jrod, his mercy and his promises 
are just as large and free now, as then, and mil- 
lions have found a promise of more value than a 
world. AH the promises are yea and amen^ in 
<lhrist Jesus* 2 Cor. i. 20. He has obtained 
them by his merit, and ratified them by his 
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death. They cannot be altered; they cannot 
fall. There is every thing in them for the en- 
couragement of faith, every thing to make us 
ashamed of hesitating through unbelief. Let 
then the experience of others, who have found 
them faithful snyings, be our ensample. Paul 
says, / obtained mercy, that in me first Jesus 
Christ might shew forth all long-sufferings for 
u paitem to them which should hereafter be- 
tteve OH him to life everlasting. I Tim. i. 16. 

V. Watch and pray against unbelief. It Is 
not without its propriety that these important 
duties are not only frequently enjoined, but con- 
nected together, in the sacred scriptures. See 
Matt. xxvi. 41. Mark xiii. 83. Eph. vi. 18. Col. 
Iv. 2. I Pet. It. 7* These passages, as it were, 
toiiround prayer with watchfulness. We are to 
umtchandpray; watchftilnessistoprecedeprayer: 
tiiis is necessary lest we come unsuitably before 
the divine footstool. We are to watch in the 
same; this will be of excellent use to keep out 
improper thoughts, and will promote reverence 
and awe. Watchfulness is to succeed prayer; 
faatching thereunto with all ' perseverance : 
this will show that our prayers were not mere 
idle or unmeaning words, but that we prayed 
tinder a sense of our need, and therefore cannot 
be satisfied, unless we receive the things which 
we have asked of him. The resolution then is 
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good, I unll stand upon my watch, arid set 
me upon the tower, and will watch to see wfuU 
he will say unto me. Hab. ii. 1« Our Lord par- 
ticularly directs these two exercises against 
*^ temptation.^ And to what are we more fre- 
quently tempted, than to be unbelieving? 

We are in danger of this ki every ordinance^ 
under every providence. Are the sweetest pro- 
mises set before us, and the most interesting 
views of the gospel exhibited ? How busy is un- 
belief to prevent our deriving any comfort .from 
them ! Is unbelief, in its various exercises, like 
unto the fowls which came down upon Abraham's 
ofifering? Watchfulness and prayer are the 
means to drive them away. 

How injurious is unbelief under various.trials 
in life 1 It represents them in the worst lights 
keeps out of sight, as much as possible, the ends 
designed by God in the afflictions and trials of 
his people, and frequently aims to persuade us 
that these visitations are in wrath, and conse- 
quently evidences of our not being interested in 
Christ. And does, this evil principle thu$ insinuate 
itself^ Are we liable to be met by it at every 
step we take in the divine life ? Does it beset us 
behind and before ? Will it enter the closet no less 
than the sanctuary ? And does it accomplish the 
most hurtful purposes against us before we are 
aware of its approach ? What need is there that 
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ire be much in watchfulness and prayer against 
it ! The object of our prayer should particularly be 
the obtaining of the Spirit's influence to subdue 
unbelief, and to promote and strengthen the grace 
of faith : for the Holy Spirit is the grand and 
only agent, by whom believers conquer sin, and 
are made perfect in every good work. 

VI. Consider how it wounds Christ. Who 
were they that crucified Christ? Unbelievers. 
Acts ii. 36. And what is that principle which 
would crucify tie Son of God afresh, and put 
Um to an open shame? Unbelief. What an 
affront to Jesus, while the mouth is crying, Jfo^ 
sanna to the Son of David, for the heart to 
be sajHlng, crucify him, crucify him 1 But is not 
this applicable to those who profess the name of 
Christ, but do not depart from iniquity? How 
many are saying, ^' I believe in God, and in hia 
<' Son Jesus Christ our Lord,^' who, respecting 
his lawB and government, are trampling him 
under their feet, and account the blood of the 
covenant an unholy or unnecessary thing ! They 
profess, indeed, that they know God, but in 
works they deny him. And as the fruit determines 
the quality of the tree> what must we think of 
those persons^ who, while they own a purer 
creed, and avow allegiance to Christ, are not 
raised above the level of the unbelieving world, 
and, of coarse, whose veiy element b sin ? These 
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are the very persons whose conscience is defiled, 
who are abmnindble, and disobedient, and unto 
every good work reprobate. Tit. i. 16. Such 
persons practically deny every perfection of Christ : 
their sin is greater than the sin of those who have 
never heard of a Saviour^ and for them it will 
be less tolerable than for others in the day of 
Judgment. Matt. x. 15. Where the Apostles 
went and delivered their message, though only 
at first entering into a town, if their message 
was not received, this refusal was considered by 
Christ himself so great an aggravation of their 
guilt, that they were to shaJce off the dust of 
their feet, as a witness against them. But if 
slighting one message be thus resented of Christy 
how greatly must he feel the dishonour done to 
him by those who have slighted the messages of 
many years, and who retain a heart hostile against 
him, though in a measure hid from outward ob- 
servation ! What a contemning of the character 
of Christ is there in unbelief ! His wisdom^ love, 
and power, which appear all glorious to the spi- 
ritual beholder, and constrain him to acknowledge 
Christ to be the chief of ten thousand, and al- 
together lovely, are despised and treated witji 
scorn by this evil principle. Well might Jesus, 
humanly speaking, be filled with wonder at 
man's hardness and insensibility of heart, respect- 
^& ^vhat he has passed through to redeem sin- 
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ners. - Well might we suppose him saying, Is ii 
nothing to you, all ye that pass by ? behold 
and see if there be any sorrow like unto my 
sorrow^ which is done unto me; wherewith 
the Lord hath afflicted me in the day of his 
^fierce anger. Lam« i. 12. Could any thing like 
such indiffereDce to such love be witnessed 
among men, bow must we suppose it would 
affect him, in the face of whose love and suffer* 
ings it was thrown ? Surely such a heart must 
be wounded indeed. Jesus then has a right to 
consider, that the heart which remains incredu- 
lous to his sufferings would not hesitate to wound 
him afresh, were he upon the earth. Indeed the 
unbeliever, however ready to condemn the Jews, 
may be considered as giving him vinegar to 
drink, spitting in his face, and smiting him with 
the palms of his hands. 

But how much more grievous still is unbelief, 
as it remains in the Redeemer's own people! 
Every step he took in his humiliation^ every 
drop of blood he shed, every word of promise he 
spoke, may be considered as a ground for their 
confidence and hope. But ah, how frequently 
are . their hearts mistrusting his power or his 
grace ! How backward to trust his promises ! 
How easily can we question what we have 
known of his love ! How apt to be ashamed of 
bis name and cause in the world ! These are the 
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Wounds with which Christ is wounded in the 
hoitse of his friends* Injurious indeed may 
other sins be, but this is the root which pro^ 
duces them, and therefore ougfit to be consider* 
•d particularly grievous. 

Let then the departing believer, before he 
quits the body, be considered as looking back 
upon those various evils which have more or less 
dishonoured Christ, and we may suppose him 
saying, 

*' £ach of my crimes became a nail> 
" But unbfllef the spear !** 

VII. Seek a growing experience of the power 
of religion upon the heart. It is a good thing 
that the heart be established with grace. Heb. 
xiii. 9. It will not only be a preservative against 
the dangerous errors of the titties, but will be 
sure to check the luxuriant growth of unbelief. 
If the soul be well grounded and settled in the 
freeness, fulness, and suitableness of the love of 
God to the chief of sinners, in the excellencies 
of Christ, in the efficacious work of the Holy 
Spirit, and in the various encouragements of the 
glorious gospel, and if the soul feel the savour 
of these truths, this will do more towards de- 
stroying the power of unbelief, than all the re- 
medies which otherwise might be proposed: 
for this is the end to which all other Bieais 



Ugaimt Unbelief. 158 

lead, and in bringing the soul to this they have 
their accomplishment. Then we shall no longer, 
live, but Christ will live in us, (md the life 
which we live thus tVi the Jlesh, wUl be by 
4he faith of the Son of God : and our being 
enabled to exercise a lively faith in him, will 
bring assurance, and then we shall not hesitate 
to say, who loved me, and gave himself for me. 
Gal. ii. 20. 

We know the characters in which Christ was 
tt first revealed to us by the Spirit, and how our 
hearts were opened to reoeive him. Well, the 
Apostle says, ^s ye have therefore received 
Christ testis the JLord^ so walk ye in him; 
rooted and built up in himy and stablished in 
the fmthy as ye have been taught^ abownding 
therein with thanksgiving. Col. ii. 6, 7* Thii 
he enjoins as a preservative from that false phi« 
losophy and vain deceit, by which the times in 
which they lived were distinguished. If, then, 
those views which we have been taught of Christ 
grow upon us, our comfort and safety from falling 
will be g^eat indeed ; for we shall be strong in 
the Lord and in the power of his might. Faith 
has a wonderful adaptation to fortify the sou^ 
and to raise it above difficulties: yea^ faith 
boldly says, fF^ho art thou, O great mountain^ 
before Zerubbabel? A plaint Zech. iv. 7« 
\Yhat materials were there for unbelief to have 
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worked upon in the case of Abralmtoi, both sp to 
the birth of Isaac> and hb offering him up on 
mount Moriah! but who' against hope be*- 
Ueved in hope — atnt being not weak in faith, 
he co^nsidered not his own body now deud.-^ 
He staggered not at the promise tff God 
through unbeliefs but was strong in faith, 
giving glory to Ood. Being fulfy persuaded, 
that what he had promised he was able adsm 
ta perforin* Roio. Sv* 18, ftc. 
• ByfdUh Abraham, when he kfoii tried, of ei^ 
fd up Isaac, and he th^t.hadreeeived t/iepra^ 
miees, ^d who knew that the Messiah was to 
descend from the line of Isaac, qfered up his 
tULty begotten son! Heb. xi. 17* What faith 
18 h^e 1 how victorioiis ! Axe we surprised lUt 
its dchievemants ? Our Lord ei|)laina the subr 
ject ; all things' are possible to him that he^ 
Ueveth. Mark ix. 23. lie scriptures uniform)^ 
urge the importance of believera seeking a fur« 
tfaer acquaintance with divine enjoyments. S9 
fun that ye may^ehtaiin,''*^! press toward the 
mark. And to those ikAio had escaped the cor«^ 
ruption that is in the world through lust, the 
Apostle subjoins, And beside this, giving all 
diligence^ add to your faith virtue : and t^ 
virtue knowledges and. to knowledge temper 
rimce: and to temperance patience t and to 
patience goJOmese : and to gddliness brotherly 
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kindness : and to brotherly kindness' charity. 
Here are the divine graces in beautiful assem- 
blage and order. Faith takes the lead^ but 
true faith never can be alone^ it therefore as- 
sociates with it every disposition applicable to 
the new creature ; each of these it unites^ in- 
vigorates^ and marshals, and makes them all 
bear their proportion towards the measure of 
the stature of the fulness of Christ. £ph, 
iv. 13. ^^ Nor can we imagine that one of 
<' these good qualities can entirely subsist 
*^ without the other ; but every one is to make 
^' up, as it were, a part of the chorus, ap* 
** pearing together in a lovely and venerable 
<< train." (Doddriogjb Expos.) And what may 
w^ look for as resulting from the union, action, 
and growth of these sacred principles ? Nothing 
short of the death of the old man, or body of «ia 
within us. For if these things be in you and 
abound, they make you that ye sAuU neither 
be barren nor wifruitfui in the knowledge of 
OUT Itord Jesus Ckrist.^^JFor so an €ntranc9 
shaU be ministered unto yom abunfiantly i$Uo 
the everlasting kingdom qfmir Lord and Sa^ 
4;io)ir Jesus Christ. 2 Pet. i. 5. et seq. 



i» n tm 



l$$ Concluding Address. 



CHAR VL 



€OI^CI.UDIN6 ADBRESS. 

7bs preceding pages having been chiefly ap- 
plied to the exposure of a principle, which, 
where it ** prevails and reigns," wrll certainly be 
the loss of the soul, unless renewed by divine 
grace ; — a principle also attended with most un- 
pleasant consequences, as a source of distress to 
many who are only under its partial influence, 
k may. i^pear expedient -now to address a few 
lines to each of these characters. 

I, To unbelievers. But who is an unbelievert 
This subject has too generally been taken up in 
reference to those who are called Deists, as de- 
nying the divine inspiration of the Old and New 
Testament -flCltogethen Certainly such are oin-* 
believers in the grossest sense of the word ; 
though perhaps it would be extremely diflBcult to 
show, that any of this daring class owe their rfr- 
jection of the scriptures to a complete ^ and 
strictly impartial examination of those evidences 
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T>f Its divine original, to which the Bible lays 
claim. But it belongs more to our present design 
to observe, that a person may admit the authen- 
ticity and even the inspiration of the scriptures, 
and yet, as to any spiritual, experimental, and 
practical view of them, be an unbeliever. 
. The Apostle describes some who hold^ the 
truth in tmrighteousness, Rom. i. 18 ; who im- 
prison it, as it were, by their other pernicious 
principles, which they have imbibed, and which, 
heing more suited fo their sensual inclinations, 
•they nourish and indulge, to such a degree as to 
circumvest and Iceep under those views which 
-they have derived from the gospel. But there 
are others, who. make the truth subservient to 
•the purposes of sin ; Jade calls them, ungodly 
mteuy turning the grace of our God into lasci-' 
viousness, and denying the only Lord God, 
xmd ou/r Lord Jesus Christ. Ver. 4. This is 
'indeed holding the truth in unrighteousness, 
and receiving it for fio other end, than, by a sad 
prostitution thereof, to cover their sins ; to hide 
'the criminality of them, and to enable them the 
.more easily to give enlarged and hellish scope to 
their unhallowed desires and pursuits. Q my 
soulj come not thou into their secret; unto 
their assembly^ mine bonauTf be not thou 

* From »ar*x'*' It is used in a good sense, 1 Thess. v. 
9\. HoldfoLst that which is good. 
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uniied.^-^Instmmenis -^f cruelfy are in their 
luAitations. Gen. «lix. 6. 

When, moreover, Paul, addiesang Titus, sajs 
of some, but even their mind and eonscienee is 
defiled, he tells us he is speaktD|^ of sueh as were 
professora; they profess that theylerunv 'Gods 
but m works they deny him, being abomimi&lej 
and disobedient, and unto every good ^ork 
reprobate. Dr. Doj>Bjnn&B r^pr^sents these 
characters. as glorying in thdr relation to Ckxl 
as hb peculiar people j^' whik in their hearts 
they rancoured against the truth they professed, 
and in their lives were a disgrace to rdie very 
name of believers. From faeace We may clearly 
j>erceive, that it is most easy to profess religion, 
and yet our hearts have no^eKperieiice of itssar 
cred and awakening influence. But what .does 
such a profession avail us ? Alas, it sanres .us not 
•from the love and power of sin here, nor will it 
,in the lea^t benefit lus at the bar of -God. The 
]passages here bited show cis, :that persons may 
outwardly class with the peOfke x>f God, and at 
'the same time be so desperately in love > with 
sin, as to- work atlnjtinclewmess with greediness^ 
JE^h.;iv..l9. iUid^our Lord tells us, that many 
^Ul say to >liim in thut .day, "Lwrd, Lord, to 
whom he wSl piofess, I netfer \knew iyou ; de^ 

* £xpos.-in. l«co. 
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part from me^ ye thai: work iniqnity. Matt, 
vii. 23. 

It is the peculiar work of faith to purify, the 
heart. This equally, applies to Jew and Gentile. 
AclB XV.. 9. We all need it, and it will be sure 
to discover itself in all who possess it* What* 
ever profession, then, I make, whatever I do, 
however I may pass as current among men, I 
am. in. God's sight but jts sounding brass and 
<e tmkimg cymbal^^ uniesa I am; pure ia heart. 
How mangr are tliere, wha ia our days. mBke 
proleasj&n of lave to God, and yet live in every 
sia that charactsriaes. those whotare evidendy 
q£ the wovldl Alt the diffieoence pcdiapB is^ dal 
the profrssioB of the one obUges him to he less 
pohUe ia hia sia than the otfivvf but he can 
be equally foithy ia worldly Gompan.]t-*-equally 
li|^t, gay,, and sprigfatIy--^eBteF as (teeply^ int» 
the foolish; talking and jesting of the ungodly-^ 
frequent every place of vain amusement-^and, if 
detectiba caa be avoided, will even sit in the 
seat of the scomer ! But, supposing the unb^ 
Uever may not have gone thus &r inta the worlds 
y^ has atteotkm to religion is. confined ahnost 
solely to his occupying a place in the asscmhljr 
of God's people. He never asks bow matters 
stand between Gkxl and Ms soul ; he feels no re- 
morse for, or hatred to, sin ; if ever he bends tlie 
Itnee before God, it is by constraint^ not wil" 

P 2 



1 GO Concluding j^ddressi 

lingbf ; his prayer Is not the pouring out of the^ 
heart before God, but the dull, insipid, and un- 
meaning offering of the formalist. From the 
same slavish impulse tliat he attends to prayer^ 
he may occasionally read a chapter in his fami- 
ly, but, in general, the word of God is neglect- 
ed. He may find a half awakening tliought 
about his soul, when hearing of the terrors of the 
Lord, and such seasons may frequently occur;: 
but the vibration soon subsides, and anon he W 
as. true to his religious sloth as tlte needle is to 
the polar star. Nothing can long divert him^ 
from it: he is wedded to some besetting evil^ 
and he makes every thing, that would disturb hi» 
pursuit of it, give place, that he may follow it 
again. Awfi^l character ! and such, is the unbe* 
liever; such is>the person who hears, and obeys 
not, the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ. But 
why, my fellow sinner, why revert again so easHy; 
so frequently, to that path which you know leads 
to eternal death ? It is because of unbelief. Did 
you believe what hell is, you would so dread it^ 
that, without delay, you would se^ deliverance 
from it : did you believe what sin is, you would 
hate it with perfect hatred : did you. believe 
what Christ is, as revealed in the gospel, you 
would instantly, cry, My Lordy and^ my God •- 
did you believe the happiness found in the ways 
of religion, you would be daily making, it your 
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pnyer, that Vke Enoch of old ;oa might walk 
unih God, 

Seek to know the evil of unbelief. The 
Apostle calls the heart under the iftfluenee of it, 
ott evil heart. Heb. iii. 12. And surely nothing 
can be a greater eril ; for it is an opposition to 
all truth; a sin that der<^tes from the honour of 
God^ to a greater extent than any other : it is a 
lefttsal to acknowledge God in any one ctf those 
glorious perfections, which are so iiilly made 
known in the Redemption of sinners. It is a 
denying the whole of the SaTiourls precious cha- 
racter, and accounting the office «<rf the Holy 
Spirit an unnecessary thing. 

It is a sin without excuse. We cannot jriead 
want of evidence as to the truth ef that which 
we are called to believe. We have the testimooy 
of Patriarchs and Prophets, who lived and died 
in the fiidth of a promised Messiah. Their faith 
enaUed them fo see his day : they saw it, and 
were glad. We have the testimony of Apostles 
and primitive chrislivns, and of believers ia 
every age subsefueot to the ministry of Chsist, 
who have sqoiced ia heing built upon the 
foundation of the Apoetles^ and Prophets, Jesus 
Christ himself being the chief comer stone. 
£ph. ii. 20. This is a threefold cord which is 
not quickly broken. Yea, we have the testimony 
<tf God himself^ who raised up Jesus, whereof 
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(say the Apostles) we all are witnesses. There^ 
fore let all the house of Israel kftow assuredly ^ 
that God hath made that same Jesus j whom ye 
have crucified, both Lord and Christ. Acts iii* 
3G. Receiving this testimony, we set to owr 
seal that God is true, John iii. 33. rejecting 
it, we make him a liar ! With such plain and 
important matters of fact as the gospel records, 
if we continue blinded, the sin of ignorance lieth 
at our door. Jf, says Christ, / had not come, 
and spoken unto them^ they had not had sin z 
hut now they have no clokefor their sin.-^But 
now have they both seen, and hated, both me 
and my Father. John xv. 22, 24. Nothing 
aggravates the sin of unbelief so much, as the 
strong evidence on which the truth of the gospel 
rests, and that ticcumulatcd proof which we en« 
joy, that he is faithful who hath promised.^ 
Let me then entreat you, by this evidence,' by 
this faithfulness, by the povsrer of God, the holi- 
ness of God, the justice of Godr«»by the love and 
mercy of God — ^let me entreat you by the grace: 
of our Lord Jesus Christ, by his suffering and 
present state of glory, and by his tximing again' 
to Judgment — ^let me entreat you by the love 
of the Spirit, by his work upon the heart, and by 
his inward testimony to the truth as it is jn 
Jesus, — be ye reconciled unto God. For he hath 
made him to be sin for us, wJio knew no sin,' 
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that we might he made the righteousness of 
God in him, 2 Cor. v. 21. Believe in the 
Lord ytmr God, so shall ye be established : be'* 
lieve his prophets^ so shall ye prosper. 2 Chron. 
XX. 20. 

Consider, ye that receive the gospel in the 
letter of it, but reject its spirit, what will your 
profession avail ? He is not a christian, who is 
one outwardly merely ; neither is baptism that 
which is outward in the Jlesh : but he is a 
christian who is one inwardly ; and baptism is 
that of the heart, in the spirit, and not in the 
letter ; wltose praise is not of men, but of God. 
Kom. ii. 28, 29. Yea rather, consider how your 
professidn will aggravate your guilt. Every 
letter of the gMpel known by you here, will 
stare you in the face hereafter, and press with 
the weight of a millstone upon your breast in 
that lake^ where it will not fail to remind you of 
the S&viour you < slighted, of your privileges 
abused, and of the justness of that misery which 
you wiU feel to all eternity. 

But, probably, you may be lulling your souls 
to sleep by saying, ^' There can be no sin in un- 
^' belief, because it is not in our power to believe. 
<< Faith is the gift of God, and if God does not 
"^ive faith, he cannot upbraid us for not be- 
<* lieving." But to this it may be replied, That if 
this reasoning had any weight, it would go to the 
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extent of exoaemting us fkom the duly oS love 
to God^ or the observai>ce of any of the othet 
divine commandsr; for who is there that, as of 
Mmself, can love God and keep his command^ 
ments ? If our inability will not excuse us in the 
one case, it will not in the other. 'Why do men 
perceive, that notwithstanding tliey cannot love 
God as they should, yet that they ought to love 
him, hut hecause God commands what is ri^ty 
when he commands us to love him? For the 
same reason we are hound to believe; because 
"GoA in eomnanding us to heKeve, commands 
that which is right for us to do. Besides, were 
It not a sin not to believe, how could God say. 
Be that hdieveth not shall be damned t Surely 
fhis implies not only that meat are under the 
^rofigest oMigaCion to believe, but that unbe- 
lief is M great a sin, that it will be just in God to 
jpanish the unbeliever with evetlastiBg misery* 
Nor is our inability any excuse for our unbelief, 
because, it ia that whiek we have brought upoa 
ourselves. God created man, ia bis original 
sfate, with both iiicKnatum and power to perform 
etery thing be commanded, but Ms havhag lost 
both is not to be charged upoa God, but is to 
be considered as bis own feok. Onr inability is 
the ooDsequenee of ^inclination; let the cauge 
be removed, and the eilbct will cease. We are 
MC Aen to tbink of clearing ourselves of this 
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Sin, because faith is not given us: tbat GoJ 
give* it, is our encouragement to ask for it; that' 
we have it not, proves our indiflference to it, and 
our criminality in resting short of it. 
' Be persuaded then, O unbeliever, to think 
seriously of that state in which your unbelief 
leaves y6u. — of that misery to which your unbe- 
lief exposes you^ 

It leaves you in a state of wrath ; for Ke that 
believHh not is condemned already ; because 
he hath not believed in the name of the only 
begotten Son of Oiod. John iii. 18. It exposes 
you to the vengeance of God on account of tbat^ 
and every other sin which you have ever com- 
mitted ; for that sin it is which keeps the whole 
score against you. As Jesus could not do many 
mighty works in- N^oxeth because of their atH'^ 
belief so God will not pardon one sin while you 
remain in your unbelief. How needful then 
that you cry to God, O help my tmbeliefl He- 
mismber how short your time is : soon it will be 
too late to think of these things ^ soon it will be 
perhaps said of youj If thou hadst knotuhj even 
thou, at least in this thy day, tlie things which 
belong unto thy peace I but now thfy- are hid 
from thine eyes, Luke xix. 42. Behold^ now 
is the accepted time : behold, now is the day of 
salvation. 2 Cor. vi. 2. But if you believe not, 
God abideth faithful to bis threatenings, as well 
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And however arrogant itmay appear toad v^ance 
it, we. hesitate not toiadd, that this perception is 
ionly known to, and enjoyed by, the real believer 
4n Christ. We speak the nvisdom of Ood in a 
^mystery, even the hidden HoisdoTn^ which God 
ordained before the world mito our glory. 
Which none of the -princes of this world knew. 
.«— JSif^ God hath revealed them unto us by his 
Spirit. They are hid from the wise andprti^ 
deniy and revealed unto babes. And if this 
was not only admitted by the Redeemer, but 
was thankfully acquiesced in by him. Matt. xi. 
'25y surely the same mind ought to be in us 
which .was also in "Christ Jesus. The sacred 
principle, which thus distinguishes the followers 
.<of Christ from others, is iaith; denominated 
precious faiih, 2 Pet. L 1. And precious in- 
d^d*it must be, wh«re it thus brings a spiritual 
sight of the glory of Christ into the soul, and 
.gives it such an exalted privilege above others'! 
Let me then call upon you, believer, and' urge 
you highly to prise your state of faith. This is 
one of the spiritual l^5tn^«, with which God 
has blessed you in Christ. Eph. i. 5. Christ is the 
source, the object, and the end of it. See Heb. 
jui. 2. The Apostle calls bim, the author and 
finisher of faith, xind exhorts us to be looking 
wfUo 'Jesus. And what a glorious ol^ect b our 
Redeemer for the eye of faith to fix upon ! In 
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wh»m believmgf ye rejoice with joy unspeak- 
able and full of glory. 1 Pet. i. 8. And is this 
tinspeakable joy the eflfect of faith ? Surely it 
taiist be a powerful nieffium of contemplation^ 
and the object beheld must exceed in glory V 
Yes^ the gloiy there is in Jesus is great indeed, 
infinitely surpassing any thing that ever has^ or 
ever will be^ seen of him in diis mortal and im- 
perfect state ; only such a measure of his glory 
as is fitted to this state, is now afforded. Jesus 
could easily admit us to a bri^ter vision^ liut it' 
would be overpowering to our weak <;apacities/ 
While therefore the believer desires greater dis- 
coveries, and is led to cry, with Moses, I beseech 
thee shoiv me thy gtofy ; the Redeemer goes 
no farther than to reply, / will make all my 
goodness pass before thee. — Adding, TTiou 
canst not see my face : for there shall no man 
see me, and live. And yet, if while he is only 
seen as in the flesh, and his brightest glory is 
bid In fiis manhood, he notwithstanding fills his 
people with/oy unspeatcdble, and full of glory , 
what must a sight of Tiirri be,; when we behold 
him as he is, in all his essential glory, Without 
any veil between? Well might the Apostle John 
say, It doth not yet appear whdt we shall bel 
1 John iii. 2. jffbr eye hath not seetl;, not ear 
heard, neither hgve entered into the heart of 

a 
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man, the things whichr God hath prepared for 
them that love him* 1 Cor, ii. 9. 

And is it tke. proviQce of faith^ thus to make 
happy him that beJieveth ? No less does k glo- 
lify Christ. Is faith the eye that discerns Christ? 
He is DO soouer seen^ than he is desired and loved*. 
'Jlie heart is opened to receive him, and he be^ 
comes the object of faidi and source of delight, 
as embraced in all his various office^. The righ- 
teousness of God is revealed from faith tofakh^ 
a« it is written. The jtist shall live by faiths 
And the life which I now live in the flesh, I 
live by the faith of the Sou of Qod, tvho bved 
me, and gave himself for me* This union lays 
the basb of the eternal songy Unto him that 
loved us, and washed us from our sins in his 
oum blood, and hetth made us kings mid 
priests unto God and his Father : to him be 
f(lory and dominion for ever and ever* Amen. 
Rev. i. 5, 6, 

Yet) believer* jKHir faith will admit of increase. 
Not as though I had already attained, eitfief 
w^re already 'perfect, Hiil. iii. 12. Jesus> in 
the days of his fleshy had frequent occasion to 
chide his disciples for their backwardness to be* 
IJeve, and to say to them, O ye of little faith,. 
I^^tt. ^v, 31. This descriptioa is, alai^ too true 
€)£ u£u Hqw weak is our faith of ^mi^ in his pro* 
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mises ; hxs9f backw&rd are we to belie?e io' the 
good result of bis prorkleoces I Thift ought to 
humble us the more from the experience we 
httve bad of bis faithftilness^ and of his having 
Ixmgfid us aee&rding io th4 integrity of his 
hearty and guided m iy the akilfidness qf hie 

** Bat stin how weak my faith is founds 
*' And knowledge of thy word l" 

The dbdples had heard their Lord and Master 
enjoin % readiness to htpvey but thej k)>ew not 
to what extent '^is was to be carried ; therefore 
we find that Peter came to Christ, and ^d, Lord^ 
hmn oft shatt my beMer stn against me, and 
Ifargkfe km f till seven times t Jesus saitk 
unta hbn^ I seeg wii unla the^/uiUil eevem 
tknasf but until seventy times seven. Matt, 
xviii. 2K From which it is but too plain, wlialf 
litde way their &ith went in this very important 
doctrine. Though it vras evidently the design of 
Christ to teadi us, that we should forgive others 
to the &11 extent of their trespass, however great 
that extent might he ; jet as numbers are used, 
it may be allowable to remark, that Peter's faith- 
in this doctrine went only to one seventieth part 
of the required extent. Was he surprised at our 
Ix»rd's reply ? Not more sa, probably, than the 
Apostles were on another occasion, when told, tl^it 

a 2 • 



IJt Camhiding jidAress. 

if thjf broiAer trespass against thee seven times 
in a day, and seven times in a day turn again 
to theey saying, I repent : thou shatt fi^give 
him. . And the Apostles said. Lord, increase 
our faith. Lake xvii. A, 5. And as to ourselves^ 
amy we not ask^ what doctnoe or command is 
there set before ms, implying the crucifying of 
our old. man, but we need a great increase of 
iaith reacting its practical observance ? Let us 
then acknowledge, with shame, the unbelief that 
still remiiins within us : and fe^lirig its injmioas' 
lemdency, both as to God's honour and .opr own 
comfort, let us beseech God to give us a ^eater 
victory over it. Unbelief is, by many, supposed 
Id be ^Ae «m that most easily besets us, Heb. 
zii* 1 ; against which the Apostle guards us by 
iir^ng us to lay it aside. And when we con^der. 
bow bu3y this sin is, how easily we are k^. 
b^k by it, and perhaps drawn out of the way, 
surely the exhortation is at all times important. 
Let us be pressing after what the scriptures call 
an assurance, yea, the fuU assiunixice of faith. 
Heb. X. 22. Though this assurance is not es- 
sjential to faith, as appears by the above refe- 
rences, yet, as it is the best state of faith, and is 
attainable, so we ought to be reaching forth to 
the enjoyment of it. Happy they who are say- 
ing, I know that my Redeemer liveth — I know 
in whom I have believed-^^I live by the faith 
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f(f tie Son of God, who l^ved m0, land gave 
himself for me. Job xix. 25. 2 Tim. i« 12. Gal* 
ii. 20. 

But, it maj be, lome who read these pagei 
feel themselves so very far behind these emiaeu( 
saiots, that they doubt whether they have any 
fiiith at all. When Peter began tp siiUc^ he cried^ 
Ztordy. eoiie me! ii n feeling sense of our weak- 
ness be attended with a look to Christ, it is h^ 
evidence of spiritual life and love. If we would 
aooner eat qf the crumbs thq^t fM from their 
Master's tabl^p than have no part anoong the 
flock of Christ, we may rest assured that siieh 
uummora are entitled to comfort. Let such thei| 
rejoice in him who says. The Sjdrit iff the hofrd 
^h)d is up(m me ; because the Lord hath a^ 
nointed me to preach good tidings unto the 
meek ; he he^h sent me to bind up the broken^ 
hearted; to proclaim liberty, to the captives, 
smd the opening of the prison to them that are 
bound. To proclaim: the acceptable year ff 
the Lord, and the day of vengeance of our 
^^> (^^nstsin io the death of Qirist;) tpeom>* 
fort all that mourn. 71» appoint unto them 
that mourn in Son,. to give unto them beauty 
for ashes J the oil of joy for mourning, the 
garment of praise for the spirit of heaviness ^ 
that they might be called trees of righteous^ 
ness, the planting of the Lord, that he might 

Q 3 
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he glorykd. Isa. Ixv. 1, 2, 3. Nothing can be 
more characteristic of the love of Christ, than 
the tenderness which he exercises towards weak- 
lings in his fold. He gave his life for the sheep, 
and declares, that not one of them shall ever 
parish. Like a most attentive shepherd, whose" 
own the sheep are, he leadeih them into green 
and good pastures, beside the still waters. Yea, 
He shall feed his flock lUce a shepherd : he 
shall gather the lambs with his arm, and carry 
them in his bosom, and shall gently lead those 
that are mth young. Isa. xl. 11. Coine then, 
O thou afflicted, tossed, mth tempest, and not 
comforted. It is not the will of your heavenly 
Father tha^ one of these Uttie ones should 
perish. Why then are ye fearful, O ye of 
Utile faith ? Hath God shown you the evil of 
your hearts, and led you to see yourselves the 
chief of sinners? .Hath he taught you to feel 
sin your greatest grief? Hath he set Christ 
so before you as the way of salvation, that 
while you cannot turn your eyes away from him 
to look for salvation in any other, yet you arc 
afraid to stretch out the hand of faith, to touch 
his sceptre? O, ^^ Venture on him, venture 
** wlioUy — ^Let no other trust intrude." Would 
he have taught you your need of Christ, and in- 
clined your heart towards him ? No indeed ; \f 
the Lord were pleased toJMlyou, he would 
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nfft futve received a burnt offering, and a meat 
offering at your hands, neither would he have 
shewed you all these things, nor would, as at 
'this time, hade told you such things, as these. 
Judges xiii. 33. 

' Be then not faithless, but believing. Say 
with Jonah, when, as to your own apprehensions, 
cast.out of his sight, Yet I will look again to» 
wards thy holy temple. Jonah ii, 4. Remem- 
ber, According to thy faith, will it be unto 
thee. Your gospel hope, peace, joy, growth, and 
establishment in comfort, will be according to 
the measure of your faith. But while we would 
urge you to go forward in faith, and would en- 
courage you to seek to know it in all those very 
important views, which are given of it in the 
scriptures $ while we would caution you against 
resting in present attainments, or supposing that 
faith is merely an assent to truth; it may be 
proper to guard you against paying that attention 
to faith, or rating it so very high, as to lead you 
to an opinion, that the heart, respecting other 
things, might be neglected. If our attention be 
to faith alone, we may justly fear, that our 
faith will be alone. It is true, without faith it 
is impossible to please God, and aJl things are 
possible to him that believeth; and it is no less 
true, that many immoral things have been pos- 
sible to those^ who have spoken so highly of faith 
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as to say, ' Faith is every thing/ Reader; faith is 
a grace of the Spirit, and is therefore^ with every 
other grace, the gift of God, and must produce 
holy fruit. Wiiere th«re is much feith, there* 
will certainly be much joy and peace, and wa 
flhall abound in hope, Rom. xv, 13. and each of 
these wiU savour of holiness. If then any on^ 
shall say such things of faith, as would seem to- 
secure every other good in a preeminent measure, 
and yet the seal produce be no fruits of holiness, 

1 trust you will have the satisfaction of knowifig^ 
Aat yoti have not so learned Christy or been so 
taught of him. — For what doth it profit, wy 
brethreny though a man say he hathfait^ and 
have not works ? can faith save him f James 
ii. 14. Beside thisy giving aU diligenee, add 
to your fail h virtue : and to virttie knowledges 
and to knowledge temperances and to tempi* 
ranee paii^ce : and to patience godliness : 
and to godliness brotherly kindness: and t^ 
Brotherly kindness charity. For if tkes4 
things be in you and abound, they make you 
that ye sliall neither be barren nor unfruitful 
in the knowledge of^our Lord Jesus Christ 

2 Pet. i. 5. et seq. 

Finally, brethren, look to the end of your 
faith, even the salvation of your souls. Your 
faith has an ultimate re$})ect to a state beyond 
the grave. The present state is pa»»ng away, 
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but you are looking for a building of Gody an 
house not made with hands, eternal in the 
heavens. For in this we groan, eamestfy de- 
siring to be clothed upon with our house which 
is from heaven. 2 Cor. v. 1^ 2. Well, Jesus is 
there, as our fore-runner, for us entered, and he 
has said, fFhere I am, ye shall be also. A 
little time, and he that shall come, wUl come, 
and will not tarry. In the mean while, let 
your faith be directed to your heavenly inhe- 
ritance; think of its glory, certainty, and perpe- 
tuity. There your faith will be changed into 
sight, there you will see the king in his beauty. 
Yes, may the believer say, 

'' Millions of years my wondering syes 

'' Shall o*er his beauties rovej 
" And endless ages 1*11 adore 

*' The gloriesiif his love/' 

Then, while a holy surprise fills our soub amidst 
the transcendent wonders of heavenly scenes, a 
ready tribute will be paid to the faithfulness of 
our covenant God and Father ; all the redeemed 
acknowledging. Not one thing hath failed of 
all the good things which the Lord hath 
spoken : all came to pass. 
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